
Sarah Nixon

Students Against Israeli 
Apartheid (SAIA) com-

menced its twelfth annual 
Israeli Apartheid Week 
(IAW) at Carleton University 
on March 7 with a screening 
of the documentary Born in 

Gaza before a week filled 
with events, each meant to 
illuminate a different facet 
of Israeli apartheid. 

IAW was first executed by 
SAIA in 2005 in support of the 
boycott, divestment and sanc-
tions (BDS) movement which 
began in that same year. 

In June of 2005, the BDS 
movement was called for by 
a coalition of Palestinian 
organizations and has since 
spread across the globe. Last 
year, IAW took place in 215 
cities around the world. The 
events which comprise IAW 
are meant to garner support 

Espoir Manirambona

A Carleton University 
Senate meeting on March 18 
was unfolding in the usual 
dry administrative manner. 

A disproportionately 
white and male crowd of 
suited professors and stu-
dents listened as the uni-
versity dictated its plan to 
celebrate Carleton’s 75th 
anniversary. 

One could almost hear 
the snores until a handful 
of students marched into 
the room. A beautifully di-
verse group of young lead-
ers came with determina-
tion and banners reading 
“Prevention Mechanisms,” 
“Community Oversight” 
and “Universal Policy” de-
manding with their silent 
presence that Carleton’s 
administration address 
rape culture on campus. 

After being ignored for 
several minutes, a senator 
asked President Roseann 
Runte to do the right thing 
and acknowledge the pres-
ence of the students, which 
she did reluctantly. 

One of the students, 
Lauren Montgomery, doc-
toral student and Women’s 
Caucus Chair of CUPE 
4600, eloquently spoke 
about how student activists 
have been asking the uni-
versity administration for a 
survivor-centred policy that 
recognizes rape culture.

Runte responded by say-
ing the university is devel-
oping a policy regarding 
sexual assault but admitted 
that she is not up to date 
on how the process is un-
folding.

In recent months, the 
Carleton administration 
has organized a series of 

meetings and consulta-
tions around the process 
of creating a sexual assault 
policy that Carleton is 
now mandated to imple-
ment following a new law 
passed by the provincial 
government.

Montgomery and other 
stakeholders involved in the 
consultation process feel 
that they have been disre-
spected during the meetings 
and that their feedback has 
thus far not been incorpo-
rated, although they are 
hopeful that this will change

“They are refusing to 
implement what we are 
asking them for,” Mont-
gomery told the Leveller. 
“They do not acknowledge 
rape culture.”

Students have been de-
manding a universal policy 
that applies to workers as 
well as students, a strategy 

STUDENTS DEMAND RUNTE ADDRESS 
CARLETON’S RAPE CULTURE
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toward the three main goals 
of BDS: to end the Israeli oc-
cupation of Palestine, to end 
discrimination against Arab-
Palestinian citizens of Israel 
and to enable realization of 
UN resolution 194 which 
advocates refugees’ right of 
return to their homes and 
properties.

Formed in 2008, Car-
leton’s SAIA chapter was the 
first in Canada to under-
take a campaign for its ad-
ministration’s divestment 
from corporations that 
support Israeli apartheid. 
Although this remains a 
goal for SAIA, the particu-
lar focus of this year’s IAW 
was to “make connections 
between Palestine and our 
own communities,” accord-
ing to IAW organizer Cha-
rana Jayatilaka, by “hosting 
events that compare Israeli 
and Canadian colonial-
ism” and “hosting activists 
fighting against anti-Black 
racism, Islamophobia and 
white supremacy across 
North America.” 

This focus reflects SAIA’s 
commitment to opposing 
apartheid in all its forms, 
and therefore its necessary 
opposition to the Canadian 

state’s continued colonial 
domination of Indigenous 
peoples on Turtle Island, 
said Jayatilaka. 

With this goal in mind, 
SAIA organized an event on 
March 9 entitled “Intersec-
tions of a Movement: Pales-
tinian, Indigenous and Black 
Struggles.” Attendees at this 
event far outnumbered seats 
in the room and many stu-
dents, faculty and community 
members stood or sat on the 
floor to hear Bridget Tolley 
and Tawana Petty share their 
respective experiences within 
Indigenous and Black strug-
gles for liberation and speak 
to the connectedness of Pales-
tine with these local struggles. 

“Verses Vs. Apartheid” 
on March 11 also drew at-
tention to the intersections 
of global struggles as artists 
used their performances to 
speak to oppression experi-
enced not only in Palestine 
but also within immigrant 
and other communities of 
colour within Canada. 

Artists shared messages 
of common struggle and 
also collective empower-
ment through self-expres-
sion and compassion. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Israeli Apartheid Week Promotes Global Solidarity

UNITED IN STRUGGLE, 
UNITED IN LIBERATION
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that focuses on prevention 
and independent commu-
nity oversight.

“The university purports 
to be doing their best and 
they’re not,” said Montgom-
ery. “[Runte] doesn’t know 
who the stakeholders are or 
what their demands are.”

Carleton is known as a 
rape campus, according to 
Montgomery, and the admin-
istration’s response to high 
profile incidents over the 
years has been “appalling.” 

“If administrators really 
cared, they would put this 
[policy] at the top of their 
list,” she said. 

According to Carleton 
University Equity Services, 
15-25 per cent of female 
students will experience 
some form of sexual vio-
lence throughout their aca-
demic career. Incidences of 
sexual assaults on campus-

es across North America 
have been more frequently 
reported in recent years. 

The following consulta-
tion meeting is scheduled 
for March 23. Once the 
policy has been developed, 
it will be up to the board of 
governors to adopt it, the 
same body that has refused 
to hold open meetings and 
is largely unaccountable to 
students. 

Montgomery says stu-
dents need to keep push-
ing for the demands of the 
Carleton community to be 
implemented by the uni-
versity administration. 

“While it was a silent 
protest of respect for the 
processes of the Senate, 
the silence also represents 
something many survivors 
face in their difficulties 
of navigating the systems 
around sexual assault.”

Photo: Courtesy of Consent Culture Committee

“They are refusing to 
implement what we 
are asking them for,” 
Montgomery told 
the Leveller. “They 
do not acknowledge 
rape culture.”



2 The Leveller   vol 8, no 6, SPRING 2016 www.leveller.ca

It looks like Postmedia, 
the largest newspaper chain 
in the country, is up for sale 
-- and it can be yours! That 
is, if you’re willing to be 
saddled with a mountain of 
debt and a lack of credibil-
ity as the relevance of main-
stream newspapers erode. 

At the time of Postme-
dia’s acquisition of Quebe-
cor, media pundits and op-
ed columnists were quick to 
point out the dangers this 
may pose in journalistic plu-
rality in Canada given that 
Postmedia and Sun Media 
newspapers were poised to 
become one in the same. 

Layoffs, buyouts, and 
downright abandonment 
by seasoned journalists was 
just one of the results of an 
inescapable manifestation 
of Canada’s media consoli-
dation problem. 

A problem that has been 
scrutinized and was deemed 
just as alarming in the 1980s 
when a royal commission 
was tasked to assess Cana-
da’s newspaper landscape. 

But, let us consider the 
possibility that the death of 
Postmedia may be a good 
thing. 

Let us consider the 
possibility of Postmedia 
under atrophy, slinking 
further and further away 
from the country’s public 
consciousness. 

No longer Conrad Black’s 
pen and pad, his excuse to 
use words like ‘stentorian’ in 
an attempt to sound lucid as 
a moral voice. When was the 
last time anyone, anywhere 
wanted to know what Con-
rad Black thought about the 
state of the nation? 

Let us consider the death 
of one of Canada’s national 
newspapers and its local 
dailies across the country. 

It is not too cynical to as-
sess that many stakeholders 
would profit greatly from 
this, while others would 
mourn over the death of 
Canadian journalism. Of 
course, rumours of its death 
are greatly exaggerated. 

There would be an 
empty void, certainly. And 
an opportunity for citizen 

journalists to create and be 
their own media. 

The Leveller is stubborn, 
a hyper-local print newspa-
per that attempts to recon-
cile the people of New Can-
ada with an old medium. 
Its existence defies many of 
the trends present in Cana-
dian media and even Cana-
dian politics today. 

While we may experi-
ment with digital and on-
line ventures in an attempt 
to reach more people and 
learn from more perspec-
tives, we believe in the pow-
er of the printed word as it 
immortalizes people, experi-
ences, stories and struggles. 

Postmedia could fall to 
its timely end. The porous 
nature of journalism, public 
relations and Canadian poli-

tics means that many writers 
could try to find a place for 
their own post-National Post.

Or, they could create 
something themselves and 
really try to change things. 

The Leveller believes in 
the flourishment of voic-
es and news coverage, we 
would like to see a strong 
and robust public broad-
cast, and a national news-
paper that is committed to 
telling stories from under-
represented viewpoints. 

But that’s not Postmedia 
right now. So, let this editorial 
be the flaming arrow to kin-
dle a premature viking funer-
al. Feed the fire with whatever 
Postmedia is, was and could 
be, let it drift out to sea; there 
are brighter horizons more 
deserving of our attention. 

Lev•el•ler
noun
1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office,  
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at: 

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com
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This event garnered so 
much interest that its venue 
had to be changed from 
Rooster’s Coffeehouse to St. 

Brigid’s Centre for the Arts, 
where SAIA still managed to 
sell out an increased num-
ber of tickets. 

There was an increased 
attendance from previous 
years at both the March 8 

panel “Refugee Settlement, 
US to Canada: Neoliberal-
ism and the Potential for 
Alternatives” that discussed 
the relationship between 
neoliberalism, refugee re-
settlement and the NGO-in-

dustrial complex, as well as 
at the March 10 event “The 
Palestinian Nakba: A His-
torical Analysis of the Colo-
nization of Palestine.”

It was important for the 
success of this year’s IAW 
events to be situated within 
their context of heightened 
social and political contro-
versy. Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has maintained 
his pro-Israel stance at the 
United Nations, abstaining 
or voting against resolu-
tions aimed at recognizing 
Palestinians’ fundamental 
rights at a UN committee in 
November. On March 13, 
he has also shared across 
Twitter his view that “the 
BDS movement, like Israeli 
Apartheid Week, has no 
place on Canadian cam-
puses,” adding that he was 

“disappointed” by McGill 
University students’ now 
defeated motion to support 
the BDS campaign. 

The Prime Minister’s op-
position to the BDS cam-
paign and to IAW is rooted 
in the popular charge that 
both the campaign and the 
week are anti-Semitic. How-
ever, SAIA has consistently 
maintained its mandate of 
opposition to “all forms of 
racism, including Islamo-
phobia and anti-Semitism,” 
while advocating instead 
for Israel’s compliance with 
international law, an issue 
completely detached from 
the religion of apartheid’s 
perpetrators.

However, the contention 
that this week of events in-
spires was reflected by the 
experiences of some SAIA 

members. One member re-
ported two separate instanc-
es that became heated. In 
one incident, a SAIA mem-
ber was called a “terrorist” 
and had papers thrown in 
his face and in another, a 
student tore down an IAW 
poster in front of a member, 
accused him of manipulat-
ing the term “apartheid,” 
threatened to damage SAIA’s 
other promotional material 
and informed the member 
that they would remove any 
posters they came across on 
campus. 

This reaction to advocacy 
on behalf of Palestine is not 
uncommon. Nonetheless, 
the students of SAIA refused 
to be intimidated and ex-
ecuted a hugely successful 
week of events amidst this 
climate of controversy.

NEWS
IAW 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Failure to consult at forefront of Grand Chief’s letter to Québec Premier

FIRST NATIONS CONTINUE TO UNITE 
AGAINST ENERGY EAST
Ronnie Safarov

The Mohawk Council of 
Kanesatake and several oth-
er Indigenous groups con-
tinue to oppose the contro-
versial TransCanada Energy 
East pipeline project.

 In the letter he addressed 
to Québec Premier Phillipe 
Couillard, published in the 
Montreal Gazette on March 
14, Grand Chief Serge Si-
mon from the Mohawk 
Council of Kanesatake re-
ferred to the decision of 
many Indigenous nations 
from all over Canada to join 
together to oppose the En-
ergy East project.

“An alliance of indig-
enous nations, from coast 
to coast, is being formed 
against all the pipeline,” 
wrote Simon. 

As a part of the Iroquois 
Caucus, the Mohawk Coun-
cil’s opposition to the pipe-
line was a part of a collective 
decision by the rest of its 
members to stand against 
the project. The Assembly 
of First Nations of Québec 
and Labrador, representing 
43 Québec chiefs, and the 
Union of British Columbia 
Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) have 
joined as well. 

Energy East, the 4,600-ki-
lometre pipeline, is projected 
to carry 1.1 million barrels 
of crude oil per day from Al-
berta and Saskatchewan to 
refineries in Eastern Canada. 
The majority of the route 
will consist of a converted 
natural gas pipeline. How-
ever, a large amount of new 
pipeline segments are pro-
posed to be built in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Eastern Ontario, Québec and 
New Brunswick to connect 
to the converted pipe. 

Simon, in his strongly-
worded letter, specifically 
denounced Couillard’s 
failure to consult with In-
digenous communities in 
Québec prior to issuing the 
permit for TransCanada’s 
seismic exploration in the 
Ottawa River, which will 
precede the proposed con-
struction of Energy East in 

the region. As this pipeline 
is going to cut through the 
territories of 180 different 
First Nations communities, 
each of these nations must 
be consulted and their in-
terests accommodated prior 
to commencing any further 
development of the project. 

