
C Villeneuve 

Service providers, low-
income residents and the 
homeless community have 
been left reeling after Otta-
wa City Council announced 
devastating cuts to local 
drop-in centres last month 
in a bid to reallocate fund-
ing towards a Housing First 
approach as directed by the 
federal government. 

This will mean more 
funding will be put towards 
permanent housing, instead 
of temporary and drop-in 
programming. Although no 
one is opposed to a long-
term plan to house Ot-
tawans, the elimination of 
municipal funding to these 

important community hubs 
will see the reduction and 
perhaps even the dissolu-
tion of these crucial services.

According to the Odawa 
Native Friendship Centre, a 
non-profit which provides 
various services for Ottawa’s 
Aboriginal Community, the 
cuts will force the closure of 
the Shawenjeagamik Drop-
In Centre at 510 Rideau 
Street. Odawa vice-presi-
dent, Gabrielle Fayant, told 
Cree Radio CBC that she 
was informed that funding 
for the homeless drop-in 
centre will be cut at the end 
of March. 

Shawenjeagamik pro-
vides three hot meals per 
day, as well as counselling, 

access to computers, laun-
dry facilities and daytime 
shelter. For over 10 years, 
Shawenjeagamik assisted 
between 60 to 100 people 
per day.

“The closure of the Drop-
In Centre would bring chaos 
to the homeless communi-
ty,” Morgan Hare, executive 
director of the Odawa Na-
tive Friendship Centre said 
in a press release.

Aaron Burry, Ottawa’s 
general manager of Com-
munity and Social Services, 
told the CBC that 65 per 
cent of funding provided by 
the provincial and federal 
governments is to be direct-
ed into permanent housing 
solutions. The changes are 
a result of the Conservative 
government’s Homelessness 
Partnering Strategy.

The Odawa community 
began organizing days after 
City Council’s Feb. 6 decla-
ration of funding cuts. They 
gathered at St. Paul’s East-
ern United Church on Feb. 
10 to discuss ways of mov-
ing forward. At the meet-
ing, members expressed 
concern over the possibility 
that the homeless commu-
nity would be dispersed by 
the closure. The centre pro-
vides a strong community 
environment for those who 
are in crisis, vulnerable, and 
at risk for becoming perma-
nently disenfranchised by 
these cuts.

“By cutting all fund-
ing for 510 Rideau, many 
of the clients — who are 

survivors of traumas such 
as residential schools, the 
Sixties Scoop, violence and 
abuse — will be re-victim-
ized. These most vulner-
able members of society 
need healing and support, 
not more neglect,” Odawa 
board president Neal Free-
land said in a press release. 

The effects of the city’s 
funding cuts are widespread. 
Centre 507 on Bank Street 
provides in-house and out-
reach programs for Ottawa’s 
low-income and homeless 
inhabitants. This support 
goes far beyond a hot cup of 
coffee and a meal. The cen-
tre offers real community 
space in which conversation 
and camaraderie flourish as 
the community strives to 
move beyond the precarity 
and vulnerability of life on 
the streets. 

Much of this will be lost 
in the wake of the cuts — 
City Council informed Cen-
tre 507 they would lose 58 
per cent of their funding. 

The Well is a drop-in 
centre and day program for 
low-income and homeless 
women and their children. It 
provides many of the same 

services provided by Centre 
507 in a safe environment 
that is sensitive to gendered 
issues. The announced cuts 
would eliminate The Well’s 
ability to provide many of 
these services. Cornerstone 
Housing for Women has 
also experienced a $212,000 
hit to their women’s emer-
gency shelter program and 
cuts to a few of their hous-
ing communities. 

Emergency housing ser-
vices like Cornerstone and 
drop-in centres like The Well 
are often the only consistent 
safe places where our vul-
nerable neighbours here in 
Ottawa can go to establish 
a sense of connection, sup-
port and hope. 

There are approximately 
140,000 people living in 
poverty in Ottawa. The im-
pact these cuts will have on 
other drop-in centres, shel-
ter providers, and low-in-
come and homeless support 
providers in Ottawa will be 
more than they can handle, 
especially on such short 
notice. However, the com-
munity of support workers 
is coming together to appeal 

Lauren Scott

Protesters gathered on 
Parliament Hill on 
March 14, their signs 

shaking in the cold, shouting 
in unison, “Kill the Bill, Kill 
the Bill!” in opposition to 
Bill C-51.

The “anti-terror” bill 
increases the scope and 
mandate of the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Ser-
vice (CSIS) in the name of 

national security. It vastly 
widens CSIS’s legal ability to 
spy on Canadians, essential-
ly turning the agency into a 
secret police force with the 
power to reduce, neutralize 
or  remove threats, actual, 
potential or imagined, to 
Canada’s security and “criti-
cal infrastructure.” 

The bill has drawn criti-
cism from legal scholars, 
parliamentarians, and ac-
tivists because its legal lan-
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“That’s the complete opposite of what 
freedom of speech is meant to protect…  
I think it’s so fundamental; it’s so 
terrifying, I couldn’t just sit by…”

“These most vulnerable 
members of society need 
healing and support, 
not more neglect…”

guage is vague exactly where 
it ought to be precise: in its 
definitions of “terrorism” 
and “terrorist acts,” “na-
tional security,” “critical in-
frastructure,” and “threats.” 

However, there were 
thousands willing to speak 
out against the bill, not 
just on Parliament Hill but 
in over 50 cities across the 
country in a National Day of 
Action to Stop Bill C-51. 

One of the speakers at 

the Ottawa Day of Action 
was Yavar Hameed, a human 
rights lawyer for Hameed & 
Farrokhzad. He was met 
with chants of “SO, SO, SO, 
SOLIDARITÉ” as he climbed 
the podium to speak. 

Hameed spoke about the 
stringency of the bill, calling 
it “the most draconian na-
tional security legislation in 
the history of Canada.”

In-between speeches the 
crowd roared with enthusi-

asm as random cheers and 
slogans were yelled out. 
During one of the quiet 
spells, one man yelled out, 
“Harper is toxic to Canada!” 
Others followed his lead 
and began to chant. 

Christine Jones of the Ca-
nadian Peace Alliance took 
advantage of the crowd’s 
enthusiasm, making a bold 
and passionate speech. 
“We should be proud to 

Continued on page 3
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office,  
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at: 

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

facebook  The Leveller: Campus • Community • Culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

LeveLLeR
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. 
Community-based media needs community-funded support.  
Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 

Contact  for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.

operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

The Leveller acknowledges that Ottawa is on unceded Algonquin territory.
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Islamophobic and an-
ti-Muslim sentiment has 
seeped into films, illustra-
tions, and books and are 
now fuelling political de-
bates in Canada.

Muslims are at the cen-
tre of a political storm 
of discrimination and 
racism. Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper is using 
anti-Muslim sentiment as 
a campaign tool for this 
year’s upcoming federal 
election.

 The most recent hate-
ful messages spewing forth 
from Parliament Hill tar-
get women who choose to 
wear face veils.

 The niqab has been 
in the public eye since 
Stephen Harper vowed to 
appeal a judge’s decision 
to allow a woman named 
Zunera Ishaq to wear her 
niqab during her Cana-
dian citizenship ceremony.

 In 2011, the Conserva-
tive government passed a 
law ordering women to re-
move the niqab during the 
ceremony.

 “I believe, and I think 
most Canadians believe, 
that it is offensive that 
someone would hide their 
identity at the very mo-

ment where they are com-
mitting to join the Cana-
dian family,” Harper said.

 Harper and his govern-
ment have drawn criticism 
for their alienating and 

othering discourses. In 
the past, this government 
has made a causal link 
between the Islamic faith 
and murderous terrorism. 

These statements have 
been opposed on all levels 
of Canadian society. 

The new anti-terrorism 
legislation titled Bill C-51 
that is being pushed by 
the Conservatives has also 
incited worry. Academ-
ics, lawyers, civil liberty 
groups, and activists have 
all warned that the bill is 
dangerous and will deeply 
affect civil liberties. Critics 
say the act will especially 
target Indigenous commu-
nities and Muslims.

On Mar. 22, Indigenous 
rights activist Pam Palma-
ter announced that she has 
been being tracked by the 
Canadian Security Intel-
ligence Service (CSIS) for 
some time — this before 
Bill C-51 has even been 
passed. 