The concerns of Indig-
enous communities are of 
course not limited merely 
to their current lack of par-
ticipation in the decision-
making process. One of the 
main worries of many First 
Nations is the potential en-
vironmental hazard. Simon 
expressed great concern for 
the Ottawa River, which re-
mains a vital aspect of the 
Mohawks’ constitutionally 
protected way of life. Aside 
from the Mohawks’ use of 
the river for fishing, hunting, 
harvesting and serving as an 
area of tremendous spiritual 
and cultural importance, it 
may be further endangered 
due to increased risk of oil 
spillage. The Grand Chief 
invokes the memory of trou-
bling cases where oil spills 
have caused extensive en-
vironmental damage, such 
as the Enbridge pipeline oil 
spill in the Kalamazoo River 
or the Nexen pipeline rup-
ture near Long Lake in the 
Athabasca oil sands region 
in the summer of 2015. 

The Grand Chief’s con-
cern is understandable: 
undetected oil leaks will 
continue until someone 
discovers them, and by 
that time the spillage may 
have already done irrevers-
ible damage. According 
to Simon’s figures, several 
sections of TransCanada’s 
Keystone Pipeline Phase 
1 (that delivers oil all the 
way from Hardisty, Alberta 
through Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba to a refinery and 
a tank farm in Illinois) are 
95 per cent corroded after 
only two years of operation. 
Among other highly prob-
able environmental impacts 
that were addressed, there 
is the pipeline’s CO2 emis-
sions being between 30 and 
32 million tons per year, 

according to Pembina Insti-
tute research in 2014. 

In the past, Indigenous 
communities had already 
pointed out that there seemed 
to be a direct link between oil 
pollution and environmen-
tal harm in their region: in 
2010, the First Nations of B.C. 
voiced their concern about 
contamination from 1,400 
abandoned oil and gas sites, 
which contributed to the kill-
ing of caribou. 

All of this inevitably 
raises a question: is the pipe-
line’s contribution to Cana-
da’s economy going to be so 
significant that we will turn a 
blind eye on the possible risk 
of irreversible environmen-
tal damage? TransCanada 
feasts our ears with promises 
to create “14,000 direct and 
indirect full-time jobs across 
Canada during project’s de-
velopment and construction 
alone” and add $55 billion 
to Canada’s GDP over the 
next 20 years. However, not 
everyone is so optimistic. 
Based on a 2014 report by 
Environmental Defence, the 

Energy East pipeline will not 
provide work for Canadian 
refineries, as almost all of the 
Energy East’s crude oil will 
be exported unrefined from 
Canada.

According to a 2014 Nat-
ural Resources Canada esti-
mation, Canada has 825,000 
kilometers of pipeline in-
frastructure. For the sake of 
comparison, the National 
Highway System’s length is 
only 38,021 kilometres. 

Each second, this intri-

cate cobweb of steel arter-
ies, running beneath the 
soil and cutting through the 
heart of the boreal forest 
tirelessly pumps thousands 
of gallons of hydrocarbons, 
the organic remains of pre-
historic flora and fauna. 
What once walked and grew 
upon the Earth has now 
turned into a source of great 
wealth – most of which the 
owners of petroleum com-
panies are poised to reap. 

There is no time for senti-

mental reflections, however. 
As this monstrous pipeline 
is about to grow even larger, 
further action is required to 
preserve the lives that will 
be negatively affected by the 
pipeline’s presence. 

According to Simon, “We 
will not be brushed aside 
any longer and we wish to 
press upon you that we re-
serve the right to take legal 
action if necessary to pre-
vent the abuse of our inher-
ent rights.”

 Photo: Courtesy of SAIA

 Map: Sourced from the Environmental Defense Report 2014

NEED A GOOD 
READ OVER THE 
SUMMER MONTHS? 
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Last month, following a lenghty 
bargaining process that began almost 
two years ago, we at the Carleton 
University Postdoctoral Association 
reached our fi rst collective agreement 
with Carleton’s administration. We were 
able to secure:

• better minimum wages
• access to health and dental benefi ts
• vacation provisions
• bereavement leave
• academic freedom protections
• grievance and arbitration procedures

Thank you for your support and 
solidarity as we struggled for better 
working conditions.

psac-ncr.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT!

CUPA
Carleton University 

Postdoctoral Association
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CAMPUS

CARLETON’S BOG CEMENTS GAG 
ORDER IN PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES

HOW CANADA WEIGHS THE “BURDEN” OF DISABILITY

Leveller Staff 

The Graduate Students’ 
Association (GSA) at Car-
leton University is accus-
ing its board of governors 
(BOG) of doubling down on 
a gag order on board mem-
bers, according to a state-
ment released on March 16.

The statement was in re-
sponse to the board revealing 
its proposed bylaws on March 
14 and rejecting 10 of the 12 
recommendations submitted 
by six campus organizations 
that would, “make the board 
more accountable and rep-
resentative of the university 
community.”

“What is most troubling 
is that the board has reject-
ed our proposal to allow 
and encourage board mem-
bers to freely communicate 
with the Carleton commu-
nity about non-confidential 
board business,” GSA Presi-

dent Michael Bueckert told 
the Leveller via email. 

“This undermines the 
ability of both elected and 
non-elected representatives to 
engage with the community, 
gather feedback and even ex-
plain the consequences of the 
board’s decisions.”

Controversy enshrouded 
Carleton’s BOG after it re-
cently imposed a code of 
conduct on members in 
what was viewed as an at-
tempt to muzzle biology 
professor Root Gorelick af-
ter he blogged about board 
meetings.

“The proposed bylaws 
are horrendous and embar-
rassing,” said Gorelick in 
an email to the Leveller. “If 
passed, they will certainly 
damage the reputation of the 
university, making Carleton’s 
governance one of the most 
repressive in the country.”

At least two board mem-

bers along with Carleton’s 
administration maintain 
that Gorelick and others do 
not have the right to pub-
licly discuss board business. 

University spokesperson 
Steven Reid quoted a passage 
from the Supreme Court of 
Canada in the Ottawa Citizen 
on March 18 describing the 
duty of board members to 
“serve the corporation self-
lessly, honestly, and loyally.” 

“While possibly an accu-
rate description of fiduciary 
duty, Mr. Reid seems to have 
used the terms ‘selflessly’, 
‘honestly’, and ‘loyally’ out 
of context,” Gorelick told 
the Leveller. 

“My loyalty is to Carleton 
University, not to its presi-
dent nor (the) chair of its 
board...My honesty means 
committing no lies of omis-
sion, which would otherwise 
be imposed by the draconian 
new gag order. My selfless-

ness means putting my job 
on the line for defending 
academic freedom and trying 
to improve the university by 
being willing to voice even a 
modicum of dissent.”

Gorelick refused to sign 
the code of conduct and his 
future on the board remains 
uncertain.

The GSA further accused 
the BOG of solidifying its 
power by assuming full con-
trol and oversight over stu-
dent elections of board rep-
resentatives.

“The GSA believes that 
these elections should be 
held by the student unions 
that represent students, 
without any interference 
from the university,” accord-
ing to the statement. 

“This ensures that elections 
are fair, transparent, and sub-
ject to the bylaws established 
by students themselves.”

Gorelick agrees with 

Lauren Scott 

After three years of liv-
ing in Canada, the family of 
Felipe Montoya, an environ-
mental studies professor at 
York University, was denied 
permanent residency in the 
country. The reason for deni-
al: Montoya’s 13 year-old son, 
Nico, has Down syndrome. 

Nico was considered to be 
too much of a “burden” on 
Canadian taxpayers and the 
family is now forced to move 
back to Costa Rica in June.  

Natalie Spagnuolo is a 
doctoral student and disabil-
ity activist whose doctoral 
research, funded by the So-
cial Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council, explores 
issues of citizenship and 
disability. The Leveller inter-
viewed her by e-mail: 

The Leveller: What do 
you think of the Montoya’s 
situation? Why has this hap-
pened, or how is something 
like this possible?

Natalie: This is not at all 
a unique situation. Decisions 
like these may violate promis-
es of inclusion in internation-
al and national human rights 
legislation, but unfortunately 
they are incredibly common. 
These decisions are applied 
against people with disabili-
ties who are born outside of 
Canada, but they reflect the 
devaluation and dehuman-
ization that most Canadians 
with intellectual disabilities 
and their families experience 
on a day-to-day basis. This 
takes place through the deni-
al of basic supports, appropri-
ate housing, a living income, 
education, opportunities for 
meaningful participation, 
and despite the fact that their 
citizenship status entitles 
them to these things.

The Leveller: Why would 
immigration officials make 
the decision based on the 
grounds of “burden” on the 
system? Is this important to 
look at or should there be 
more important consider-
ations to immigration? 

Natalie: These sorts of deci-
sions hinge on subjective de-

terminations of what counts 
as “burden,” so there is lots of 
room for personal prejudice to 
shape the results. The stigma 
associated with intellectual dis-
ability is often so strong that it 
discounts entire families, and 
not just the individual with the 
disability. So even though Fe-
lipe has secure employment as 
a tenured faculty member, the 
stigma associated with his son 
Nico is strong enough to make 
his whole family appear to be a 
liability, even if they don’t need 
to draw on social services be-
cause of Felipe’s income. 

The Leveller: How do 
you think officials came to 
put a price of $6,000-7,000 

on burden-ship? Are people 
with disabilities often talked 
about in terms of cost? 

Natalie: These sorts of 
valuations are really central 
to how people with disabili-
ties experience oppression 
and social exclusion. It’s im-
possible to quantify and fix 
something as dynamic as a 
person’s level of need. This 
tactic really just serves to justi-
fy exclusion for other reasons. 
The main function of these 
cost-benefit analyses is that 
they perpetuate existing prej-
udices against people with 
disabilities by underestimat-
ing their potential contribu-
tions and overestimating the 

costs of support and then just 
focusing on these costs.  

The Leveller: Is the immi-
gration system biased against 
people with disabilities? Why 
can this be rationalized as fair?

Natalie: The immigration 
system represents disability 
in medical terms, seeing it as 
“unhealthy.” It assumes that 
people with disabilities expe-
rience a low quality of life for 
“natural,” rather than social 
reasons. The same logic mo-
tivates a lot of disability vio-
lence,  such as so-called mercy 
killings. Disability activist 
groups have been very vocal 
in explaining that socio-eco-
nomic deprivation and social 

isolation — and not their own 
impairments — are a major 
source of suffering.  This re-
ally contradicts more com-
monly-held definitions of 
disability that the Canadian 
government espouses at other 
levels, which acknowledge 
that physical environments 
and social attitudes and pro-
cesses are structured in a way 
that advantages certain peo-
ple and excludes others.

The Leveller: Felipe has 
called the decision medieval 
and barbaric. Would you 
agree with that statement? 
Why or why not?

Natalie: The incarceration 
and segregation of people 

with disabilities is a very cur-
rent practice: Ontario only 
recently closed its regional 
centres, which were institu-
tions that confined people 
with intellectual disabilities, 
and the survivor community 
is still working hard to ensure 
that reparations for atrocities 
committed against former 
residents and other promises 
are honoured. At the same 
time, people with intellectual 
disabilities are subject to new 
atrocities and forms of vio-
lence. People with disabili-
ties, especially intellectual 
disabilities, are often one of 
the last groups to be included 
in progressive change.

the GSA’s assertion that the 
board has doubled down on 
the gag order and its nega-
tive implications for student 
representation.

“The new ‘Code of Con-
duct’ was draconian, while the 
proposed new bylaws aim to 
codify those draconian rules 
within a misguided constitu-
tional framework,” he said. 

“Not only will governors 
be required to sign that gag 
order, students running for 
open seats on the Board 
must now sign a promise 
that they will sign the code 
of conduct before officially 
becoming a governor. With-
out that promise, the uni-
versity secretary will deem 
those students ineligible to 
run for an open seat.”

While the GSA is disap-
pointed that the bylaws fail 
to address board member-
ship imbalance, which is 
comprised of a majority of 
“appointed ‘community 
members’ vastly outnum-
bering the elected internal 
stakeholders (students, fac-
ulty, and staff),” the two 

accepted proposals will 
modestly improve campus 
representation.

“We are very pleased to 
see that the board has backed 
off from its previous attempts 
to exclude the executives of 
labour and student unions 
from being eligible to serve 
on the board, which means 
that the bylaws preserve the 
right of students and workers 
to freely elect their own rep-
resentatives,” said Bueckert. 

“This is a major victory 
for Carleton’s labour student 
unions, as we have been 
pushing against these propos-
als for a couple of years now.”

Carleton’s contract in-
structors are now also eli-
gible to sit on the board, al-
though they are to be elected 
by senators and not their 
peers. Postdoctoral scholars 
remain ineligible.

“The board has no taste 
for making structural chang-
es unless the changes cen-
tralize power,” said Gore-
lick, “thereby rendering the 
board increasingly more 
corporate and less collegial.”

CUPE 4600 AGM 

  

 Thurs April  7th 
 Dunton  2017 
 Time: 12:30pm  
 

 

 

 

Contracts for TAs and CIs expire this summer, 
which means we have a very big year ahead of 
us! As we prepare to go into bargaining it is 
very important for union members to come 
out to this AGM.  

We will: 

 Elect a new Executive 

 Elect a bargaining team 

 Build a strong fighting union that can win 
the contracts we deserve 

Local 4600 of the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE  
4600), represents all Teaching Assistants, internally-funded  
Research Assistants, and Contract Instructors at Carleton  
University. It is the largest union on campus, with more than  
2400 members.  