Now more than ever 
Canadians need to stand 
in solidarity with their 
marginalized neighbours 
within and beyond the na-
tion’s borders and reject 
the culture of fear wher-
ever it may be.
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be a threat to the Canadian 
state today,” she yelled as 
the crowd cheered and ap-
plauded. 

 “You know who that leg-
islation is significantly used 
against?” she asked. The 
crowd of protesters yelled 
back with “us” and “the lo-
cals.” “It’s used against people 
who don’t want their country 
to spend all of their time and 
resources criminalizing peo-
ple for standing up.”

Regardless of the reper-
cussions speaking out might 
have, Jones calls for direct 
action. “We have an obliga-
tion to stop it here and stop 
it now,” she said.

Amy Kishek, protest or-
ganizer and law student at 
the University of Ottawa 
said that she felt the obliga-
tion to speak up, before the 
bill took that option away 
from her. For her, protesting 
was both necessary and ca-
thartic. “As soon as I heard 
about the bill and the details 
of it, I was pretty outraged. 
So for me personally it was 
great to channel that feeling 
of frustration,” she said.

As a hopeful future hu-
man rights lawyer, Kishek 
is concerned about how the 
bill will restrict the rights of 
Canadians, particularly mar-
ginalized people who are 
engaging in activist work.

“First of all, already I 
think that CSIS has too 
much power... but I think 
what is personally most af-
fecting is how it will affect 
marginalized people, name-
ly Muslims and Indigenous 
folks who are doing activist 
work. I think it was such a 
wake-up call to hear many 
academics and the privacy 
commissioner say that this 
is going to affect a wide ex-
panse of people and might 
have a chilling effect on free-
dom of speech,” she said.

She added that she thinks 
many people will be too 
afraid of being monitored to 
speak out against injustice if 
the bill passes. In a demo-
cratic country that upholds 
freedom of speech, she felt 
that this was not right, that 

she needed to stand up. 
“That’s the complete op-
posite of what freedom of 
speech is meant to protect…  
I think it’s so fundamental; 
it’s so terrifying, I couldn’t 
just sit by,” she said.

The Hill was riddled with 
protest signs, many pointing 
out the absurdity of this bill 
in an ostensibly free, demo-
cratic country like Canada. 
Steve and Janis Bragg went 
to the protest armed with 
a sign with “I CAN’T BE-
LIEVE WE HAVE TO PRO-
TEST THIS CRAP” written in 
multi-coloured block letters.

The Braggs are not activ-
ists; they don’t even con-
sider themselves politically 
active. They have never been 
to a protest before. None-
theless, they  said that they 
felt compelled to stand up 
against this bill. They worry 
what this bill could mean 
for people who regularly 
speak out against the Ca-
nadian government. “We’re 
not really political activ-
ists, so we don’t have that 
much to worry about, but 
for people that are carrying 
out more activism, it’s their 
rights that are more impor-
tant to protect,” said Steve.

Janis Bragg says that 
many of her friends are in-
different about the bill, be-
cause it doesn’t affect them 
directly. However, she sees 
things differently.

“Well it’s funny, when 
we talk to friends they say 
it doesn’t affect them per-
sonally per se, but from our 
perspective it’s not about us 
personally and our rights 
but about everybody’s 
rights,” she said. “We just 
want everyone to be able to 
express how they feel about 
different things and not 
have to worry about the re-
percussions.”

Despite the freezing rain, 
drums continued to beat 
and speakers continued to 
speak for the entire two-
hour protest. To the shiver-
ing protesters at the Ottawa 
Day of Action, the only real 
chilling effect is what Bill 
C-51 could do to fundamen-
tal rights and freedoms in 
Canada. 

Members and supporters of the Parent-Child Co-
alition for Justice (PCCJ) and the End Immigration 
Detention Network (EIDN) rallied outside the con-
stituency office of Yasir Naqvi, Ottawa Centre MPP 
and Ontario Minister of Community Safety and Cor-
rectional Services, on Mar. 16.

Demonstrators sought to highlight the role of the 
Ontario government in indefinitely detaining immi-
grants without charge or trial in provincial jails, and 
forcibly separating parents from their children.

“On November 18th, the EIDN sent a letter to Min-
ister Naqvi demanding he sever ties with the federal 
government and stop enforcing immigration deten-
tions, but has yet to receive a response, let alone an 
acknowledgement”, explained EIDN member Daniel 
Cayley-Daoust.

“Of the 9,932 detentions that took place in 2013, 
2,434 detentions took place in Ontario’s maximum-
security jails,” according to an EIDN press release. “In 
2013-2014, the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) 
paid Ontario more than $21 million for jail space for 
immigration detainees.”

Members of the Grassy Narrows First Nation held dem-
onstrations outside of Weyerhaeuser and Kenora Forest 
Products and inside the office of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry on Mar. 16. 

They demanded that the Ontario government remove 
all Grassy Narrows land from the Forest Management Unit 
and that the logging companies publicly commit to cease 
cutting in their traditional territory.

“We are back at Weyerhaeuser demanding again that 
they commit to not take any wood from our Territory, 
ever,” said Grassy Narrows youth Corissa Swain in a press 
release.

Referencing the overflowing woodlots, Swain, 14, 
questioned the need for Weyerhaeuser to continue cutting 
trees on their territory.

“They should never be taking trees from anywhere 
around here unless the Anishinabe People — whose ter-
ritory it is — want them to,” she said. “But what we really 
want is for them to close down permanently and stop de-
stroying Mother Earth.”

In December, the Ontario government rejected Grassy 
Narrows’ request for an Individual Environmental Assess-
ment of the mercury impacts from the controversial final 
plan for clear-cut logging, according to the press release.

“Our land is our culture, and traditions as a people,” 
said Band Councilor Randy Fobister. “When the land is 
compromised in any way, our culture and traditions will 
be compromised.”

Tens of thousands of Europeans protested the open-
ing of the European Central Bank (ECB) headquarters in 
Frankfurt on Mar. 18.

Police reported that 88 officers were injured after a few 
thousand blockaded access to the bank in the morning. 
Later in the day, an estimated 30,000 people marched 
in the city according to Tadzio Mueller, a climate justice 
activist who spoke with Democracy Now. “There was a real 
sense of a Europeanization of the struggle from below 
against the austerity diktats from above.”

“You have to imagine Europe or the eurozone right 
now as a huge laboratory for austerity policies,” he said. 
“The eurozone is being used by European elites to push 
back labour rights, all sorts of accomplishments of social 
movements of the last decades or even century.

“Everything is on the table in the euro crisis, whether 
it’s pensioners’ rights, workers’ rights, student rights, the 
right not to be evicted from your housing, health care,” 
he continued. 

“Everything is on the table for a sort of neoliberal of-
fensive from the top.”

Ten thousand police were summoned to protect the 
ECB which is reported to have cost €1.3 billion. Riot po-
lice used tear gas and water cannons against protesters 
who threw stones and torched police cars.
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to the City to consider these 
impacts, as well as to work 
in solidarity with each oth-
er to keep their clients, our 
neighbors, from slipping 
through the cracks.

These supports can make 
the difference between life 
and death, addiction and re-
covery, freedom and prison, 
loneliness and community. 
Housing is clearly the right 
priority, but it cannot be 
pursued in a way that ig-
nores the immediate lived 
reality that drop-in centres 
and shelter services exist be-
cause the housing simply is 
not there today, and will not 
be there when drop in cen-
tres and shelters are forced 
to close their doors. 

The Council’s policies 
completely ignore the im-
material value of communi-
ty space, community build-
ing and support that occurs 
in these spaces. Therefore 

it does not recognize how 
traumatizing poverty can 
truly be. There is much more 
to keeping at-risk individu-
als from falling through the 
cracks than keeping a roof 
over their heads.

In a call to Catherine 
McKenney’s office (the city 
councillor for Somerset 
Ward), I was informed  that 
the councillor was plan-
ning to submit a proposal 
for transitional supports for 
those affected. She recog-
nizes, at least, that the city 
cannot just cut services and 
hope for the best until the 
Housing First supports are 
in place.

These drop-in centres 
keep communities alive, but 
sometimes they themselves 
have to rely on wider com-
munity support. According 
to Odawa’s website, the cen-
tre needs to raise $125,000 
by April 30 “to begin the 
process of keeping 510 Ride-
au open.”

Photo: No One Is Illegal Ottawa

Grassy Narrows youth rally inside the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry offices in Kenora. Photo: Alex Hundert, twitter.com

Photos: Nick Galipeau
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why TORONTO TAS 
ARE ON STRIKE

doug Nesbitt

Toronto is in the midst 
of an unprecedented strike 
by over 10,000 teaching 
assistants (TAs) and con-
tract faculty at York Uni-
versity and the University 
of Toronto, Canada’s two 
largest universities.

CUPE 3902 (U of T) 
TAs are on strike to raise 
their minimum guaranteed 
funding. The average sal-
ary is $15,000 per year and 
has been frozen at that rate 
since 2008. CUPE 3902 
went on strike when of-
fered 4.5 per cent in wage 
increases over three years 
— in contrast, the annual 
cap on tuition fee increas-
es is 5 per cent. The strike 
started when this offer was 
overwhelmingly rejected 
by a meeting of 1,000 
union members. 6,000 TAs 
are now on strike and the 
membership has since vot-

ed on another offer, with 
the polls closing at 4:00 
p.m. on March 22.

Originally, when mem-
bers of CUPE 3903 (York) 
went on strike, contract in-
structors (CI) joined TAs on 
the picket lines. CIs have 
since accepted an offer, 
but TAs are still on strike. 
Among the contentious is-
sues here is York’s decision 
to reinterpret a piece of con-
tract language in 2013 (in 
place since 1998), allowing 
them to raise international 
graduate student tuition 
fees by $7,000 in a single 
year. Originally, the con-
tract language of “tuition 
increase protection” froze 
tuition fees for all teaching 
assistants to prevent tuition 
from outpacing wage in-
creases. This is precisely the 
sort of dilemma that U of T 
TAs find themselves in: tu-
ition fees continually can-
cel out any wage increases 

and cut into overall funding 
packages, resulting in a net 
loss of income. 

The strike continues 
as CUPE negotiates with 
the two universities, to 
secure higher salaries for 
TAs and CIs. Many classes 
are slated to resume on 
Mar. 23 at York, while stu-
dents at U of T will have to 
wait a little longer. Thou-
sands of undergraduate 
students have also stood 
up in solidarity with the 
TAs and CIs, organizing 
academic walkouts and 
standing alongside their 
TAs and professors on the 
picket lines. However, U of 
T TAs reached a tentative 
deal with the university on 
Mar. 18. It is not officially 
known what the param-
eters of the deal are, but 
some grad students took 
to Twitter, saying the deal 
could lead to a $2,500 sal-
ary increase for some. 

This is precisely the sort of dilemma that U of T TAs find themselves 
in: tuition fees continually cancel out any wage increases and cut 
into overall funding packages, resulting in a net loss of income.

Hundreds rally at Dundas Square in Toronto on Mar. 21 in support of striking CUPE workers.  Photo: David Bush

CBC’S “ThE CURRENT” 
mISSES ThE POINT
issues surrounding 
contract instructors really 
are about money
Andrew Robinson

The CBC radio program 
The Current recently aired 
a 27-minute feature about 
the precarious situation 
of contract instructors in 
Canada. Contract instruc-
tors at York University are 
on strike, as are teaching 
assistants at the University 
of Toronto. Between them, 
these two universities teach 
100,000 undergraduate 
students.

Originally I was asked 
to take part in this pro-
gram, which was going to 
be broadcast between 8:30–
9:00 a.m. I had preliminary 
discussions with the edi-
tor on Thursday morning, 
and was due to join live via 
Skype in the morning. This 
would have been a bit of a 
rush, because I teach a class 
at 10:05 am, and would have 
had to drive into work after 
the interview. Subsequently 
the time of the feature was 
changed to after 9:00 a.m., 
so I would not have been 
able to join, although the 
email I got at 3:00 p.m., 
merely said “We will not be 
needing you”. Charming!

So I listened to the pro-
gram this evening over the 
internet, and I found that 
the only contract instruc-
tor chosen was someone 
who earns $88,000 a year, 
teaching 11 courses.

She was from York Uni-

versity and was one of the 
contract instructors on 
strike, but it very much 
gave the impression that 
the issue wasn’t about pay.

For the vast majority of 
contract instructors, the is-
sue is very much about pay. 
I have posted a rebuttal on 
the Facebook page of the 
CBC illuminating the true 
nature of the problem; it 
reads something like this: 

“I regret to say that this 
feature gave a very mislead-
ing picture of the problem 
of contract faculty at Ca-
nadian Universities, where 
pay is very much a serious 
problem. For example, at 
Carleton University I am 
limited to teach a maxi-
mum of six courses per 
year, for $6,700 each. I 
teach five courses per year, 
giving me a net income of 
around $34,000 per year — 
regular faculty members in 
my department teach three 
courses per year. 

“The Canadian univer-
sity system is paying very 
little attention to under-
graduate education at pres-
ent. Universities’ claims 
that their budgets prevent 
the hiring of permanent 
staff is a thin smokescreen 
for a deliberate attempt to 
cut undergraduate teach-
ing costs. This is done by 
hiring contract instructors 
year after year, teaching 
core courses, while pre-

tending that this is merely 
a “temporary expediency.” 
We should follow the Euro-
pean Union employment 
laws, which force employ-
ers to hire staff permanent-
ly when they have been on 
contract for four years.

“Since going public 
about this issue of the low 
pay and exploitation of a 
substantial part of the aca-
demic labour force, I have 
received many messages of 
support from current and 
former students, and from 
many other precariously 
employed academic staff 
all across Canada. Several 
of them have thanked me 
for speaking out, because 
they dare not. Fear of the 
consequences of free speech 
should not be allowed to 
be used by universities as a 
technique of stifling legiti-
mate complaints. The pro-
gram really did not paint a 
sufficiently bleak picture of 
the issues faced by many 
contract faculty in Canadian 
higher education today. We 
are dedicated teachers, com-
mitted to our students, and 
it is nothing short of scan-
dalous that we continue to 
be treated in this fashion.”

I am “quite cross” about 
this, as we British would say.

This article was first 
published on “Precarious 
Physicist”: https://medium.
com/precarious-physicist
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An 1849 depiction of Wikicommons:  
“Bridget O’Donnell and her two children during the famine.”

REPORT BUSTS fOREIgN wORKER myThS

ST. PATRICK’S DAy ShOULD BE 
PLATfORm fOR mIgRANT RIghTS

Temporary foreign workers not responsible for job shortage, PBO finds

and descendents of the irish diaspora should champion its cause

Eleanor Riley

A recent report by the 
Parliamentary Budget Offi-
cer (PBO) regarding tempo-
rary foreign workers (TFWs) 
has shown that there is in-
sufficient data to indicate 
a relationship between for-
eign workers and labour 

shortages.
The Migrant Workers Al-

liance for Change (MWAC), 
Canada’s largest coalition 
of migrant workers’ rights 
groups, has said the report 
adds a note of reason to 
debates about TFWs in Can-
ada. “This report is resound-
ing evidence that the hyste-

ria around migrant workers 
stealing jobs from Canadian 
citizens is misplaced,” says 
Syed Hussan, coordinator of 
MWAC, in a March 12 me-
dia release. 

The report, titled Tempo-
rary Foreign Workers in Can-
ada: A look at regions and oc-
cupational skill, was filed by 

Christopher Kelly-Bisson  
@ChrysBisson

Hardly anyone talks 
about the green elephant in 
the room — the one shad-
owing long-standing his-
torical celebrations such as 
the Ottawa and Montréal St. 
Patrick’s Day parades. That 
is, no one talks about the 
horrors of how settlers treat-
ed Irish migrants to North 
America.

This conversation needs 
to happen if us Irish-Canadi-
ans are to realize the lesson 
learned by our ancestors: 
that, because our ancestors 
suffered from brutal injus-
tices as migrants, Irish-Ca-
nadians and many other hy-
phenated Canadians ought 
to develop a staunch com-
mitment towards migrant 
justice, and that this com-
mitment ought to be the 
basis of our governments’ 
policy and behaviour.

Many Irish came to Can-
ada in the wake of the Gorta 
Mór (or the Great Famine of 
1845-52). This famine was 
not simply an act of nature 
but a protracted instrument 
of colonization and racism 
pressed upon Ireland by the 
United Kingdom. There was, 
in fact, plenty of food being 
produced for export at the 
time, yet access to food sup-
plies was largely restricted 
to landed gentry. So many 
Indigenous Gaelic and other 
working-class Irish suffered, 
fell ill, and were starved 
and/or displaced that it 
ought to be remembered as 
a genocidal act.  