Contact: cupe.ca mobcor@cupe4600.ca 613-520-7482  511a Unicentre, Carleton University 

Fighting for affordable education and better working conditions since 1979 
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NEWS

ACKNOWLEDGING ON WHOSE LAND WE LIVE

SUPPORTERS 
PICKET CUBAN 
EMBARGO AT 
U.S. EMBASSY

Matthew Behrens 

An hour south of Otta-
wa, the picturesque heritage 
town of Perth – voted On-
tario’s prettiest community 
by TVO viewers – is celebrat-
ing its 200th anniversary this 
year, as are surrounding 
townships Tay Valley, Drum-
mond/North Elmsley and 
Beckwith. But in promising 
200 bicentennial events to 
mark its founding as a mili-
tary settlement, this popular 
tourist destination appears 
to have overlooked a signifi-
cant number of Indigenous 
residents with roots in the 
area that go back 8,000 
years: the Algonquin people.

A Feb. 25 Chamber of 
Commerce article in the 
EMC community newspa-
per, as part of the 200th anni-
versary coverage, described 
the European colonists who 
survived the difficult trans-
Atlantic journey as “brave, 
intrepid souls [who] would 
cut a civilization out of what 
was essentially an area com-
pletely devoid of any social 
network.”

It goes on to quote a se-
ries of local historians who 
express their awe and ad-
miration for those settlers 

who seemed to overcome 
impossible odds but fails to 
mention who, exactly, was 
already here to help them. 

“This was not an empty 
land but a homeland,” said 
Maureen Bostock of the La-
nark County Neighbours for 
Truth and Reconciliation, 
during the March 1 del-
egation with the Perth town 
council.

The settlers were wel-
comed and befriended and 
helped through the early 
years of settlement. In ex-
change, the newcomers took 
over more and more of the 
traditional territory – push-
ing aside Algonquin people 
with little regard for the 
cultural, material or spiri-
tual needs of the Indigenous 
people or the land that sus-
tained them.

In order to address 
Perth’s major historical over-
sight, Bostock said she and 
a group of settlers, recent 
immigrants and members 
of local Indigenous com-
munities came together “to 
bring into the light the true 
history of the area.” The ad 
hoc group aims to point out 
that the bicentennial must 
include acknowledgement 
of “the occupation and the 

dislocation of Algonquin 
people, as their lands were 
settled illegally and the for-
ests were cut down.”

Taking their cue from 
the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission (TRC), 
as well as work done by 
the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities and the Ca-
nadian Coalition of Munici-
palities Against Racism and 
Discrimination, the Lanark 
County group drafted a 
powerful resolution that has 
been presented to all area 
municipalities celebrating 
their 200th anniversaries. 
Among the commitments, 
the group seeks formal ac-
knowledgement that these 
towns continue to exist on 
unceded Algonquin territory 
(in the form of a statement 
to be read out at all official 
town events and council 
meetings) and adoption 
and implementation of the 
United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples as the framework 
for reconciliation. Addition-
al parts of the resolution 
call for annual recognition 
of National Aboriginal Day 
(June 21), inclusion and 
celebration of Algonquin 
history as part of the town’s 

bicentennial and endorse-
ment and implementation 
of TRC recommendations. 
Similar resolutions have 
been passed by communi-
ties such as Vancouver and 
Fort St. James.

As Perth town council-
lors looked on warily during 
the March 1 presentation, 
Bostock reminded them 
that Perth was actually es-
tablished in “contradiction 
to British Law and the Roy-
al Proclamation of 1763.” 
These laws stated that settlers 
could only be given land af-
ter an agreement had been 
reached between First Na-
tions and the Crown, with 
the decision being ratified at 
the 1764 Treaty of Niagara, 
“where delegations of Indig-
enous peoples from across 
what is now southern Ontar-
io met and exchanged wam-
pum belts with a representa-
tive of the British Crown.” 

“Through this peace 
process,” Bostock contin-
ued, “the Algonquin people 
agreed to share the land but 
did not then nor ever since 
surrender their title and 
rights to the land. The his-
tory of broken treaties be-
gan almost immediately as 
the Crown granted parcels 

of unceded land to reward 
soldiers for their service.”

As part of the Lanark 
County group’s presenta-
tions to their 21st century 
municipal representatives, 
they have reached back to 
quote from a 19th century 
delegation that similarly 
went to town council to ad-
dress grievances resulting 
from colonial practices. The 
1840 address by Omamiwi-
nini (Algonquin) leader Ka-
ondinoketch (reproduced 
by Ardoch Algonquin lead-
er and Indigenous studies 
professor Paula Sherman in 
the book At Home in the Tay 
Valley describes a painful re-
ality already existing a mere 
quarter-century into Perth’s 
history: “Our hunting 
grounds that are vast and 
extensive and once abound-
ed in the richest furs and 
swarmed with deer of ev-
ery description are now ru-
ined. We tell you the truth, 
we now starve half the year 
through and our children, 
who were accustomed to 
being comfortably clothed, 
are now naked.”

Such words are not nor-
mally spoken in town coun-
cil gatherings, which are 
generally the stuff of waste 

management or property 
easement issues and at the 
Perth and Tay Valley meet-
ings, not a single question 
was asked by elected repre-
sentatives.

“We knew that our pre-
sentation may be met with 
resistance from councillors 
whose families may cel-
ebrate their history as set-
tlers,” Bostock said. “Our 
intention is not to bring 
shame on anyone’s ances-
tors but to balance the nar-
rative of that history and 
require all governments to 
take action to right this his-
toric wrong.”

While each body received 
the presentations as “infor-
mation,” the Lanark County 
group hopes to follow up 
to ensure that the town-
ships adopt the resolution 
as well as cooperate with 
organizing future educa-
tional events. Doing so will 
remind all who live in the 
area of the rich history of the 
Algonquin people and the 
fact that they are still here 
among us, not to be disap-
peared either in historical 
celebrations or daily life.

A full copy of the resolu-
tion is available by emailing 
tasc@web.ca

Joey Clavette 

Fifty-eight years and a 
Cold War ago on March 14, 
the United States imposed 
an arms embargo on its 
southern Caribbean neigh-
bour, Cuba. From then on, 
tensions worsened, and 
after a successful socialist 
revolution, the embargo was 
expanded into a full-fledged 
blockade of trade, which re-
mains to this day. 

 Sixteen people 
protested the Cuban em-
bargo at the U.S. embassy 
on March 17 — some of 
whom have been supporting 
Cuba since the 1959 revolu-
tion that overthrew Batista 
— which was organized by 
Ottawa Cuba Connections 

(OCC). Along with a sister 
movement in Vancouver, 
they meet on the 17th of 
every month to protest the 
ongoing blockade and the 
United States’ occupation 
of Guantanamo Bay. The 
blockade is estimated to cost 
the United States 1.2 Billion 
USD every year and Cuba 
$685 Million. This ends up 
being 0.007 per cent of U.S. 
GDP, adding up to $3.75 
per citizen, while Cuba suf-
fers the equivalent of 1 per 
cent of their GDP and $62 
per citizen where the aver-
age income is equivalent to 
211 USD. 

The significance of pro-
testing every seventeenth is 
that on Dec. 17, 2014, all 
of the “Cuban Five,” Cu-

ban political prisoners ar-
rested in the U.S. in 1998, 
were released. Prior to this, 
OCC had been lobbying for 
their release and protesting 
on the fifth of every month. 
Seeing the release as a happy 
victory, sometimes referred 
to as the start of the “Cuban 
Thaw,” OCC decided to con-
tinue working toward equi-
table relations between the 
United States and Cuba. 

This thaw has been the 
mark of a development in 

Cuba-United States rela-
tions, with President Barack 
Obama meeting Raul Castro 
in April of 2015. This was 
the first meeting of Ameri-
can and Cuban heads of 
state since the Cuban revo-
lution. Subsequently, em-
bassies were reopened in 
Havana and Washington, 
Cuban-Americans, mission-
aries and students have been 
allowed to travel to Cuba 
and at least one company 
has been given the go-ahead 

to create a tractor factory in 
Cuba. This would be the first 
significant American invest-
ment in trade with Cuba 
since the revolution.

As Louis Lang, one of the 
protestors present, pointed 
out, however, President 
Obama does not have the 
full ability to reverse the 
embargo. The embargo is 
upheld by a number of laws, 
which only the Congress can 
overturn. Lang also pointed 
out that President Obama 

is, however, completely free 
to discontinue the American 
occupation of Guantanamo 
Bay, a detail which sticks out 
like a sore thumb in refer-
ence to opening diplomatic 
relations. 

Only time will tell when 
the blockade will be lifted 
but it definitely seems im-
minent. Until then, you 
can find the OCC every 
month chanting at embassy, 
“U.S.A., end the blockade 
now!”

Group urges local townships to acknowledge Indigenous land rights 

Photo: Joey Clavette

Perth. Photo: Quyen Sy, Flickr
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Les Sans-culottes 
étaient les 
révolutionnaires 
radicaux pendant la 
Révolution française 
(vers 1789). Leur 
nom émanait des 
pantalons qu’ils 
portaient au lieu 
de la culotte courte 
et des bas, portés 
par les nobles et 
les bourgeois.

à parler de féminisme, 
c’est-à-dire d’égalité 
entre les hommes et 
les femmes.

La controverse soulevée 
par les déclarations de la 
ministre responsable à la 
Condition féminine et de 
sa prédécesseure est justi-
fiée. Après tout, l’existence 
même de cette fonction re-
pose sur un constat simple : 
il existe des inégalités entre 
les hommes et les femmes et 
celles-ci, loin de se réduire 
à des enjeux de motiva-
tion personnelle, sont de 
nature structurelle. C’est 
bien pour cette raison qu’il 
est pertinent d’en faire un 
enjeu politique et de nom-
mer un membre du conseil 
des ministres responsable 
de s’atteler à la tâche de 
les réduire. En ramenant la 
question de l’égalité hom-
mes-femmes sur le terrain 
des choix individuels, la 
ministre Thériault a donc 
trahi l’esprit, la raison d’être 
de son propre ministère.On 
a raison de le lui reprocher, 
et sa mise au point dans les 
pages deLa Presse montre 
qu’elle était elle-même con-
sciente de la maladresse de 
sa déclaration.

Or, si on examine la situ-
ation d’un autre angle, les 
propos de mesdames Théri-
ault et Vallée n’ont, au fond, 
rien de surprenant. Ils sont 
au contraire absolument 
cohérents avec l’idéologie 
générale du gouvernement 
auquel elles appartiennent. 

Après tout, qu’est-ce qui 
motive l’austérité sinon la 
volonté de transférer sur les 
épaules des individus la re-
sponsabilité de leur sort? Ce 
jeu n’est pas à somme nulle 
: il permet aux très riches 
de se libérer de leurs obli-
gations et laissent les plus 
fragiles dans l’angoisse et le 
dépouillement.

Le conservatisme 
masqué des Libéraux

Le mérite de ce genre de 
controverse est aussi de révé-
ler la vraie nature de ses pro-
tagonistes. Le scandale des 
dernières semaines a non 
seulement mis en lumière 
l’ignorance et le manque 
de culture politique d’une 
bonne portion de la dépu-
tation libérale, il a aussi fait 
la démonstration – à ceux 
qui en doutaient encore – 
que malgré son nom et ses 
beaux discours de début de 
mandat, le parti au pouvoir 
à Québec est bien davantage 
conservateur que libéral. 
Comme elles semblent 
loin, aujourd’hui, les belles 
déclarations de l’été 2013, 
alors que Philippe Couillard 
confessait avoir «le cœur à 
gauche et le portefeuille à 
droite», se disait fier d’avoir 
été élu chef du «grand parti 
progressiste de notre his-
toire» et annonçait son in-
tention de faire en sorte 
que celui-ci «soit à nouveau 
reconnu comme le parti le 
plus éthique, le plus compé-
tent, le plus inclusif, le plus 
représentatif et le plus par-

On est féministe ou ben on l’est pas
Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois 

Cet article est paru sur rico-
chet.media le 9 mars 2016

Les  déc la ra t ions 
des ministres Vallée 
et Thériault ont fait 
réagir, et avec rai-
son. En plus d’avoir 
le mérite de nous rap-
peler l’ignorance et 
l’inculture de ceux qui 
nous dirigent, leurs pro-
pos démontrent à quel 
point il est important, 
en 2016, de continuer 

Photo: coptictalent

ticipatif du Québec».
Avec sa timide et mal-

adroite déclaration de la 
semaine dernière , le pre-
mier ministre Couillard a 
fait la démonstration que 
sa réputation d’intellectuel 
était largement surfaite et 
que loin de diriger un parti 
«moderne, plus prêt que ja-
mais à relever les défis du 
XXIe siècle », il s’inscrivait 
dans la continuité du vi-

rage conservateur imposé 
au PLQ depuis que Jean 
Charest en a été élu chef. 
On le voit également aussi 
dans le dossier de la légali-
sation de la marijuana. En 
politique, ce sont les actes 
et non les promesses qui 
comptent. Le soi-disant 
virage progressiste du 
PLQ de Couillard apparaît 
aujourd’hui pour ce qu’il 
est : une supercherie.

L’incapacité de ce gou-
vernement à assumer (ne 
serait-ce qu’en parole!) une 
étiquette aussi élémentaire et 
simple que celle de «fémin-
iste» confirme, sur le plan 
moral, ce que la radicalité 
des mesures d’austérité avait 
laissé présager sur le plan 
économique : les conserva-
teurs ont peut-être été défaits 
au fédéral, mais ils sont au 
pouvoir au Québec.