Seeking relief from star-
vation, many Irish fled to 
coastal ports to find food, 

employment, or escape. Es-
cape was an expensive af-
fair; many found their way 
to Liverpool and other in-
dustrial centres in the UK 
to work in atrocious factory 
conditions for virtually no 
pay. Others found their way 
on to lumber ships return-
ing to Canada for their next 
shipment of wood. Most 
Irish-Canadians’ ancestors 
came to Canada on ships 
such as these — ships that 
were designed to transport 
timber, not human beings, 
and so provided passengers 
with inhumane, even deadly 
conditions for their trans-
Atlantic passage. Merchants 
made a living off of this suf-
fering, charging exorbitant 
fees to starving Irish families 
desperate for escape.

These ships, cramped 
vessels packed full of sick 
and starving refugees, har-
boured infectious disease 
and came to be known as 
“coffin ships.” Typhus and 
cholera killed 70 per cent 
of all those infected, and 
deaths were counted as high 
as 136 of 275 passengers 
in the case of the merchant 
ship Avon — a mortality rate 
of nearly 50 per cent. 

So many Irish migrants 
arrived sick that the Cana-
dian government enforced a 
quarantine period for all new 
arrivals. Quarantine took 
place on Grosse Île, a small 
island several kilometres off 
the coast of Québec City. The 
government provided no re-
sources to treat and care for  
Irish migrants. Virtually all 
aid for the ill, malnourished 
and starving came from the 
Catholic Church.

Incompetence and xeno-

phobic racism saw migrants 
trapped in these quarantine 
camps, which were soon 
overrun. Over 100,000 Irish 
refugees passed through 
Grosse Île and 5,000 refu-
gees perished there.

Unprepared for this flood 
of migration, Montréal 
forced Irish refugees to settle 
in a narrow, swampy strip 
by the shore called Griffin-
town. Several typhus pan-
demics coursed through the 
poorly constructed shacks 
and yearly spring flooding 
turned the shanty town into 
a frozen lake. English Prot-
estants and French Catho-
lics persistently harassed the 
migrant communities out of 
racism and fear of disease. 
This bred sectarian violence 
in the streets of Montréal.

Working conditions were 
equally inhumane. Many 
found work in the con-
struction of canals both in 
Montréal and here in Ot-
tawa. Work conditions were 
dangerous and trying. Irish 
trade unions formed and 
fought for better working 
conditions, but many lives 
were lost. 

Irish-Canadians today 
are a perplexing group to 
me. Now we are fully inte-
grated into settler society, 
but only a century ago we 
were considered a sub-Euro-
pean, sub-human race. Our 
integration has afforded us 
all of the privileges that per-
mit us to forget the histori-
cal abuses inflicted upon our 
ancestors. This ignorance 
has ironically resulted in the 
advocacy by many Irish-Ca-
nadians for the same sorts 
of xenophobic policies that 
our ancestors experienced in 

attempting to flee colonial 
occupation and integrate in 
a new country.

For example, though 
Irish names fill the roll call 
of both the Conservative 
and Liberal parties – and 
many of their supporters – 
in the development of Bill 
C-51. This bill that targets 
people of colour as suspects 
of terrorism is precisely the 
same sort of policy wielded 
against Irish immigrants 
amid scares of a Fenian up-
rising in the 1860s.

Irish-Canadians re-
sponded similarly when, 
in 2010, 500 Tamil refugees 
fleeing ethnic cleansing in 
Sri Lanka packed into the 
MV Sea Sun for 12 weeks. 
Upon their arrival in British 
Columbia, they were held 
in detention — some for 
as long as two years. Then-
Immigration Minister Jason 
Kenney (an Irish-Canadian 
himself!) justified this re-
sponse in the name of stop-
ping human trafficking. Yet 
this is precisely the same 
way that Kenney’s ancestors 
came to Canada.

The political hypocrisy 
of many Irish-Canadians is 
baffling but not surprising. 
High school history classes 
portray the famine as a trick 
of nature, implying that 
famine refugees popped 
up like fair-weather lepre-
chauns. It certainly doesn’t 
help that Irish culture is a 
pastiche of folk and com-
mercial tropes — glasses 
of Guinness and gaudy St. 
Patrick’s Day parades that 
might be considered offen-
sive if demographic in ques-
tion were Indigenous or  
Roma Canadians. 

the Office of the PBO, an 
independent office tasked 
with providing analysis on 
the state of the nation’s fi-
nances. The report focused 
specifically on Alberta, Brit-
ish Columbia and Ontario, 
and delivered an overview 
of the relative importance 
of foreign workers in the 
Canadian economy.

Contrary to the broad 
popular assumption that 
TFWs steal jobs from Cana-
dians, the report states that 
TFWs make up just 1.8 per 
cent of the entire Canadian 
labour force. The report also 
noted that employers only 
seek TFWs for low-skilled 
jobs after exhausting the 
Canadian labour market; 
therefore, TFWs pose mini-
mal risk to the domestic la-
bour force. 

The PBO also found that 
employers rely on TWFs be-
cause employers have dif-
ficulty retaining underem-
ployed Canadian workers in 
low-skill positions. Turnover 
for these positions is high 

and retraining is costly. 
In the end, the report en-

courages present practices. It 
reads, “From an economic 
point of view, it is in prin-
ciple considered desirable 
to allow foreign workers to 
temporarily fill positions. 
Where there is a lack of 
suitable domestic workers, 
foreign workers allow the 
domestic economy to avoid 
losses of output by prevent-
ing wages from rising too 
quickly.” 

Throughout the report, 
TFWs are treated merely 
as economic entities. The 
report makes no mention 
of the very real and human 
difficulties faced by TFWs 
(including poverty, lack 
of benefits, and job inse-
curity; all of which make 
for precarious living) and 
it makes no recommenda-
tions about how some of 
these problems might be 
remedied. 

The PBO’s research does, 
however, state that “It is im-
portant that the policy pa-

rameters of the Temporary 
Foreign Worker Program 
are designed such that firms 
find it more profitable, ul-
timately, to rely on the do-
mestic labour force than on 
foreign workers.” 

The MWAC says they 
were pleased with the report. 

Canada has long been 
favourable to the tempo-
rary immigration of foreign 
workers, but the MWAC 
would like to see the govern-
ment do more. Syed Hussan 
states, “It’s time to shift the 
dialogue to ensuring mi-
grant workers are accorded 
rights to permanent residen-
cy by the federal government 
as well as simultaneous pro-
vincial reforms where mi-
grant workers are provided 
with equal access to provin-
cial labour rights and social 
entitlements. The first step 
to this is ending the unjust 
four and four rule, that up-
roots migrant workers who 
have worked in Canada for 
four years.”

 The truth about the his-
torical treatment of Irish ref-
ugees is almost completely 
ignored, and as a result Irish-
Canadians are complicit in 
the colonialisms of the pres-
ent day. They perpetuate the 
same conditions that led to 
their ancestors’ own ethnic 
cleansing and ghettoization.

For this reason I implore 
Irish-Canadians to learn 

their families’ histories and 
meditate long upon the vio-
lent nature of their ances-
tors’ suffering. I then invite 
Irish-Canadians to adopt St. 
Patrick’s Day as an oppor-
tunity to make a stand for 
migrant justice, and to op-
pose xenophobic and racist 
behaviour and legislation 
exhibited by “our” own gov-
ernment.  

Our integration has 
afforded us all of the 
privileges that permit us 
to forget the historical 
abuses inflicted upon 
our ancestors
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les Sans-culottes 
étaient les 
révolutionnaires 
radicaux pendant la 
révolution française 
(vers 1789). leur 
nom émanait des 
pantalons qu’ils 
portaient au lieu 
de la culotte courte 
et des bas, portés 
par les nobles et 
les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en 
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.

Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-nous à diversifier notre 
contenu!

Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de 
textes en français, contactez-nous!

LE LeveLLeR éTEND SES BRANCHES!

Anaïs Elboujdaïni

Partout où notre regard 
se pose, en ville du moins, se 
trouve un message publici-
taire pour capter l’attention. 
Les médias vendent des es-
paces publicitaires en vue 
de maintenir une « concur-
rence  » face à leurs « rivaux ». 
C’est pourquoi il peut nous 
arriver d’obtenir une copie 
papier du Droit qui, au lieu 
d’une Une classique, est vêtue 
d’une fausse première page 
qui annonce une liquidation 
MONSTRE d’un gros truck.