DECOLONIZATION PUBLIC INTEREST SCHOOL
APRIL 1-2, 2016

CARLETON UNIVERSITY
WORKSHOPS:

• Algonquin Land Claims/Chaudière Falls
• Anti-Violence and MMIW

• Decolonizing Film & Media
• Decolonizing Gender

• Decolonizing the Sex Work Movement
• KAIROS Blanket Exercise

• Right Relationships: Black and Indigenous Peoples

FEATURING:
• Lynn Gehl

• Native Youth Sexual  
Health Network

• Zainab Amadahy
• Albert Dumont
• Naomi Sayers
• Bridget Tolley

Plus Lots More! 
For more info and to register, visit: opirgcarleton.org

 opirg@carleton.ca

En politique, ce sont 
les actes et non les 
promesses qui comptent.



The Dark History of 
Canada Park

MICHELLE WEINROTH

T
he Palestinian Exodus, also known 
as “Nakba,” literally translates 
to “disaster” or “catastrophe” in 
Arabic. Nakba recalls a traumatic 
episode in 1948 when Israeli 

paramilitary forces (the Haganah) expelled 
more than 700,000 Palestinians from their 
homeland. Carefully documented and defined 
by Israeli historian Ilan Pappe as an act of ethnic 
cleansing, this episode represents the dark 
history of Israel’s ascendancy to statehood. 

Yet for all its devastation, the Nakba did not 
end in 1948. It had its aftershocks, including 
the brutal destruction of three Arab villages 
located in the Latrun Salient, an area in the 
West Bank between Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv. In 
the shadow of 1967’s Six Day War, on June 6 
and 7, the villages of Imwas, Beit Nuba and 
Yalo were depopulated at a moment’s notice. 
According to then-Israeli Defense Minister 
Moshe Dayan, the expulsion occurred “not as 
a result of battle, but of punitive action.” The 
villages were collectively punished for having 
stood resilient and undefeated before the 
forces of the Haganah in 1948.

Nearly 10,000 inhabitants were forced to 
flee their homes for fear of military assault. They 
ran, some barefoot, for almost 30 kilometres to 
Ramallah. The Israeli army – with the aid of 
the Jewish National Fund (JNF) – subsequently 
flattened the three villages, seizing 80,000 
acres of land. The survivors of this episode, 
as well as their descendants, were prohibited 
from returning home. The Latrun villages were 
effectively expropriated and fell under exclusive 
Israeli control. 

Beit Nuba, Yalo and Imwas were the 
casualties of an entrenched policy of 
expansionism dating back to the early days of 
Israel’s conception. Indeed, like many past land 
clearances, the violent seizure of these Latrun 
villages constituted a war crime. According to 
the Fourth Geneva Convention, this coercive 
displacement of villagers violated international 
law on at least two counts: it destroyed civilian 

property in militarily occupied territory and 
prevented civilians, displaced in times of war, 
from returning to their homes and properties. 

But the story does not end there. In 1973, 
Bernard Bloomfield of Montréal, then President 
of the JNF Canada (a charitable organization 
whose main objective is land redemption 
and reclaiming the historic State of Israel) 
spearheaded a campaign to raise $15 million 
for the establishment of a sanctuary of pine 
forests, Middle Eastern flora and ancient 
Roman ruins where the  Latrun villages once 
stood. Courtesy of Canadian donations, the 
project was completed in 1984. Bloomfield’s 
venture left its Canadian imprimatur on 
the reconstituted terrain: the conservancy 
was named “Canada Park” and the road 
approaching it was called Diefenbaker 
Parkway, after the former Prime Minister.

Canada Park is open to the entire global 
public, with one exception: its portals are closed 
to Palestinians. Although the park is located 
entirely in the occupied West Bank, Israel has 
cordoned it off with a barrier that prevents 
Palestinians from entering. Once owners of this 
land, they are now wholly barred.

The establishment of Canada Park on 
ethnically cleansed soil occurred under the 
banner of JNF Canada’s “charitable status,” 
a public image that has served to conceal 
Israel’s illegitimate expropriation of the Latrun 
Salient. By creating a conservancy of fertile 
growth and vestiges of ancient civilization, JNF 
Canada’s park proffers pleasure and leisure to 
the public while sequestering a sordid history 
of expulsion beneath fragrant fruit trees and 
wild herbs. The process is commonly known as 
“greenwashing.”

Some might say that this narrative is far 
removed from our shores and of no interest 
to Canadians. In fact, it is decidedly close 
to home. 

IT IS STRANGE THAT THE CANADIAN PEOPLE, WHO 
CHERISH THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, HAVE 
SUPPORTED THE BUILDING OF A RECREATIONAL PARK 
OVER THREE DESTROYED PALESTINIAN VILLAGES, 
AND CONTINUE TO GRANT CHARITABLE STATUS 
TO JNF CANADA, WHICH USES TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
DONATIONS TO COVER UP WAR CRIMES IN MY 
HOMELAND OF PALESTINE. (HEIDAR ABU GHOSH)

Photo: Courtesy of Peter Larson, Canada Talks: Israel Palestine.

CRIMES BENEATH 
THE PINES



The Dark History of 
Canada Park

MICHELLE WEINROTH

Tyler Levitan, Campaigns Coordinator of 
Independent Jewish Voices (IJV),* explained in 
an email to The Leveller that JNF Canada “is 
the national fundraising branch for the Jewish 
National Fund in Israel … a discriminatory 
organization that owns 13 % of the land in Israel, 
and whose charter prohibits it from leasing or 
selling any of these lands to non-Jews.” 

This connection between JNF Canada 
and its mother branch in Israel has serious 
implications. “For Canada,” wrote Levitan, “it 
is illegal to prevent individuals from leasing or 
buying land based on their ethnic or religious 
background.” His organization, IJV, has thus 
repeatedly called on the Canada Revenue 
Agency to revoke the charitable status of JNF 
Canada. 

Despite its ties to discriminatory policies, 
JNF Canada continues to pursue its fundraising 
activities unchecked. Notable among these 
are annual galas known as “Negev dinners.” 
These lavish affairs are attended by Ottawa 
big shots: dignitaries, developers and figures 
from all levels of Canadian government. It is 
unlikely that these guests are fully informed 
of JNF Canada’s darker deeds: i.e., that it 
is responsible for having collected (and for 
continuing to collect) tax-deductible Canadian 
donations to build and maintain a park that 
quashes the memory of expelled Latrun 
villagers. 

Over the past few years, there has been 
intensifying local resistance to JNF Canada. 
Levitan notes that “Independent Jewish Voices–
Ottawa, the local Palestinian community group 
Association of Palestinian Arab Canadians–
National Capital Region, student groups and 
other supporters of Palestinian human rights, 
have consistently protested JNF Ottawa’s 

annual fundraising galas.” In addition to these 
protests, social justice groups in the Ottawa 
community have raised public awareness in 
the press and at film screenings.

Beyond JNF Canada’s dubious charitable 
status and beyond its persistent refusal to 
engage in dialogue, there is yet another 
disturbing fact: the City of Ottawa’s name 
features on a panel in Canada Park that lists 
donors and honourees. The signage suggests 
that, as a donor, the City of Ottawa has 
contributed to the building of Canada Park and 
has thus endorsed an enterprise intertwined 
with Israel’s war crimes.

The connection between our city’s name 
and Israel’s human rights violations is a matter 
of grave political and moral concern and 
Levitan has seen to it that the issue will not 
be suppressed. Prompted by his mobilizing 
efforts, IJV’s Ottawa chapter (together with the 
Association of Palestinian Arab Canadians-
National Capital Region and other supporters 
of Palestinian human rights) has  mounted a 
local campaign to petition the City of Ottawa 
to renounce any affiliation with Canada Park 
and to formally ask the JNF to remove the name 
“City of Ottawa” from the panel listing the 
park’s donors and honourees. This campaign, 
entitled “Renounce Canada Park,” promises 
not only to be educative, but inspirational – 
to achieve, through wide public recognition, 
a significant measure of retributive justice for 
the long-suffering Latrun villagers and their 
descendants. 

The depopulation of the Latrun villages is 
a chapter embedded in Canada’s history, 
and it behooves conscious Canadians to 
learn more about Nakba and its survivors. 
On Thursday, March 31, Heidar Abu Ghosh, 
one of the Latrun’s survivors, will speak at 
Ottawa’s Centretown United Church to share 
his childhood experience of that moment in 
1967, as well as Canadian ties to its legacy.

* Michelle Weinroth is a member of the 
Independent Jewish Voices - Canada.

IT IS STRANGE THAT THE CANADIAN PEOPLE, WHO 
CHERISH THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, HAVE 
SUPPORTED THE BUILDING OF A RECREATIONAL PARK 
OVER THREE DESTROYED PALESTINIAN VILLAGES, 
AND CONTINUE TO GRANT CHARITABLE STATUS 
TO JNF CANADA, WHICH USES TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
DONATIONS TO COVER UP WAR CRIMES IN MY 
HOMELAND OF PALESTINE. (HEIDAR ABU GHOSH)

Donor list outside Canada Park. Photo: Courtesy of Peter Larson, Canada Talks: Israel Palestine.

CRIMES BENEATH 
THE PINES
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AN ACCEPTING NATION?
Travis Poland 

Canada likes to adver-
tise itself as being a country 
whose people are accepting 
and non-judgemental, and 
while positive steps have 
been taken, it is hard to give 
credit to this illusion. 

Positively speaking, CTV 
reported in February that 
UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon praised Canada’s 
involvement with the reset-
tlement of Syrian refugees, 
calling it an act of interna-
tional solidarity. The Liberal 
government boasts on their 
#WelcomeRefugees website 
that they have already met 
their goal of 25,000 refugees 
and Canada is in the gradual 
process of accepting more. 

The Syrian refugees are 
not the first that Canada has 
assisted. In 1956, Canada ac-
cepted citizens fleeing Soviet 
oppression after the Hungar-
ian Revolution. In the late 
1970s and 80s, Canada took 
in a large number of South-
east Asian refugees, primarily 
from Vietnam. Incidentally, 
these events occurred during 
the Cold War and by accept-
ing refugees fleeing commu-
nism, Canada was able to be 
seen as fighting communism 
without going to war. 

Unfortunately, this wel-
coming hand has not always 
been extended. Before World 
War II, Canada was anything 

but accepting of the world’s 
refugees. Barbara Ann Rob-
erts stated in her book 
Whence They Came: Deporta-
tion from Canada, 1900-1935, 
“Canada is a peculiar nation. 
Peopled by immigrants, it 
is a country, paradoxically, 
which hates immigration.” 

During the first two de-
cades of the 20th century, 
Canada was a growing and 
expanding colonialist state, 
with leaders deeply en-
trenched in the preference 
to populate the country with 
people who looked, spoke 
and prayed like themselves. 
The 1911 Census reports that 
49 per cent of immigrants to 
Canada were from the British 
Isles and another 16 per cent 
were from the United States. 

An incident that high-
lights these discriminatory 
sentiments was the fate of 
the Komagata Maru’s 1914 
voyage. The ship was filled 
with over 300 mostly Sikh 
refugees from India fleeing 
poverty and religious per-
secution. All the passengers 
were legally British subjects, 
but the Canadian govern-
ment turned the ship away 
when it arrived in Vancou-
ver. It was forced to return 
to India, upon which 20 
passengers were killed in 
an encounter with a British 
gunboat that sought to arrest 
the refugees, according to the 
Ontario Human Right Com-

mission. 
Only a few months be-

fore the start of World War 
II, a ship named the MS St. 
Louis was filled with over 900 
German-Jewish refugees flee-
ing the Nazi regime. After 
being shunned from other 
countries, they tried Canada. 
The ship was turned away 
and some passengers from 
the ship later died in Nazi 
concentration camps. The 
Canadian Council for Refu-
gees states that Canada only 
accepted 5,000 Jewish refu-
gees during the 12 years of 
Nazi rule in Germany, one of 
the worst records among any 
democratic country. When 
asked about how many Jew-
ish immigrants Canada 
would accept after World War 
II, an immigration officer 
stated “none is too many.”

The number of Syrian 
refugees that Canada has ac-
cepted is still a far cry from 
the number Germany has 
taken in — the country reg-
istered nearly a million refu-
gees in the first 11 months 
of 2015 alone, according to 
the UN Refugee Agency. Yet 
even Canada’s small number 
is having ripple effects upon 
others seeking refugee status 
here, people from other parts 
of the world who also face 
persecution or war. 

In an article published in 
the Tyee in January, Aganze 
Bihamba, originally from 

the Congo, which is cur-
rently embroiled in violent 
skirmishes between ethnic 
groups, recounts the difficul-
ty he faces in trying to bring 
his three sisters to Canada 
from Nairobi. With sponsor-
ship costs out of his reach at 
$30,000, he must seek finan-
cial aid from charitable do-
nors, but has been given the 
excuse that they are already 
doing their part for Syrian 
refugees or that they are “un-
willing to contend with the 
lengthy processing times in 
processing African refugees.” 

The Globe and Mail ex-
posed in February that “pro-
cessing times for non-Syrian 
refugees are often years lon-
ger than for those who are 

part of the government’s cur-
rent target program.” If the 
Canadian government — un-
der intense public scrutiny — 
was able to remove the layers 
of red tape and bureaucracy 
in order to fast track the 
Syrian refugee project, they 
could make the refugee pro-
cess easier for people from 
other parts of the world. 

Canada may be less open-
ly xenophobic and suspicious 
than it was in the past, but 
the water is not yet clear. An-
ti-refugee rhetoric has been 
increasing and there are nu-
merous online petitions ask-
ing the Trudeau government 
to halt the movement of 
refugees. These petitions are 
shrouded in Islamophobia 

and are spreading misinfor-
mation regarding terrorism, 
the Middle East and Islam. 

New Canadians come 
from all around the world 
and contribute to the unique 
cultural mosaic that is Can-
ada. The Canadian govern-
ment should be educating 
the public on why accept-
ing refugees is good for the 
country, the world and indi-
vidual refugees. Already, the 
current state is better than 
the Canada of yesterday, but 
we still have a long way to go. 

It may be best to treat the 
current state of affairs not as 
an end goal, but as one stop 
on the continuum of immi-
grant acceptance in Canada.

Refugees on the Komagata Maru, which was turned away from Vancouver.  Photo: komagatamaruweek.com (Archive Photo) 

WHO RUN THE WORLD? GIRLS
A Tribute
Mancini Ho 

To celebrate Internation-
al Women’s Day on March 
8, this article envisions a 
hypothetical society run by 
strong women as opposed 
to the traditional patriarchy 
of the status quo, a work of 
utopian fiction that might 
allow us to peer into a world 
apart from our own. 

Perhaps, Beyonce 
Knowles’ 2011 hit song “Run 
the World (Girls)” could be 
closer to the truth than we 
might have thought. 

Let us now try to imagine 
a truly democratic society 
and envision a world where 
gender roles are not as clear-

ly defined and a greater em-
phasis is placed on feminist 
ideology. 

Leading feminist schol-
ar, Mary Mellor, asserts 
that a society governed by 
feminism would be more 
successful than one led by 
our power-hungry male 
counterparts. In such a 
society as this, the emo-
tional and private spheres 
of life would be deemed 
as something worthy of 
public recognition. 

The common perception 
is no longer “buck up, you 
need to be stronger” but 
rather “lighten up, you need 
to be more sensitive.” Emo-
tional vulnerability, which 

used to be a sign of weak-
ness, is now accepted be-
haviour in this world where 
everyone is free to express 
emotions without fear of 
being stereotyped. 

In this society run by 
women, the invisible bar-
rier that separates the pri-
vate and public would be 
removed and all would be 
unveiled. 

What would this mean 
for politics? It would mean 
transparency in all areas 
of life. So much of what is 
concealed within the con-
fines of our homes is left 
unnoticed. In this world, 
domestic abuse is no longer  
treated as a “private” mat-

ter since all acts of violence 
are held to the same level of 
scrutiny. 

The integration of the 
domestic into the public 
openly recognizes paid and 
unpaid work.

In this society run by 
women, men feel less obli-
gated to uphold a masculine 
identity, willing to take on 
tasks that are not explicitly 
masculine in nature, encour-
aging a departure from the 
constraints of both patriar-
chal and masculine forms. 

Emotional needs are 
given as much priority as 
physical needs in this world. 
Nothing is wrong with being 
called “emotional.” Men are 

just as entitled to feelings as 
women and this should be 
recognized. 

In this society run 
by women, sexual and 
economic liberation is 
achieved and women are no 
longer economically depen-
dent on men. 

Pay equity is guaranteed 
and “breadwinner” is just 
another word that has no 
underlying societal pressure 
attached to it.

In this society run by 
women, body shaming is 
no longer an issue. Women 
have control of their bodies 
both sexually and in terms 
of reproduction. 

More attention is given 

to the public safety of indi-
viduals as a major concern. 
Services and resources that 
provide care for children, 
minority groups and wom-
en are a higher priority. 

In this society governed 
by feminist ideology, every-
one is truly equal in all fac-
ets of life and gender stereo-
types no longer exist. 

According to women’s 
rights activist, Hilkka Pi-
etilä, “The world… carried 
forward mainly by women, 
is an existing alternative 
culture, a source of ideas 
and values for shaping an 
alternative path of devel-
opment for nations and 
humanity.”

Illustration: Naheen Ahmed
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BROWN’S TRUE COLOUR IS CONSERVATIVE BLUE

THE ADVANTAGE OF ALLYSHIP

Harper appointed supreme court judge still towing the line

My experiences at the Millhaven Institution

How pinkwashing covers up colonialist practices

Edward Williams  

Following the death of 
United States Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia, the 
entire political establishment 
has near-unanimously lined 
up to celebrate Scalia’s alleged 
contributions to American 
jurisprudence. Conversely, 
from a progressive perspec-
tive, Scalia’s death is an occa-
sion to contemplate in awe 
the extreme-rightward shift of 
American jurisprudence over 
the last three decades. 

Importantly, as a Cana-
dian, the death of the man 
who embodied political re-
action on the bench of the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States should also serve as an 
occasion to contemplate our 
own Supreme Court’s right-
ward shift. 

It is no secret that recently 
appointed Supreme Court of 

Canada Justice Russell Brown 
is the most openly right-wing 
justice to sit on the court’s 
bench in contemporary Ca-
nadian history. Former Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
made the appointment in late 
July, days before calling the 
federal election. It is likely that 
Justice Brown’s future legacy 
within Canada will eventually 
parallel that of Scalia’s in the 
U.S., albeit less overtly. 

A brief look at Justice 
Brown’s opinions reveals a 
political perspective equally 
informed by simplistic right-
wing phraseology as it is by a 
staunch commitment to cor-
poratism. 

Prior to his appointment, 
Justice Brown was a Univer-
sity of Alberta law professor 
and prolific blogger. Immedi-
ately after the news of his blog 
broke, his posts were removed 
and it does not appear that 

Justice Brown has since pub-
licly commented on them. 

Nonetheless, the records 
of the blogs speak volumes. 

Quoting Justice Brown’s 
blogs, The Globe and Mail 
reported that the Justice self-
identifies as a “libertarian.” 
Of course, by libertarian, 
Justice Brown did not mean 
that he hails from the anti-
authoritarian and anti-statist 
school of socialism. Rather 
Justice Brown is a supporter 
of laissez-faire capitalism and 
limited state interference 
(i.e., the slashing of social 
programs for working and 
poor people). Ironically, the 
same article reports that the 
“libertarian” Justice supports 
the death penalty in the U.S. 
under certain circumstances, 
undoubtedly the highest 
form of state ‘interference’ 
imaginable.  

In fact, the libertarianism 

of Justice Brown is directly 
lifted from contemporary 
America and also informed 
the reactionary thinking of 
Justice Scalia. The ascent of 
this perversion of libertarian-
ism in the U.S. was not the 
result of any grassroots move-
ment. Rather, it was cultivated 
by lavish multi-million dollar 
donations to an assortment 
of think-tanks such as the 
Cato Institute by tax-hating 
billionaire ideologues like the 
Koch brothers. 

In an Ottawa Citizen ar-
ticle by Glen McGregor some 
of the rhetoric employed by 
Justice Brown on his now-
defunct blog was revealed. 

Directly imported from the 
language of American “liber-
tarians,” Justice Brown farci-
cally opined that Canada’s 
“[socialised] health care is fur-
nished within an involuntary, 
non-alternative state-imposed 

context.” Further illustrating 
Justice Brown’s eagerness to 
appease corporate interests he 
has called it “objectionable” 
that there are “restriction[s] 
on private expenditure[s] dur-
ing elections” and openly har-
boured “hope” of a Harperite 
“hidden agenda” (i.e., a right-
wing overhaul of the entire 
country).  

Like the “libertarian” Jus-
tice Scalia, who, amongst 
other things, provided a 
pseudo-legal veneer for tor-
ture, it is likely that Justice 
Brown will adopt a similar 
approach towards the mul-
titude of impending legal 
issues pertaining to state re-
trenchment of historic civil 
liberties. 

After all, as reported by 
the National Post on July 31, 
2015, commenting on the 
Canadian Bar Association’s 
call for the U.S. government 

to release Omar Khadr from 
Guantanamo Bay, Justice 
Brown flippantly blogged 
his belief that the demand 
was based solely on an anti-
conservative bias. 

A Canadian child being 
illegally detained and tor-
tured was dismissed as mere 
politics by a future Supreme 
Court Justice. In historical 
terms this is nothing short of 
breathtaking. 

Brown’s appointment 
may have been Harper’s last 
attempt to reinforce Cana-
dian institutions with right-
wing ideology. While the 
Supreme Court has at times 
undermined Harper with 
recent decisions such as as-
sisted-suicide, safe injection 
sites, and various First Na-
tions land claims, Brown may 
try to steer the ship the other 
way just in time for the new 
government. 

Sol Presnail  

“Cautiously optimistic” 
was the rhetoric that pro-
liferated in the mainstream 
media after the Liberals’ win 
this past fall in the Federal 
elections. After the severe 
blows dealt to human rights 
dealt by the previous gov-
ernment, who couldn’t feel 
hopeful about a change in 
regime after the fall of Harp-
er’s Conservatives? 

Who couldn’t feel the 
excitement in the air on the 
morning of Oct. 20, 2015 
after a night of mentally 
processing the results? Hu-
man rights were going to be 
politically regarded in ways 
where they wouldn’t be im-
mediately dismissed due to 

their supposed burden on 
the economy. 

That’s right folks, now 
there is an elected govern-
ment in place that has 
promised to positively par-
ticipate in human rights – as 
long as advocating for these 
rights is and remains politi-
cally strategic.

In late February, Toronto 
Pride released information 
on Twitter about Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
plans to march in the pa-
rade on July 3. The timing 
of the tweet could not have 
been more opportune, as 
this came hours after Par-
liament’s collective con-
demnation of the boycott, 
divestment, and sanctions 
(BDS) movement against 

Israel and the occupation of 
Palestine. 

A photograph of Trudeau 
was released with this an-
nouncement: Trudeau smil-
ing and making a heart 
shape with his hands while 
standing in front of a highly-
saturated, fuchsia backdrop. 
Could there be a more apt 
portrayal of pinkwashing? 

For those unfamiliar with 
the term, pinkwashing de-
scribes political or corporate 
strategies attempting to pro-
mote a product or entity by 
marketing it as queer-friend-
ly. This allows for Trudeau 
to exploit this human rights 
movement in order to placate 
liberals concerned with a pol-
itician’s human rights record. 

Trudeau is not the first 

...UNTIL ONE HAS BEEN INSIDE ITS JAILS
Joey Clavette 

Prison is punishment; in 
a sense, imprisonment is an 
act of violence. If I were to 
abduct someone and lock 
them in my house, that 
would be kidnapping. Now, 
obviously prison has a differ-
ent end. It finds justification 
through an assumed capacity 
to suppress possible societal 
dangers. However, this does 
not detract from the fact that 
forcibly confining someone 
is an act of violence, an act 
of ‘socially acceptable’ and 
federally enforced revenge. 
We ought to look for viable 
alternatives which better fos-
ter societal safety.

With that said, let me 
talk about the trip I took 
to Millhaven Penitentiary 
on February 10th to visit a 
group of prisoners serving 
life sentences - “lifers”. In 
Canada a life sentence is 25 
years long. I was invited into 
the Millhaven Lifers Liaison 
Group, an action group of 
OPIRG at uOttawa.

I got up tired that morn-
ing, skipped two classes and 
a midterm. I hopped in my 

prof’s car at uOttawa along 
with two other volunteers. We 
drove for about two hours and 
after some jumps, bumps and 
wrong turns, we emerged from 
farmland and approached the 
Millhaven compound. 

The first thing that struck 
me was the fences: two of 
them, parallel, about 10 
feet apart and about 15-20 
feet high with barbed wire 
on top. The fence wrapped 
around a compound of util-
itarian buildings, with rifle 
towers stationed along the 
outer perimeter. You really 
get the feeling you’re not in 
civilian land anymore.

We had to pass through 
a security checkpoint, which 
felt like an airlock into an-
other world. The first gate 
opens. You stand there with 
some strange men in suits. 
The door behind us closes. 
The door ahead of us opens. 
We walk on. Entering the 
main building, there’s an 
obligatory picture of some 
old white guy in a suit next 
to a Canadian flag. I see pris-
oners for the first time but I 
mistake them for custodians. 
If you want to know what a 

prison looks like on the in-
side, just imagine your high-
school but dirtier. It isn’t 
uncommon for the same ar-
chitects to work on prisons, 
schools and hospitals.

Next came the grueling 
volunteer training. We’re 
shown an archaic-looking 
PowerPoint presentation. It’s 
repetitive and full of propa-
ganda describing prisoners 
as manipulative.  We’re told 
that we can’t help them at all 
and we can’t talk about any-
thing that happens in here. 

We were to meet the 
prisoners in the chapel. The 
doors were to be locked be-
hind us. The prison’s volun-
teer coordinator reassured 
us that guards sat behind the 
glass at the top of the room 
equipped with guns and 
unspecified gas. I remained 
unassured.

The first man entered. 
Being alone with the four of 
us volunteers he was fidgety 
and a little awkward.  I was 
too. He cracked some jokes 
to break the ice and told 
us he was surprised that we 
actually showed up. More 
men crowded in, 11 in to-

tal. They were allowed to 
wear their own clothes. As 
a result most were wearing 
snapbacks, sports shirts and 
baggy jeans. When I looked 
in their faces I saw poverty, 
they looked like my family 
who live in projects. I see 
the faces of the exploited, 
impoverished construction 
workers whom I used to 
work alongside.