Alors que les graffitis sont 
démonisés et qu’une longue 
bataille judiciaire a finale-
ment permis d’afficher dans 
une ville des événements 
politiques ou communau-
taires, les compagnies pétro-
lières et minières, les promo-

L’espace extérieur colonisé par la publicité

Variations sur un 
même thème:  
Portrait de quelques 
coups bas et vicieux de 
la publicité dans notre 
quotidien

Les abribus - À Gatineau, 
il est possible d’avoir un con-
sensus : la Société des trans-
ports de l’Outaouais (STO) 
est un service indigne de la 
quatrième plus grande ville 
du Québec. Mis à part l’échec 
relatif du Rapibus, le réseau 
est déficient, notamment du 
côté d’Aylmer et du Plateau, 
deux secteurs en expansion 
et qui ont une grande popu-
lation de jeunes. 

Ce qui est moins décrié, 
c’est que les publicités qui 

teurs immobiliers ainsi les 
grandes surfaces ont la belle 
part dans l’espace public.

En effet, la publicité qui 
s’accroche aux flans des au-
tobus ou qui se dresse sur le 
bord des routes profite sur-
tout à des intérêts privés qui 
encouragent le saccage de 
l’environnement par la pro-
motion d’une consommation 
effrénée ou encore déforment 
l’image des femmes et des 
hommes. On n’a qu’à penser 
aux pubs sexistes et racistes 
promouvant une seule sorte 
de corps : sans poils, mince et 
le plus blanc possible. La vigi-
lance s’impose donc. 

	  

	  
Pour	  plus	  d’infos’	  /	  find	  out	  more	  at:	  OPIRG-‐GRIPO.CA	  

Présentez-‐vous	  aux	  elections	  du	  
Run	  for	  Elections	  at	  	  

GRIP PIRGOttawa

Soumettez	  votre	  candidature	  avant	  le	  jeudi	  2	  april!	  Apply	  by	  Thursday	  April	  2nd!	  
	  

Vous	  voulez	  vous	  impliquer	  avec	  un	  organisme	  qui	  
travaille	  pour	  la	  justice	  sociale,	  environnementale	  
et	  économique?	  Voulez-‐vous	  acquérir	  de	  
l’expérience	  en	  travaillant	  avec	  d’autres	  personnes	  
qui	  sont	  passionnées	  par	  ces	  enjeux?	  En	  voici	  
l’occasion!	  
	  	  
Les	  responsabilités	  des	  membres	  du	  Conseil	  
d’administration	  du	  GRIPO	  sont	  les	  suivantes	  :	  

ü Être	  présentE	  et	  participer	  aux	  
réunions	  (3	  heures/semaine);	  

ü Travailler	  sur	  un	  dossier	  tel	  que	  :	  
assurer	  la	  liaison	  avec	  les	  employéEs,	  
le	  développement	  de	  politiques,	  les	  
ressources	  humaines,	  les	  relations	  
communautaires,	  l’anti-‐oppression;	  

ü Assurer	  l'équité	  et	  la	  sécurité	  en	  
matière	  d'emploi	  pour	  les	  employéEs;	  

ü Contribuer	  au	  GRIPO	  avec	  
enthousiasme	  et	  avec	  une	  perspective	  
critique	  afin	  de	  créer	  un	  
environnement	  à	  la	  fois	  dynamique	  et	  
sain	  pour	  chacunE.	  

Are	  you	  interested	  in	  getting	  involved	  with	  an	  
organization	  that	  works	  on	  social,	  environmental,	  
and	  economic	  justice?	  Do	  you	  want	  to	  gain	  
experience	  working	  with	  others	  who	  are	  
passionate	  about	  these	  issues?	  This	  might	  be	  the	  
opportunity	  for	  you!	  
	  	  
Responsibilities	  of	  OPIRG	  Board	  Members	  

ü Attend	  and	  participate	  in	  meetings	  (3	  
hours/week);	  

ü Work	  on	  different	  portfolios	  such	  as:	  
board-‐staff	  liaison,	  policy	  work,	  
human	  resources,	  community	  
relations,	  board	  relations	  and	  anti-‐
oppression;	  

ü Work	  to	  ensure	  the	  safe	  and	  equitable	  
employment	  of	  staff	  members;	  

ü Contribute	  to	  OPIRG	  with	  enthusiasm	  
and	  a	  critical	  perspective	  to	  create	  a	  
dynamic	  and	  positive	  space	  for	  
everyone.	  

	  

	  
Pour	  plus	  d’informations	  /	  find	  out	  more	  at:	  OPIRG-‐GRIPO.CA	  
	  

GRIP PIRGOttawa

Participez	  à	  l’Assemblée	  générale	  annuelle!/	  Attend	  the	  Annual	  General	  Meeting!	  
Centre	  Universitaire	  215,	  9	  avril	  à	  	  18:30/215	  University	  Centre	  ,	  April	  9th	  at	  6:30pm	  

	  
	  

Présentez-‐vous	  aux	  élections	  du	  
Run	  for	  Elections	  at	  	  

Le Groupe de recherche d’intérêt public de l’Ontario (GRIPO) à 
l’université d’Ottawa a pour mission de rassembler et de construire une 
communauté dévouée à la justice sociale, économique et 
environnementale, GRIPO Ottawa s’intéresse aux contributions des 
étudiantEs et de la communauté universitaire qui visent le changement 
social. 
Nous sommes financés par les étudiantEs ce qui signifie que le GRIPO 
vous appartient. A vous de de vous engager, de proposer un groupe 
d’action, d’emprunter des ressources, de lancer un projet de recherche, de 
fabriquer des macarons, de faire des copies, des affiches... et on passe. Le 
GRIPO se veut un espace et un regroupement accueillant tant pour les 
nouveaux membres que pour les anciens.  Un lieu pour travailler sur des 
campagnes, d’œuvrer en tant que membre du Conseil d’administration, en 
tant que bénévole ou en tant qu’individu. 
Depuis notre fondation, nous avons traité d’enjeux d’intérêt public (droits 
de scolarité, environnement, justice sociale, guerre et occupation, sexisme, 
racisme, souveraineté autochtone, etc.) par l’entremise d’événements tels 
les soirées cinéma, les conférences, les forums et les débats publics, les 
journées d’échange communautaire, les cafés équitables et les kiosques 
d’information. Nous avons aussi appuyé le travail de dizaines de groupes 
d’action sur ces problématiques et bien d’autres à travers les années. 

	  

The mandate of OPIRG (Ontario Public Interest Research Group at the 
University of Ottawa) is to bring together and build upon a broad-based 
community dedicated to social, economic, and environmental justice. 
OPIRG- is concerned with the contribution that students, the university and 
the community can make towards social change. We are students funded 
which means that OPIRG is yours. Yours to engage with, to start a group 
through, to borrow resources from, to pitch a research project to, to make 
buttons, copies, banners with…and the list goes on. OPIRG as a space and 
as a group is meant to welcome friends new and old, to work on campaigns, 
to work as a board member, as a volunteer, or as an individual. Since our 
foundation, we have addressed issues of public concern such as tuition fees, 
environmental justice, social justice, war and occupation, sexism, racism, 
Indigenous sovereignty, and more through events like movie nights, guest 
speakers, forums, debates, clothing swaps, fair trade cafés, and information 
tables. We have supported the work of dozens of action groups on these and 
other issues throughout the years. As an organization, we exist to support 
student initiatives and projects by contributing financial and non-financial 
resources to their development. Any student or student group is welcome to 
submit proposals to OPIRG.  

 
 
	  

sont affichées dans les abri-
bus sont hors du  contrôle 
de la STO, donc du public. 
En effet, Imagi-affichage, 
une compagnie privée, est 
sous-traitée par le transpor-
teur public afin de trouver 
des clients.On se rappellera 
de l’annonce des condos 
du VIÙ, par le groupe de 
développement immobilier 
Heafey, qui a entièrement 
colonisé l’espace publicitaire 
des abribus de Hull pendant 
des mois. De plus, grâce à 
des clauses de confidenti-
alité, Imagi-affichage n’a 
pas l’obligation de dévoiler 
le nombre d’affiches d’une 
même compagnie, ni les 
coûts globaux qu’elle en-
caisse par transaction. 