The inmates were much 
more intelligent than I had 
unfairly stereotyped them 
to be. They were open and 
friendly. One was appeal-
ing his case and could likely 
pass the bar. Another was 
keeping up with my prof’s 
prison theory which I could 
hardly understand. There 
were some seeking univer-
sity degrees from the inside. 
One very pragmatic gentle-
man was ardently seeking 
the administration forms 
that explained how he could 
move out of maximum secu-
rity. It was general consen-
sus that the documents are 
very hard to come by, either 
by staff negligence or inten-
tional withholding.

The men told stories of 

abuse. One had spent two-
and-a-half years of his life in 
solitary. All of the inmates 
had been in solitary con-
finement at one time or an-
other. They said the guards 
provoked them, especially 
around the time when they’re 
up for a review to move to 
lower-security confinement. 
One man illustrated this 
point, saying that when the 
men left the showers, a guard 
had accosted him, asking if 
they “sucked each other’s...”

The men told me the 
mental health unit was 
where most of the solitary 
units were found. That was 
maddening. 

The inmates told us there 
was very little recreational or 
rehabilitative programming. 
There was an overall consen-
sus that most rehabilitative 
programing, when it did oc-
cur, was patronizing. The men 
tried to organize to build pet 
toys for the local animal shel-
ter but to no avail. Meetings 
for programs could be, and 
were, arbitrarily cancelled by 
the prison staff. Even my  vol-
unteer group experienced this 
arbitrary cancellation when 

we tried to return to the pris-
on later.

Normally, the prison 
cancels visitations for the 
summer between April and 
September so the staff can 
plan vacations. This year 
they had not resumed the 
break until February and de-
spite this extended break the 
staff still plan to end visita-
tions in April of this year. 
Many of the inmates have 
not seen their partners, chil-
dren or families in months 
due to visitation cancella-
tions and lock-downs. The 
inmates are locked up; no-
body is looking in just as 
they cannot look out. 

The treatment of these 
human beings is…criminal.

I know it’s hard for a lot 
of people to have feelings 
for these men. Still, im-
prisonment is violence. We 
know that corporal punish-
ment, lashing and such, is 
cruel and ineffective. Im-
prisonment is also degrad-
ing and violent. We need to 
reexamine the goal of the 
justice system. It should not 
be about revenge. There’s no 
morality or sanity in that.

power holder to participate 
in pinkwashing. Israel has 
been promoting itself as 
queer-friendly in order to 
increase the perception of 
the colonial state as a mod-
ern democracy where queer 
tourists and migrants can 
safely enjoy contributing to 
the military occupation of 
Palestine.

Jasbir Puar, associate 
professor of women’s and 
gender studies at Rutgers 
University, wrote in the 
Guardian: “Within global 
gay and lesbian organising 
circuits, to be gay friendly is 
to be modern, cosmopoli-
tan, developed, first-world, 
global north, and, most sig-
nificantly, democratic.” 

The queer movement has 
historically been co-opted 
into furthering the interests 
of white supremacy and cap-
italism as a means of becom-

ing palatable to the white-
washed mainstream. Instead 
of assimilating to main-
stream white culture, queer 
movements would liberate 
more by making strides to 
challenge eurocentric sexual 
and gender norms.

Pride started centering 
human rights and we need 
to re-adopt that tradition by 
being critical as to who we 
are including and who we 
are ignoring.

The white queer com-
munity needs to do a better 
job at judging the politics 
of the movement. Queer 
and trans settlers, alongside 
their allies, need to be aware 
of pinkwashing and the 
way it is mobilized to sup-
port the global scheme of 
colonialism. The structural 
problems of colonialism, 
homophobia and trans-
phobia intersect and queer 

solidarity work needs to 
operate within a framework 
analyzing the colonial histo-
ries of North America/Turtle 
Island, as well as a global 
context in which colonial-
ism has evolved in practice 
under the new name of “de-
velopment.” 

Otherwise, queerness 
will continue to be seen and 
felt as originating in and be-
longing to whiteness, where 
white people will feel obli-
gated to assert their ideas of 
gender and sexuality, regard-
less of their fit in non-white 
cultural contexts.

This paradigm will con-
tinue to serve the needs of 
white settlers while ignor-
ing cultural and historical 
contexts of other sexual and 
gender minorities that are al-
ready forced navigate through 
white supremacist colonial-
ism and its gender norms. 
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GRASSROOTS COMMUNITY

Fazeela Jiwa  

Grassroots Community is a 
series of interviews featuring 
the fascinating folks of Ot-
tawa. In this issue, we speak 
with Brandon Wint, an On-
tario-grown artist known for 
bringing folks together to 
celebrate the diverse arts. 

Fazeela Jiwa: How do you 
describe yourself and what 
moves you? 

Brandon Wint: I am a spo-
ken-word poet, arts educa-
tor, writer, and facilitator. 
What moves me are stories 

– long, meaningful con-
versations where the story 
of a human being starts to 
emerge. I’m interested in the 
unfolding of truth; I love it-
erations of humanity. That 
is what orients things that I 
organize as an artistic cura-
tor, and the disposition that 
fuels the way I approach my 
own art. Through spoken 
word, I try to unfold myself, 
use poetry as a tool for self-
exploration, invite people 
into my story, and connect 
to other people’s stories. I 
can appreciate any form of 
art that seems to have hu-
manity still lingering within 

INTERVIEW WITH 
BRANDON WINT

tawa putting on some new 
caps; there are new festivals 
like Megaphono or the Ar-
boretum Festival that are 
emerging as meaningful cul-
tural hubs. So I think Otta-
wa is starting to understand 
and embrace the special va-
riety of culture that it brings 
to the national and interna-
tional landscape. To create 
more of that infrastructure 
expands the possibilities for 
artists on all levels of the 
professional spectrum here. 
It’s a good time to be an art-
ist in Ottawa. 

FJ: What do you think the 
city could do to strengthen 
that momentum? 

BW: Ottawa is a place that 
is full of nooks, rather than 
a place where you can walk 
down the main street and 
notice that it’s bustling with 
creativity. If you want to find 
culture here, you kind of 
have to know someone who 
is already connected. I think 
Ottawa could do a better 
job as a city of broadcasting, 
projecting, and investing fi-
nancially in the spectrum of 
creativity that exists here, so 
that more people who need 
it can access it. Artistic cul-
tures are all here, but most 
of them exist quite rigidly 
as subcultures. I don’t think 
most people are aware of 

the vast subculture of spo-
ken word, or the many open 
mics or poetry readings that 
exist all over the city. You 
can live in this city a long 
time before you find these 
things, but when you do you 
will find that they are sub-
stantial and worthy of your 
attention. 

FJ: You are hosting an event 
on Thursday, and you are 
about to release a new al-
bum. Tell us more! 

BW: The album is called The 
Long Walk Home. It was com-
posed and recorded entirely 
in Ottawa by Alex Millaire, 
who approached me about 
working together. The idea 
of this album had been at 
the back and front and side 
of my brain for a long time, 
and it came to life in 2015. 
I suppose it tied a bow on 
my experiences as an Ot-
tawa artist, now that I live 
in another city. The album 
is mostly voice and piano, 
but it also features a classical 
string quartet. It is, so far, the 
best thing I have ever done. 
The preorders will start on 
March 25 at brandonwint.
bandcamp.com and the full 
release will be in the last 
week of April. I hope to pro-
mote it through a series of 
intimate house concerts all 
over the country. 

I am hosting the Artistic 
Showcase on Thursday, 
March 24th at 7:30[pm] at 
Pressed Café, which is a se-
ries that I have been orga-
nizing in Ottawa for three 
years. I’m excited about the 
diverse array of artistry it will 
feature. Komi Olaf, a spoken 
word artist and one of the 
foremost visual artists in the 
country, will bring his brand 
of magic – he is known for 
performing poetry and live 
painting at the same time. 
Warm-hearted and energetic 
Rita Carter will also be per-
forming, an Ottawa-born 
and bred folk artist in the 
tradition of Tracy Chapman 
and Lauryn Hill. Moe Clark, 
from Montreal, is a Metis 
artist who does things that 
nobody else in the country 
does, as far as integrating 
spoken word poetry with an 
incredible singing voice and 
a mastery of the loop pedal. 
The night will also feature a 
young writer named Kayal 
Vizhi, a student of the cre-
ative writing program at Car-
leton who was shortlisted 
in the annual CBC creative 
non-fiction contest. Her 
work brims with the gritty 
human tales, sights, sounds, 
and smells of all the places 
that she has been. So it’s go-
ing to be a great show, and 
I’m looking forward to it.

Photo: Courtesy of House of Paint

it. As a poet I am rather visu-
ally inclined, so whenever I 
see stark and beautiful imag-
es, I understand the chord. 

FJ: What do you think Ot-
tawa has to offer to the arts? 

BW: I lived here for nine 
years and Ottawa is the city 
that taught me everything I 
think I know about creativ-
ity and artistic community. 
It is a special place insofar as 
it has the status of a big city 
as the capital of Canada, but 
the way it goes about pro-
jecting itself is more mod-
est. Ottawa is a special place 
artistically because there is 
a lot of space for artists to 
create, a lot of room to leave 
an imprint or to become a 
guiding hand, particularly 
because Ottawa doesn’t 
project a lot of self-impor-
tance. If you come to the city 
and you want to contribute, 
you will probably find a re-
ceptive space, and in that 
way the creative community 
feels rather organic. It’s like, 
“bring your thing and we 
will find a place for it to ex-
ist happily and harmonious-
ly here.” That sort of energy 
was very helpful to me when 
I entered the spoken-word 
community. It was a warm 
space that was receptive to 
articulations of powerful 
black maleness. I do see Ot-

WATERSHED BLUES AUTOPSY
A Comic Artist Questions Himself

Tim Kitz 

Tim: Can you describe Watershed Blues for 
readers who have just picked up this issue?

Kitz: Watershed Blues is a mixed media 
comic that ran in the Leveller for the last ten 
issues, from Issue 7.2 (Oct/Nov 2014) to 8.5 
(Feb/March 2016).
Tim: What do you mean by mixed media? 
How did you create the art for the comic?

Kitz: I can’t draw, so I used photos – old his-
toric photos, and ones I took myself. But I 
wanted the photos to look more cartoony, 
stylized, and analog. So I would print them 
out and outline everything in black, using a 
brush. The idea was to ink the photos the 
same way a cartoonist would ink their pencil 
sketches. I was trying to ‘comic’ the photos 
or to ‘cartoon’ them, if that makes sense.
Tim: What was the comic about?

Kitz: It’s a series of meditations on the ecol-
ogy of the Kitchissippi (AKA  Ottawa River) 
watershed. There’s some history, but also a 
focus on the present-day city of Ottawa itself.
Tim: Serious stuff. And yet it doesn’t have any 
of the things we tend to associate with com-
ics. There’s photo-art but no drawings – and 
no superheroes or jokes, no dialogue and no 
real story. Is Watershed Blues really a comic?

Kitz: That’s up to other people to decide, I 
guess. I think it’s a comic, since it juxtaposes 
a series of images with text in an attempt to 
make a statement. But it’s all a big experi-
ment.
Tim: If it was an experiment, what were you 
trying to test?

Kitz: I was trying to see if I could make com-
ics alone, without collaborating with an art-
ist – trying to see if I could create satisfying 
art for words I’d written. Also, I wanted to 
make comics that weren’t story-based. Even 
in non-fiction comics, there’s still usually 
some sort of story. There’s a lot of biogra-
phy and autobiography in indie comics for 
example – so it’s the story of someone’s life. 
I didn’t want to do that. In my most pre-
tentious moments, I would say I wanted to 
make a comic that was less like a story, and 

more like a song.
Tim: Can you unpack that a bit?

Kitz: It’s more straightforward than it sounds. 
Songs are a hybrid art; they combine music 
and words. Comics combine pictures and 
words. Most comics have a story to them, 
but a lot of songs don’t. Song lyrics tend to 
be more impressionistic and poetic. Often 
they’re about what’s going on in someone’s 
head, what it feels like to be them. It’s much 
rarer to get a song with distinct plot, charac-
ters, and exposition – a story with a begin-
ning, middle, and end. Of course there are 
exceptions – murder ballads and so on. But 
that’s not your average lyric. I wanted to try 
making comics where the 
script was more like lyrics or 
a poem than a story. 
Tim: So it’s basically like a 
poem in comic form?

Kitz: Sure. I just like the 
comparison to music bet-
ter, because songs are a kind 
of everyday poetry that just 
about everyone consumes. 
But yes, you could say Water-
shed Blues was a trick to try 
to get people to actually read 
my poetry.
Tim: Do people need to be 
tricked?

Kitz: Probably. I love poetry, 
but it’s an austere art form. 
Few people read poetry – 
there are probably more people 
who write poetry than read it, which is a bit 
silly. 

There’s a big difference between saying ‘here 
read this’ and handing someone a poem 
you’ve written and handing them a comic 
you made. One feels insufferable; the other, 
kind of cool. Or to put it another way, I’m 
pretentious enough to want people to read 
my poetry, but not confident enough to give 
it to them straight.
Tim: Okay, so I understand the ‘Watershed’ 
part of the title, but why ‘Blues’?

Kitz: Well, the comic is a sometimes-angry 

lament for all we’ve destroyed, but I wanted 
it to be more than that. To me, the blues 
involves complaining or crying out against 
something terrible, but somehow there’s 
also something triumphant about it. You 
triumph over your blues by singing them, 
maybe. 
Tim: How does that note of triumph come 
into your comic?

Kitz: I try to show how nature is still so re-
silient and prolific, so fertile and productive. 
Though we’ve done irreparable damage – 
mass extinction and so on – life will go on, 
and flourish with or without us. 
Tim: That’s sort of hopeful… I guess?!

Kitz: The hope for humanity is this: if we’d 
just ease up a minute, if we’d just stop stand-
ing on nature’s throat, she’d make a dead city 
into a living forest. That’s an example I keep 
returning to in the comic – the way urban 
weeds are the forest’s avant-garde. We just 
need to relax and get out of the way; life is 
very good at restoring and regenerating itself.
Tim: So the environment can save itself if 
we’d just get out of the way?

Kitz: Yeah, I think trying to ‘save the envi-
ronment’ is a dead end. It shows how lost 
we are, that we think of nature as if it’s an 
abstract ‘environment’ that’s somehow sepa-

rate from us.
Tim: Trying to save the environment in gen-
eral can also feel pretty hopeless.

Kitz: It’s disempowering. I can’t save the 
world. It’s not my responsibility. But I can 
protect the trees growing outside my door, 
and the ravine or stream I walk by. I can ac-
tually help improve the health of the soil be-
neath my feet. We can make a difference; we 
do have power on a local level. 
Tim: And all those small local changes can 
add up, presumably. 

Kitz: Well, that’s how nature works right? It 
takes a thousand rivers to make an ocean, 
a million raindrops to make a storm – all 
those cheesy metaphors are actually true. 

I suspect things will only change when we 
start falling in love with the specific plants 
and animals that are our neighbours  – 
when we start having a mutual and personal 
relationship with the specific land we live 
on and the waters that sustain us. That’s why 
it was important for me to write about the 
ecology of a particular place.
Tim: So did you want the comic to be educa-
tional? Political?

Kitz: Definitely, but only as a side effect. I 
didn’t want to be preachy, something I’m 
clearly failing at in this silly self-interview.

Basically, it affected me a lot when I started 
learning a bit about the land I’d grown up 
on – about its history, its people, its ecology. 
I really had to dig to find some of this stuff, 
and I wanted to share it in an artistic way. 
Tim: That kind of knowledge is really under-
ground.

Kitz: We can recognize hundreds of corpo-
rate logos, but not ten plants native to our 
area that could give us food. In school, we 
learn endlessly about wars fought in Europe 
but know nothing about the history of the 
place we live. 

I grew up in Ottawa and I didn’t know this 
was Algonquin territory until university. And 
I didn’t learn that in the one elective course 
I took on the history of Canadian First Na-
tions; I heard it at some activist fundraiser. 
We don’t talk about this stuff in our culture.

Kitz on Kitz.  Self Portrait: Tim Kitz
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In the October/November issue of the Leveller, Parenting from Below initiated a 
five-part series on diapering with “Disposable Diaper Culture.” The previous installment 
examined the practice of Elimination Communication - a relationship fostered to aid 
in baby’s natural elimination of waste. The final installment will tie it all together by 
examining the (personal) politics of child-rearing.

Embodying radical politics is certainly not a prerequisite for diaper-free parenting. 
I assume that many families who practice varying modes of attachment or continuum 
parenting (which emphasizes breastfeeding, co-sleeping and immediately responding 
to baby’s needs) come from a variety of political and social backgrounds. However, 
my thinking is that raising children cannot (or at least should not) be considered 
detached from a radical political lifestyle. In fact, our current social, political and 
economic systems, which provide very little support for non-mainstream forms 
of parenting (or even parenting at all), provoke and necessitate child-rearing that 
is grounded in radical politics. Change is required at both the community and 
governmental levels.

At the community level, change necessitates fostering awareness amongst friends 
and implementing a support system that normalizes alternative parenting methods. 
This can include, but is not limited to, arranging child care, organizing against (or at 
minimum not contributing to) gender dichotomies and sexist stereotypes and fighting 

PARENTING FROM BELOW
DEALING WITH DIRTY 
DIAPERS - PART V  
THE (PERSONAL) POLITICS  
OF CHILD-REARING

BY DADICAL

the marketing giants that dictate how children should be raised according to a buy-and-
throw, consumer-based model.

At the government-level — without discounting the need to move beyond state-
based models of coercive authority that serve the interests of capital — we should 
demand that social programs exist to support families in the realm of parental leave, 
child-care and flexible work options. Parental leave options in the United States 
are deplorable; while better in Canada, mounting austerity measures continue to 
gut social programs and concentrate public resources on industry and so-called 
economic development. Not only is this contributing to intensified environmental 
degradation, it serves to ignore demands for affordable child care and housing and 
more flexible work options for parents.

Perhaps the best model in North America exists in Québec where a public daycare 
system costs parents only $7 per day and dads are given an automatic five-week 
paternity leave. However, the province is still not immune to austerity measures, 
which have crept in to reconfigure the health- and childcare systems, evidenced by the 
provincial budget dropped in mid-March. In sum, societies governed along ideological 
lines emphasizing profit and convenience leave parents with much to fight for.

The fact that I wrote this article does not necessarily mean that we (as parents) 
were 100 per cent successful at practicing elimination communication or that we 
used it full-time. In fact, I would actually recommend introducing it gradually into your 
routine, starting with that easy first pee in the morning. We were on the move a lot 
and didn’t catch every cue; however, as the first year progressed, we cut down on 
disposable diaper use (1-2 per day) and washed far fewer cloth diapers than before 
(3-6). After the first year, when baby’s verbal skills increased, we moved from cues to 
words - the infamous “pipi” and “caca.” Now almost two years later, since my original 
draft of this piece, I can say that our approach has been effective, in that our now-
toddler is capable of getting up and off of the toilet without assistance.  

I also want to emphasize that I did not write this article with the intention of shaming 
any parents who do not practice a similar model. My intention is to try and spread 
awareness about the method as I see numerous benefits that different families can 
subscribe to for different reasons. Also, I want to acknowledge that being able to 
practice this method comes from a position of privilege. My partner and I had access 
to parental leave and flexible work options, allowing us to be full-time hands-on parents 
(at least for the first year). All parents should have similar (and more) options available 
to them. The struggle continues.

I’m a  
       Leveller!

A. “Can somebody attack me please?”
B. “It’s really hard to maintain a one-on-one relationship if the other person is not going to allow me to 

be with other people.”
C. “For many people, the American dream has been a nightmare.”
D. “I celebrated Thanksgiving in an old-fashioned way. I invited everyone in my neighborhood to my 

house, we had an enormous feast, and then I killed them and took their land.” 
E. “People will kill you over time, and how they’ll kill you will be with tiny harmless phrases like,  

‘be realistic.’”
F. “Just because so many things are in conflict does not mean that we ourselves should be divided.”
G. “Perhaps many of them shared my sentiments, but our options then were black and white, between 

this and that. The grey area of freedom we longed for existed only in dreams.”
H. “We are not going to eliminate imperialism by shouting insults at it.”
I. “Peace does not mean just to stop wars, but also to stop wars and oppression.”
J. “By helping others, you will learn how to help yourself.”

1)  Bernie Sanders, Democrat

2)  Tawakkol Karman, journalist

3)  Aung San Suu Kyi, politician

4)  Dylan Moran, comedian

5)  Jon Stewart, comedian

6)  Ben Carson, Republican

7)  Sophie Scholl, activist

8)  Amilcar Cabral, political leader

9)  Shani Mootoo, writer

10) Axl Rose, musician 

a.) Carson b.) Rose c.) Sanders d.) Stewart e.) Moran f.) Scholl; g.) Mootoo ; h.) Cabral; i.) Karman j.) Suu Kyi
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WHODUNIT? MATCH THESE WORDS OF 
WISDOM TO THE PUBLIC FIGURE!
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
The warm breezes roll
Like the cheese flows upon 
plates
In the US South.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Virgo, ever wondered what 
would happen if Dr. Seuss 
faced off against William 
Shakespeare in an epic rap 
battle? Ya you did. 
goo.gl/ZABge 
 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
So about your horoscope 
last month, that was a really 
unfortunate clerical error Li-
bra. When I said you would 
encounter love problems, I 
meant to say “lobe” prob-
lems. You really gotta be on 
the lookout for ear biting 
bats this time of year, they 
are hungry. I hear they grow 
back, you’ll be fine.

226 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X1
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

Work in Community
Connect with a network of

progressive and co-working
organizations and individuals.

613.566.3448 www.25onecommunity.ca

Need space for your next event? Looking for an office or desk?

Our Space is Yours
Book your next event in one
of our bright meeting rooms.
Contact us to learn more!

251 Bank Street  |  Ottawa

info@25onecommunity.ca

HOROSCOPES WHY KNOW IT:
Stretching Your Machine

Kelly Sadlemyer 

Upon waking in the 
morning, you’ll usually 
start off with an involun-
tary yaaaawwwwn. Maybe 
an exhalation, a deep one 
that stretches the chest. You 
may even splay your arms 
out to either side of your 
bed, taking a good long 
stretch! Stretching is some-
thing that every human and 
animal does — several times 
a day in fact! We tend to 
stretch and flex our bodies 
all throughout our waking 
hours without consciously 
thinking about it first; our 
bodies don’t wait for our 
minds to catch up. Our body 
acts separately, bending us 
over backwards before our 
mind can relate.

When we stretch our bod-
ies after, say, studying for ex-
ams for hours on end (and 
yes, yawning is a stretch), we 
release tensions that have 
built up within our muscles. 
Specifically, we stretch out 
a long protein called titin, 
which essentially works as 
the system of springs that 
exist within your muscle fi-
bers (sarcomeres) that help 
to keep your muscle fibers 
elastic, among other things.

While tension release 

alone is grand, there are so 
many additional benefits to 
the movement of stretching 
like increasing your range 
of motion, increasing your 
coordination (which is es-
pecially beneficial if you’re 
juggling your books and a 
piping hot coffee) and in-
creasing your circulation. 

Now with increased 
circulation, you also will 
notice a great increase in 
energy, similar to that of a 
post-run buzz (a.k.a run-
ner’s high). This is because 
strenuous physical activity, 
including stretching, causes 
endorphins to circulate 
from your brain through-
out your body, which are 
the neurotransmitters re-
sponsible for making us 
feel good, spreading feel-
ings of pleasure and block-
ing our sensations of pain! 
This can give you the men-
tal and physical edge to take 
on that five kilometre run, 
or just face the day.   

So as you can see, there 
are a lot of benefits to 
stretching. However, I will 
caution you to avoid over-
doing it. Some people are 
more flexible than others, so 
please don’t try to become 
a stretch god in a single 
day. You can seriously hurt 

yourself… so don’t do that! 
Try to be mindful that you 
are contorting a body that 
usually weighs more than 
100 pounds. That is enough 
weight to hurt you if you’re 
doing something incorrectly 
or outside your current capa-
bilities! Like anything else, 
you get better with practice; 
baby steps!

Stretching is generally 
broken down into four seg-
ments: dynamic, static, bal-
listic and neuromuscular 
(modernly called proprio-
ceptive neuromuscular). In 
regards to their basics, dy-
namic stretching is stretch-
ing in walking movements, 
so a very fluid-based stretch. 
Static is quite the opposite 
in that it is slow, controlled, 
pulled to tension point and 
generally held for upwards 
of thirty seconds. Ballis-
tic is as it sounds! Fast, 
bouncy and rapid motions 
of stretching, while, lastly, 
neuromuscular stretches in-
volve highly specific move-
ments, usually addressed in 
chiropractic care or physio-
therapy.

Whichever style you pur-
sue, even a mere 15 minutes 
in the morning can add hours 
of energy and vitality to your 
day! Happy stretching! 

Ami Gagne 

Ready or not, Canadians 
are most likely to experience 
openly available marijuana for 
sale within the next few years. 
As part of their campaign 
platform, Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau and the Liberals 
have promised to “legalize, 
regulate, and restrict access to 
marijuana.” Currently only 

medicinal marijuana is legal 
in Canada, and there is not a 
decriminalization model in 
place for recreational use (al-
though it is largely tolerated).

Now three of Canada’s 
largest drugstore chains — 
Shoppers Drug Mart, Rexall 
and London Drugs — have 
all set their bloodshot eyes on 
medicinal marijuana. By 2017, 
medical users might be able 

to get high on air miles and 
“the whacky tobaccy.” Shop-
pers spokesperson Tammy 
Smitham said in a press release 
that the pharmaceutical giant 
believes “dispensing medi-
cal marijuana through phar-
macy, like other medications, 
is the safest option.” Ontario 
Premier Kathleen Wynne has 
suggested that distribution of 
marijuana through the LCBO 

“makes a lot of sense.” Wynne 
argues that with the agency 
supply chain and security ex-
perience of LCBO, which has 
600 provincially owned stores 
in Ontario, the alcohol super-
market is an ideal option for 
pot retail. 

Legalization has its draw-
backs and benefits, and pro-
ponents will certainly point 
towards its profit-generating 
capability. In 2012, Colorado 
became the first U.S. state to 
legalize marijuana. The state 
made $1 billion in recreation-
al marijuana sales in 2014, 
which amounted to $135 mil-
lion in tax revenue. According 
to a Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce (CIBC) esti-
mate, the marijuana industry 

could lead to as much as $5 
billion in sales within Canada 
in the first year.