Les panneaux extérieurs 
- L’affichage extérieur de 
panneaux publicitaires gé-
ants est un autre exemple de 
pollution visuelle. Des com-
pagnies, comme Outfront 
média ou Enseignes Pattison 
en Outaouais, louent leurs 
espaces situés dans des lieux 
« stratégiques », souvent ori-
entés vers les automobilistes 
à de gros clients. En plus de 
distraire les-dits automobil-
istes et de bloquer la vue, 
l’affichage extérieur profite 
rarement aux petites com-
pagnies locales.

À Gatineau et Ottawa, 
plusieurs panneaux sont pla-

cés le long des autoroutes, 
mais aussi dans le centre-
ville. Ils mettent de l’avant les 
mêmes compagnies : parfois 
des géants de l’alimentation 
de piètre qualité, parfois de 
centres d’achats qui perpé-
tuent les stéréotypes en met-
tant en scène des femmes 
aux bras chargés de sacs, et 
d’autres fois, des géants de la 
téléphonie qui nous propo-
sent des tarifs inabordables.

Les vélos libre-service 
- Les Bixis portent sur leurs 
roues arrière une publicité, 
permettant à des compag-
nies de déplacer leur image 
dans les rues de la ville, le 
tout aux frais des usagères 
et des usagers. En réponse à 
cette invasion publicitaire, 
le 30 avril 2012, à Montréal 
des activistes anonymes lan-
cent Bixi Poésie. En moins 
de 24 heures, la presque 
totalité de la flotte de Bixi 
montréalaise, soit un peu 
plus de 4 000 vélos, sont 
ornés d’extraits de poèmes 
ou de citations litéraires, 
cachant les habituels logos 
de banques ou d’empires 
médiatiques.

La version originale de cet 
article a d’abord été publiée 
dans le P’tit MOT-DIT, Journal 
de l’Association pour la défense 
des droits sociaux de Gatineau, 
en mars 2015.

Bon débarras!
En 2007, la municipalité de Sao Paolo, au Bré-

sil, avait résilié son contrat d’affichage avec le gé-
ant JCDecaux, la plus grande compagnie mondiale 
spécialisée dans l’affichage publicitaire urbain. La 
cinquième ville mondiale en termes de population 
avait décidé d’interdire l’affichage publicitaire dans 
ses rues. Toutefois, en 2012, elle le réintroduit, avec 
plus de contrôles. JCDecaux  gagne l’appel d’offre, et 
s’occupera de l’affichage publicitaire de la ville pen-
dant les 25 prochaines années. 

En 2014, Grenoble, en France, imitait la démarche 
de Sao Paulo, suite à une promesse électorale de son 
maire, Éric Piolle. Le maire, conscient de l’effet du 
matraquage quotidien de la publicité, résilie un con-
trat avec JCDecaux, qui gérait les 2 051 mètres carrés 
de publicité dans l’espace public. Le maire met fin à 
cette relation vieille de 38 ans, et promet de plutôt 
mettre de l’avant l’affichage communautaire. 

Cette initiative encourage des activistes de Dijon, 
une autre ville française, à mettre sur pied un audit 
citoyen sur la présence de panneaux publicitaires 
dans la municipalité, afin d’influencer la révision du 
Règlement local de Publicité, annoncée par le maire. 
Grâce à cet audit, activistes et citoyens concernés 
ont participé pendant deux semaines à la cartogra-
phie des espaces publicitaires, disponible sur Open-
StreetMap, un logiciel libre.

Une décision de la 
Cour suprême défend 
le droit d’affichage 
dans une ville. Les 
villes canadiennes 
ne peuvent passer 
des lois restreignant 
l’affichage que si elles 
fournissent des es-
paces adéquats pour 
le faire. Le cas du 
musicien Ken Rams-
den contre la ville de 
Peterborough et ce-
lui de l’activiste Jaggi 
Singh contre celle de 
Montréal sont deux 
précédents importants 
qui réaffirme le droit 
des citoyens d’afficher 
dans l’espace public.

Photo: Bixi Poésie



Pam Palmater on 
murdered and 
missing indigenous 
Women & girls
Root Causes, 
Public Discourse, 
and Call for a 
National Inquiry 
and Emergency 
Action Plan

“this issue around missing and murdered indigenous 
women and girls didn’t just crop up a couple of years 
ago...this has actually been a problem since contact.”

greg macdougall

The following con-
sists of direct quotes 
and paraphrased sum-
maries of what Pam Pal-
mater had to say in a talk 
and interview on Feb. 24, 
2015 at the University of 
Ottawa. She is a Mi’kmaw 
lawyer from Eel River Bar 
First Nation, Chair of In-
digenous Governance at 
Ryerson University and a 
well-known activist for 
her role in the Idle No 
More movement, among 
other things.

 The talk was entitled 
“The Law’s Role in Can-
ada’s National Disgrace: 
Murdered and Missing 
Indigenous Women and 
Girls.” Videos of both the 
talk and interview are 
available at Equitable-
Education.ca.

On the rOOt 
causes Of 
injustice

“This issue around 
missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and 
girls didn’t just crop up 
a couple of years ago 
when it got all [this] me-
dia attention,” said Pal-
mater. “This has actually 
been a problem since 
contact.”

Palmater feels we 
need to “address the root 
causes of why these In-
digenous women and 
girls are vulnerable to 
begin with, and that’s a 
crucial place to start the 
dialogue.”

Her talk included a 
chronology of Canadian 
governments’ policies, 
motivated by genocide, 
towards Indigenous 
people. She said that the 
present problem of miss-
ing and murdered Indig-
enous women and girls 
is indicative of “a dis-
cussion that Canadians 
have yet to have [on] the 
second method [aside 
from assimilation] of 
obtaining [Indigenous] 
lands and resources, and 
that’s the elimination of 
Indigenous peoples in 
this country, targeting 

Indigenous women.”
To the long and con-

tinuing history of the 
Canadian state’s racism, 
violence, neglect, per-
petual victim-blaming 
and settler colonialism – 
of which forced reloca-
tions and dispossession 
of land, the Indian Act 
of 1876, the residential 
school system and the 
Sixties Scoop, and small-
pox blankets are only the 
most well-known abus-
es – Palmater added a 
list of other atrocities 
intended to eliminate 
what was then referred 
to as Canada’s “Indian 
problem.”

Beginning in 1749, 
Nova Scotia began of-
fering scalping bounties, 
beginning at 10 guin-
eas (over $3,750 CAD) 
per head and rising to 
50 guineas per head by 
June 1750. “That,” said 
Palmater, “is how you 
decimate a nation by 
upwards of 80 per cent.”

She also highlighted 
the theft and murder of 
many Indigenous chil-
dren from their own 
communities and the 
forced sterilization of In-
digenous women in the 
past. 

This legacy has di-
rect descendants to-
day, among them the 
“chronically maintained 
and legislated poverty 
by the federal govern-
ment which makes these 
women more vulnerable, 
makes them homeless.” 
According to Palma-
ter, the vast majority of 
cases of murdered and 
missing Indigenous 
women and girls happen 
in urban areas, not home 
communities.

This cycle of poverty 
is self-sustaining, she 
said, and creates and 
maintains the condi-
tions for violence. 

current public 
discOurse

Palmater says that 
there is a big problem 
when it comes to edu-
cating Canadians about 
these “uncomfortable 
truths.” She feels that 
misinformation domi-
nates public discourse. 

Palmater takes is-
sue with a 2014 RCMP 
report which pegs the 
number of missing and 
murdered Indigenous 
women at 1,181. She 
says the number is actu-
ally much higher – 1,181 
is “all that’s known” or 
reported. 

She also said she 
doesn’t trust the RCMP 
to be the ones to hon-
estly deal with or as-
sess the situation. She 
cited both the Pickton 
inquiry findings, which 
report that the RCMP 
consistently fails to ad-
equately follow-up on 
and investigate cases of 
missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and 
girls, and a 2013 Hu-
man Rights Watch report 
that found that RCMP 
officials have been per-
petrators of rape and 
violence against Indig-
enous women and girls. 

There is even a case 
of a sitting judge (David 
Ramsay, from British Co-
lumbia) who was found 
guilty of sexual assault 
causing bodily harm to 
Indigenous girls aged 
12-17. 

Palmater also says she 
feels that the discourse 
around criminality, vic-
tim-blaming and the 
‘othering’ of Indigenous 
peoples creates a sepa-
ration from potential al-
lies in Canadian society 
on this issue.

the call fOr 
a natiOnal 
inquiry and 
an emergency 
actiOn plan

Palmater backs the 
wide call for a national 
inquiry into the epidemic 
of missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and 
girls. She says that such 
calls have been “almost 
unanimous – not just 
by the families of the 
murdered and missing 
Indigenous women and 
girls, and all of the First 
Nation and women’s 
rights groups and orga-
nizations, but also by the 
majority of the provinces 
and territories, by all of 
the international human 
rights committees that 
have ever looked at the 
issue, by legal experts 
– there’s a reason why 
everyone is calling for a 
broad expansive national 
inquiry, and that’s be-
cause we need to know 
about all the things we 
don’t know.”

Such an inquiry, she 
suggested, should be 
“expansive in scope, with 
very targeted investi-
gatory powers, done in 
partnership with those 
impacted and First Na-
tions...At the same time 
[the government ought 
to develop] an emergen-
cy action plan to protect 
Indigenous women and 
girls right now, in terms 
of not just their personal 
safety, but also in terms of 
their mental health, their 
health, their social well 
being, all of those things 
need to be addressed...it 
can’t be a scenario where 
we do a national inquiry 
and just wait and see 
what happens.”

  Calls for a national 
inquiry are, she said, 
“about giving Canadi-
ans the truth, the facts, 
so that they can analyze 
their own solutions for 
how we move forward, 
in addition to giving 
First Nations a voice.”

Walking 
With our 
sisters

Walking With Our Sisters is an art in-
stallation which commemorates the lives 
of missing and murdered Indigenous 
women of Canada and the United States.

 In June 2012 a call was put out for 
people to create moccasin tops, or 
“vamps,” to honour the lives of missing 
and murdered Indigenous women. Thir-
teen months later over 1,600 vamps had 
been sent in.

 This large, grassroots collaboration 
began touring in late 2013. It arrives in 
Ottawa this fall, hosted by Gallery 101 
from Sept. 25 through Oct. 16, 2015.

 According to the installation’s web-
site, “The work exists as a floor installa-
tion made up of beaded vamps arranged 
in a winding path formation on fabric 
and includes cedar boughs. Viewers re-
move their shoes to walk on a path of 
cloth alongside the vamps.

“Each pair of vamps (or “uppers” as 
they are also called) represents one miss-
ing or murdered Indigenous woman. The 
unfinished moccasins represent the un-
finished lives of the women whose lives 
were cut short. The children’s vamps are 
dedicated to children who never returned 
home from residential schools. Togeth-
er the installation represents all these 
women; paying respect to their lives and 
existence on this earth. They are not for-
gotten. They are sisters, mothers, aunts, 
daughters, cousins, grandmothers, wives 
and partners. They have been cared for, 
they have been loved, they are missing 
and they are not forgotten.”

 A group of women of diverse back-
grounds and ages have come together 
locally to organize Walking With Our Sis-
ters community conversations in Ottawa 
– the fourth one happens Thursday Mar. 
26 at 7:00 p.m., at Carleton University in 
2017 Dunton Tower.

 Find more information on Walking 
With Our Sisters at www.walkingwith-
oursisters.ca - and “Walking With Our 
Sisters Ottawa” on Facebook and Twitter, 
or by email at wwosottawa@gmail.com.
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survivors lead in fighting 
indigenous Women crisis
Federal government not doing enough
francella fiallos

Whenever Chantel 
Henderson was around 
people she didn’t know, 
she’d get a strange feeling. 

At age 16 Henderson 
was beaten and raped 
after a night of under-
age drinking. A man 
she’d known only vaguely 
when she was a child held 
her captive for a week 
and threatened violence 
if she tried to escape. She 
eventually did.

Four years later, Hen-
derson found herself in a 
similar situation, tied up 
in a basement apartment. 
Once again, she found a 
way out.

“I’m here for a reason,” 
the Concordia University 
graduate student said. “I 
was made to survive all 
these terrible things that 
were done to me.”

Henderson is also a 
member of the Sagkeeng 
and Pinaymootang First 
Nations in Manitoba. 
Unlike 1,181 Indigenous 
women across Canada 
who have been murdered 
or have disappeared, 
Henderson is still here 
fighting for justice.

On Feb. 27, Canada’s 
largest advocacy group 
for Indigenous peoples, 
the Assembly of First 
Nations (AFN), held a 
national roundtable on 
murdered and missing 
native women in Ottawa. 
The roundtable sought to 
hear from both govern-
ment delegates and fami-
lies seeking justice for 
their loved ones.

The AFN invited Min-
ister of Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Develop-
ment Bernard Valcourt, 
Minister for the Status of 
Women Kellie Leitch, and 
Ontario Premier Kathleen 
Wynne to participate in 
the roundtable.

Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper was not 
present at the roundtable.

The roundtable 
“wasn’t meant to replace 
a national inquiry,” said 
AFN Director of Com-
munications Don Kelly. 
“We focused on immedi-
ate actions: shelters, safer 
transportation. It was a 
chance to look at those 
issues.”

The federal govern-
ment held a separate 
press conference from 
the AFN and families af-
ter the roundtable was 
over — a clear indication 
of disrespect, according 
to NDP Aboriginal Affairs 
critic Niki Ashton.

“They used [the round-
table] as a PR strategy,” 
she said. “The federal 
government says they’re 
doing enough but they 
say ‘no’ to an inquiry.”

Mi’kmaq lawyer and 
activist Pam Palmater also 
criticized the government 
for playing up the round-
table as a PR stunt.

“Our Indigenous wom-
en and girls deserve bet-
ter than a one-day politi-
cal save-face roundtable 
with no objectives, no 
targets, and no proposed 
outcomes,” she said. 
“[The roundtable] is a 
pathetic response to the 
deaths of our women and 
girls on a weekly basis.”

“We’re in a crisis: if 
Canadians were experi-
encing the same level of 
violence, we would have 
over 20,000 Canadian 
women murdered and 
missing right now, in the 
last three decades. They 
would call out the mili-
tary; we would be under 
martial law until those 
women were protected. 
Why don’t we get the 
same response?”

Bridget Tolley, who 
lives on the Kitigan Zibi 
reserve close to Mani-
waki, north of Ottawa, re-
jects the notion of a fed-
eral inquiry. 

“We don’t need the 
people who abused us to 
find a solution for us,” she 
said.

Tolley is the lead or-
ganizer for the First Na-
tions collective Families 
of Sisters in Spirit, a group  
dedicated to helping fam-
ilies heal and seek justice 
for missing or murdered 
loved ones. 

Her mother was killed 
by an off-duty police of-
ficer in Quebec in 2001. 
Tolley has long demand-
ed that the Quebec gov-
ernment conduct an 
investigation into her 
death.

She was not invited to 
the official roundtable, 
or the peoples’ gathering 
held the same day at Car-
leton University.

“There were police 
there trying to block the 
families. What kind of 
message are they send-
ing? There is so much 
disrespect,” she said.

Only four seats at the 
roundtable were reserved 
for family representa-
tives. Representatives 
were chosen on Feb. 26 
and were given just four 
minutes to speak. 

Family member C.J. 
Julian told APTN: “I just 
think what they did was 
re-victimize the families 
by picking four ceremo-
nial witnesses for the na-
tional roundtable. It felt 
like we had to go against 
each other… I saw a lot 
of people walk away with 
heavy hearts... It was like 
we all went against each 
other. It was like lateral 
violence.”

The ongoing crisis of 
missing and murdered 
Indigenous women has 
received a considerable 
amount of attention this 
past year partly due to 
the high-profile case of 
Tina Fontaine, a Winni-
peg teen whose body was 
found in the Red River in 
August 2014.

According to a Janu-
ary report by the Inter-
American Commission 
on Human Rights, Indig-
enous women make up 
16 per cent of all female 
homicides in Canada 
even though Indigenous 
people make up just 4.3 
per cent of Canada’s pop-
ulation.

The same report states 
that high levels of vio-
lence experienced by In-
digenous women and 
girls stems from a “his-
tory of discrimination be-
ginning with colonization 
and continuing through 
inadequate and unjust 
laws and policies such as 
the Indian Act and forced 
enrolment in residential 
schools.

When reflecting on her 
own story, Henderson 
says it’s easy to see the 
links to a violent history of 
assimilation and injustice.

“My education and un-
derstanding of the colo-
nial history [helped] me 
understand why people 
targeted me, why people 
wanted to see me as less 
valuable,” she said.

Indigenous peoples 
have called on the gov-
ernment to launch a na-
tional inquiry into the 
crisis, only to be met with 
steadfast refusal from 
Prime Minister Harper.

Instead, the govern-
ment has promised a five-
year, $25-million plan to 
reverse the high rates of 
violence toward Indig-
enous women and girls.

So far, Tolley isn’t im-
pressed by the govern-
ment’s action plan, claim-
ing that she hasn’t seen 
any results yet.

“If the government is 

giving that much money, 
why isn’t anything going 
on?” she asked.

Both Tolley and Hen-
derson represent a ne-
glected perspective when 
considering the issue of 
missing and murdered 
Indigenous women: that 
of survivors.

“There are so many 
other women who aren’t 
as lucky as I am,” said Tol-
ley. “It’s healing for me to 
share my stories.”

Even though violence 
disproportionately im-
pacts the lives of Cana-
da’s Indigenous women, 
there is likewise a strong 
presence of resilience 
and determination

But even Henderson 
concedes that it takes 
time for women who have 
gone through trauma to 
speak out and make a dif-
ference, especially with 
so many prevailing ste-
reotypes in society about 
Indigenous women.

“It’s very hard to get 
people to understand,” 
she said. “My own fam-
ily didn’t understand...it 
didn’t get real for them 
until my friend went 
missing in 2012.”

Then suddenly two 
years later, it became real 
for the rest of Hender-
son’s community.

Back in Henderson’s 
hometown of Winnipeg, 
Rinelle Harper was raped, 
beaten and left for dead 
near the banks of the 
Assiniboine River in No-
vember 2014.

When Harper spoke 
publicly for the first time 
in December 2014, Hen-
derson took notice. For 
the first time, she had 
seen another survivor de-
mand to be heard.

“What happened to 
Rinelle was horrible, I’m 
glad she survived. She is 
bringing the issue of sur-
vivorship to the table.” 
Henderson said.

Henderson says that 
her education and in-
volvement with the Mon-
treal-based group Miss-
ing Justice has helped 
her find her voice and 
to speak out, something 
she urges all Indigenous 
women to do.

“There’s no risk in tell-
ing your story. It could 
make someone who has 
been in the same situa-
tion more bearable and 
who knows where that 
could lead,” she said.

“Any woman with a 
story to tell should tell it.”

extending 
the 

conversation

Walking 
With our 
sisters

gender-based violence is not 
restricted to women. Wid-
ening discussion about the 
violence inflicted upon in-
digenous women to include 
other gender identities ex-
poses how deep and how 
wide gender-based violence 
runs in canada’s indigenous 
communities. below, we shed 
some light on the plight of 
missing and murdered in-
digenous men and trans and 
two spirit-identified people.  

groups like it starts With us, a campaign to 
support victims of violence and their families 
and loved ones, aim to “expand the dialogue...
to include those [first nations, inuit and métis 
two spirit, or trans identified people] who fall 
outside of eurocentric male/female gender and 
sexuality binaries.”

according to the group, violent deaths and 
disappearances of indigenous people who are 
part of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
transsexual, queer, questioning intersex and 
asexual (lgbttqqia) community not only face 
increased violence but are often ignored by 
mainstream media and public discourse simply 
because they are so marginalized.

the group exists as a partnership between 
three other groups: no more silence, families 
of sisters in spirit, and the native youth sexual 
health network. some of the group’s most im-
portant support work involves the maintenance 
of a community-run database, publicizing dis-
appearances and cataloguing violent deaths of 
indigenous women and members of the lgbt-
tqqia community.

although there is much popular and media 
attention given to the epidemic of missing and 
murdered indigenous women, and justly so, the 
documented murder rate of indigenous men in 
canada is actually higher than that of indig-
enous women.

both the toronto star and aptn have had sto-
ries reporting on statistics canada’s figures of 
indigenous murder victims between 1980-2012. 
statscan documented 745 indigenous female 
homicide victims and 1,750 indigenous male 
homicide victims. that’s 14 and 17 per cent of all 
female and male homicide victims, respectively, 
despite the fact that, as of 2011, only 4.3 per cent 
of canada’s population self-identified as indig-
enous. 

 the female figure of 745 indigenous female 
homicide victims differs from the 2014 rcmp re-
port of 1,017 murdered and 164 missing indig-
enous women since 1980. (the rcmp has yet to 
provide such a figure for murdered and missing 
indigenous men.) regardless, these figures still 
show a disparity between indigenous and settler 
canadians’ experiences of violence. 

such violence scars communities all across 
canada. lydia daniels, whose son colten pratt 
has been missing since november 2014, told 
aptn that “we also wanted to make a statement 
that we also have murdered and missing men in 
our communities.” sandra banman, whose son 
carl was murdered in 2011, stated “in balance 
and unity with our people, we also need to think 
about our men. We don’t love our daughters 
more than we love our sons, so when our sons 
go missing or are murdered, it hurts the families 
just as much.”

mISSINg AND mURDERED 
INDIgENOUS TwO SPIRIT & 
TRANS PEOPLE

mISSINg AND mURDERED 
INDIgENOUS mEN

Photo: Indigenous Peoples Solidarity Movement Ottawa
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COmmENT

BEyOND POLICINg
What might an alternative and just 
society look like? 

Andy Crosby

Recent decades have wit-
nessed the militarization 
of modern police forces in 
Canada and the U.S. Heavily 
armed with bloated budgets, 
police officers maim and kill 
on a daily basis with near 
impunity. 

Rarely is the institution 
of policing and its monop-
oly on “legitimate” violence 
called into question. In its 
perpetual susceptibility to 
mainstream media and gov-
ernment influence, the bas-
tion of white privilege that 
comprises colonial Canada 
by and large supports insti-
tutions of policing and se-
curity. 

However, two stories 
emerged via social media in 
February which indicate that 
alternatives can and do exist. 

Enter Marinaleda and 
Rojava.

The community of Mari-
naleda is situated in Andalu-
sia, the poorest province in 
southern Spain, and has been 
described as an “anti-capital-
ist village.” The town of 2,750 
boasts near full-employment, 
thanks to a farming collective. 
Workers earn €1,200 (about 
$1,700 CAD) per month. Res-
idents also have free access to 
land, labour and materials to 
build homes.

Long-time mayor Juan 
Manuel Sánchez Gordillo 
made international head-
lines for raiding supermar-
kets and redistributing food 
to the poor during the recent 
financial crisis, but he is also 
famous locally for disband-
ing the town’s police force. 
This “utopic” town enjoys 
police-free streets and a 
crime rate of nil.

Across a continent to the 
east is the autonomous re-
gion of Rojava, three largely 
Kurdish provinces situated 
in northern Syria. Rojava’s 
much larger population of 
4.6 million people indicates 
that there are feasible alter-
natives to the nation-state 
when restructuring societies 
on a broad scale. 

In Rojava, political deci-
sions are made at the local 
level by popular assemblies. 
Councils are selected with 
“careful ethnic balance.” The 

model of democratic con-
federalism boasts ecology 
and feminism as its central 
pillars, according to CVLT 
Nation. It has been hailed 
as a “remarkable democratic 
experiment” by renowned 
anarchist and anthropologist 
David Graeber. 

The region has made re-
cent headlines as well, large-
ly thanks to its “YJA Star” fe-
male militia which has been 
credited with fighting and 
winning against both the 
Islamic State and the Syrian 
army. They are also credited 
with helping to save the Ya-
zidi Kurds and defending 
the town of Kobani when it 
was under attack by the Is-
lamic State.

No less remarkably, po-
lice forces and jails have been 
replaced by “peace commit-
tees” in Rojava, according to 
CVLT Nation.

While Marinaleda and 
Rojava are working to cre-
ate a democratic alternative, 
Canada’s criminal justice 
model is characterized by 
over-policing, prison expan-
sion, and heavy-handed, 
broad-reaching state surveil-
lance. 

Canada has almost 
70,000 cops. According to 
Statistics Canada, Canadian 
taxpayers paid $13.5 billion 
to cover police operating 
budgets in 2012.

Since 2002, police ex-
penditures in constant dol-
lars have increased by 42 
per cent.

While the crime rate has 
declined by 26.3 per cent 
between 2001 and 2012, po-
lice officers per 100,000 