But is Canada really ready 
to legalize marijuana? Ac-
cording to a 2014 Angus Reid 
Poll, six out of ten Canadians 
support marijuana legaliza-
tion. However the framework 
in which it will be legalized 
has not yet been established, 
nor have any plans been re-
leased. It’s Health Canada’s 
opinion that these plans may 
be half baked. Canada’s pres-
ent regulatory schemes are 
far from ready to support 
retail marijuana sales. In fact, 
no regulatory framework has 
been officially proposed, and 
this is crucial. 

International treaties 

also might harsh Canada’s 
mellow on the world stage, 
over legalization specifically. 
Canada is party to an inter-
national framework for drug 
enforcement, which includes 
the 1961 Single Convention 
on Narcotic Drugs. The con-
vention does not allow legal-
ization. However, it is flexible 
in terms of decriminalization 
and other sanctions. This is 
why Holland has been able 
to decriminalize possession, 
while still technically keep-
ing the drug illegal. 

A UN special session of 
the General Assembly on the 
world drug problem is sched-
uled for April 19-21, and yes, 
that means they will be meet-
ing on 4/20.

XL Petite

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Happy birthday my sweet 
Aries! This is the time to 
remember that there is no 
looking backwards or for-
wards, because linear tempo-
rality will not discipline you. 
However, keep in mind that 
the philosophical crab can 
still fall victim to the seagull.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Taurus, I’ve always said that 
the best thing about being 
a graduate student is going 
to conferences in places that 
are warm when it isn’t warm 
in Ottawa. I have nothing 
for you besides to let you 
know that I’m sitting on a 
porch in Atlanta thinking of 
you, sucka!!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
A word of advice, Gemini. 
Don’t assume that you can 
just fly into a city, rent a car, 
and expect people to provide 
you with a map or directions 
in this postmodern age of 
mobile technology. I spent 2 
hours looking for home last 
night before realizing that 
80 per cent of streets in At-
lanta are named Peach, and 
100 per cent of them appear 
to be heading NE.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Cancer, you need a make-
over. Take this month to re-
ally re-evaluate your look, 
not because there’s anything 
wrong with you, just because 
there’s so much wrong with 
everything else!Canada gets ready to legalize marijuana

EARN AIR MILES WITH POT!?

Comic: Ami Gagne

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Hey Scorpio, I got your 
“anonymous” feedback. Just 
as a word of advice, anony-
mous feedback works better 
when you don’t sign your 
name on it. And for the re-
cord, plenty of people like 
to soak in orange juice. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21)
Well Saggi, Trump is rolling 
closer and closer to the Re-
publican nomination, and 
that is freaking the heck out 
of sane people everywhere. 
But fear not,  “Snow Mexi-
co” has room for all!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.)
Listen Cap, wielding two 
rakes to defend your camp-
ing party against hordes of 
racoons dancing on two legs 
was a brave move, no mat-
ter what anyone says. Just 
because you’re the only one 
who saw them doesn’t mean 
they weren’t there.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Romance is in the air for you 
Aquarius, so look sharp! 
The downside is, it really is 
in the air, so you’re going 
to have to work hard to get 
there. I suspect a classic hot 
air balloon. If you paint the 
word Love Catcher on it and 
get to 10,000 feet, you’re 
sure to have a life changing 
experience one way or an-
other.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Don’t worry Pisces, there’s a 
cream for that.
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For more information contact the GSA Of�ce 600 
Unicentre, 613-520-6616 or the Chief Electoral 

Of�cer at elections@gsacarleton.ca
gsacarlerton.ca/elections

Voting Locations:

•Minto Foyer
•2nd floor Loeb (by the 

tunnels)
•Outside Mike’s Place (2nd 

floor UC)
•2nd Floor Tory next to the 

Atrium/Galleria
•River Building Foyer

Positions to be �lled:
•President
•VP Operations
•VP Finance
•VP External
•VP Academic
•Senate* (3 positions)
•Graduate Faculty Board (5 
positions)

Health Plan Referendum
Are you in favour of either:

- A $70 increase in the annual premium 
for the graduate student health, dental, 
and accident insurance plan to keep the 

current benefits package. 

OR

- A significant reduction in benefits offered 
under the graduate student health, dental, 

and accident insurance plan.

Student number and photo ID are required to vote.

TUES MARCH 22
ALGONQUIN COLLEGE 
PRIDE WEEK:  March 21-25.

CLOTHING & FOOD DRIVE 
FOR SYRIAN REFUGEES: UCU 
103, UOttawa. March 21-25.

ISRAELI APARTHEID WEEK:  
UOttawa. March 21-25.

THINK KINK WEEK: GSRC 
Carleton. March 22-25.

AGM & VOLUNTEER APP:  
OPIRG-Carleton. UC 282. 6pm.

WED MARCH 23
FUNDRAISER:  Theland’s 
2nd Yr Journey 2016 with 
support from FSIS: Walk/
Run fromKitigan Zibi to 
Ottawa for MMIWG2S/Sto-
len Sisters. March 23-28.

SERVING FOOD: The PRD 
serves free vegan meals. UCU 
Terminus. 9am-12:30pm. 
Every Wednesday.

HASSAN DIAB EASTER 
PARADE:  Global Affairs 
Canada, 125 Sussex Dr. 11am.

HEALTH: Rapid Anonymous 
HIV Test. 203 UCU, 
UOttawa. 12pm. Every Wed.

BOOK LAUNCH:  the 
Germ Guy, Jason Tetro, 
Germ Files. Octopus Books, 
251 Bank St. 7pm.

FEM(ME) TALK: Playing with 
Sex, Power, & Race. Womyn’s 
Centre, Carleton. 7pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly 
environmental choir re-
hearsals. Bronson Centre 
222. 7pm. Every Wed.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Car-
leton. 8pm. Every Wed.

THURS MARCH 24
DISABILITY JUSTICE WEEK: 
Mental Health and Racism. 
FTX 402, UOttawa. 1pm.

WORKSHOP: Survivors Speak: 
Creating a space for survivors 
of sexual violence. Kind Space, 
Suite 200, 331 Cooper St. 5pm.

MASTERPIECES OF THE 
MIND: Student Alliance 
for Mental Health. Fenn 
Lounge, Carleton. 6pm.

WORKSHOP: Anti-Oppression 
and Diversity Outreach. Faith 
House Ottawa. 6:30pm.

DJW TALK: Mia Mingus Key-
note. FTX 133, UOttawa. 7pm.

TALK:  David Barsamian: US Pol-
itics and the Rise of Trump. Oc-
topus Books Centretown. 7pm.

TALK: Nowhere to Go: 
LGBTQ2S Youth Homeless-
ness in Canada. Rm 2017 
DT, Carleton. 7pm.

FRI MARCH 25
TALK: Islam, Activism, and Spo-
ken Word featuring Malik Al Na-
sir. UC 282, Carleton. 5:30pm.

GREGORIAN CHANTS:  For 
Meditation. Chorus Ecclesiae 
with Lawrence Harris. 
Canadian Martyrs Church. 7pm.

SAT MARCH 26
SHOW: Indigenius Art Music 
& Fashion Show. Cen-
trepointe Theatre. 7pm.

MON MARCH 28
RADIO: Femme Fatale. CKCU 
93.1 FM. 12pm. Every Monday.

RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 
89.1 FM. 4pm. Every Monday.

TUES MARCH 29
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 
12pm. Every 2nd Tues-
day. www.ckcufm.com.

READING: Cosmophilia. Octo-
pus Books Centretown. 7pm.

WED MARCH 30
FILM SCREENING & DIS-
CUSSION: Grassroots in Dry 
Lands. Ottawa Intercultural 
Dialogue Institute. 6:30pm.

DOCUMENTAIRE: Pipelines, 
Pouvoir et Démocratie. Pavillon 
Lucien-Brault de l’UQU. 7pm.

THURS MARCH 31
PROGRESS SUMMIT: Shap-
ing the Future. Broadbent 
Institute. Thursday-Sunday.

BOOK LAUNCH: Shakil 
Choudhury on Deep Diversity: 
Overcoming Us vs. Them. Oc-
topus Books Centretown. 7pm.

FRI APRIL 1
DECOLONIZING PUBLIC 
INTEREST SCHOOL: OPIRG-
Carleton. Full schedule at 
opirgcarleton.org. Fri-Sat.

BOOK LAUNCH: Lora Bex 
Lempert, Women Doing Life. 
Octopus Books 
Centretown. 11:30am

BRAIN MENTAL HEALTH ART 
SHOW: Horticulture Build-
ing, Lansdowne Park. 6pm.

MUSIC: Lisa Leblanc. Jock 
Turcot University Cen-
tre, UOttawa. 8pm.

SUN APRIL 3
WORSHIP: Ottawa Quakers - 
Largely silent mtg for worship, 
91A Fourth Ave. Newcomers 
welcome!. 10:30am. Every Sun.

ACTION: Closing the Gap: Ac-
tion for health equity. Canadian 
War Museum.1-9:30pm.

SING: Choral Singing  Open 
House - Free Demo Class with 
Lawrence Harris. Dominican 
University College. 2pm.

WED APRIL 6
SCREENING & FUNDRAISER: 
The Mask You Live In. Presented 
by OCTEVAW. Bytowne 
Cinema. 6:30pm.

COMMUNITY CLASSROOM: 
Divide and Conquer: Fed-
eral Indian Policies with 
Peter Di Gangi. Octopus 
Books Centretown. 7pm.

THURS APRIL 7
AGM: CUPE 4600. Rm 2017 
Dunton Tower. 12:30pm.

FRI APRIL 8
EVENT: Hope for Ottawa’s 
Homeless Veterans. Mont-
gomery Legion. 5pm.

SCREENING & BOOK 
PARTY: Girls Will Be Boys! 
SAW Video. 7pm.

SAT APRIL 9
BOOK SIGNING & READ-
ING: Being a Bird in North 
America with Robert Alvo. 
Octopus Books Glebe. 2pm.

NCVA VEGAN POTLUCK:  
Jack Purcell Commu-
nity Centre. 5pm.

PROMDEMONIUM: Leveller 
tabling / PROMdemonium 8 // 
Total Eclipse of the 
PROM [90s Prom] Horticulture 
Building, Lansdowne Park. 8pm.

MON APRIL 11
BOOK CLUB: The Inconvenient 
Indian by Thomas King. Octo-
pus Books Centretown. 6pm.

TALK: Jane Goodall: Jour-
ney from the Jungle. 55 
Colonel By Dr. 6:30pm.

TUES APRIL 12
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 
12pm. Every 2nd Tues-
day. www.ckcufm.com.

BOOK SIGNING: Jeffery 
John Eyamie, No Escape 
from Greatness. Octopus 
Books Glebe. 6pm.

WORKSHOP: Organic Grow-
ing: Soil and Composting in the 
urban context. City Hall. 7pm.

WED APRIL 13
DAY OF PINK: It’s Time to 
Talk About Bullying, Ho-
mophobia, Transphobia.

TALK: Radical Empathy. Christ 
Church Cathedral. 8:30pm.

SAT APRIL 9
RECORD SHOW: The 14th Ot-
tawa Community Record Show. 
St. Anthony’s Hall. 11am-4pm.

GREEN DRINKS: Fox & Feather 
Pub and Grill. 5:30pm.

WORKSHOP: COG Or-
ganic Gardening in Raised 
Beds and In-ground. Ot-
tawa City Hall. 7pm.

SAT APRIL 16
BOOK SIGNING: Local author 
Michel Weatherall - The Sym-
biot and The Hunt: Symbiosys. 
Octopus Books Glebe. 2pm.

MON APRIL 18
WRITEON!: Immigrant 
Women Tell Their Stories 
with Monia Mazigh. Christ 
Church Cathedral. 12pm.

BOOK LAUNCH & FUNDRAIS-
ER: Citizen Youth: Culture, Activ-
ism and Agency in a Neoliberal 
Era. $$$ for Next Up Ottawa. Oc-
topus Books Centretown. 7pm.

TUES APRIL 19
WORKSHOP: COG: Organic 
Seeds.Ottawa City Hall. 7pm.

TALK: Best of Writers & Com-
pany  - Eleanor Wachtel. Free 
for Carleton students. Christ 
Church Cathedral. 8:30pm.

WED APRIL 20
SWAP TIL’ YOU DROP: [Spring 
Fling Edition]. AIDS Committee 
of Ottawa..6:30pm.

THURS APRIL 21
WORKSHOP: COG: Organic 
Gardening in Containers- Part 
1. Ottawa City Hall. 7pm.

MON APRIL 25
BOOK CLUB: Celia’s Song 
by Lee Maracle. Octopus 
Books Centretown. 6pm.

WORKSHOP: COG: Or-
ganic growing of fruit and 
nut trees, shrubs and vines. 
Ottawa City Hall. 7pm.

TUES APRIL 26
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 
12pm. Every 2nd Tues-
day. www.ckcufm.com.

WED APRIL 27
TALK: Janette Sadik-
Khan. Horticulture Bldg, 
Landsdowne. 6pm.

FRIDAY APRIL 29
RALLY & FUNDRAISER: 
Solidarity for Indigenous 
Survivors of Child Welfare. 
Parliament Hill.

TUES MAY 3
WORKSHOP: COG: Or-
ganic Gardening Manage-
ment of Diseases, Bugs. 
Ottawa City Hall. 7pm.

SAT MAY 7
JANES WALK OT-
TAWA:  May 7-8.

SAT MAY 14
LGBT XPO 2016: Jack Purcell 
Community Centre. 10am-4pm.


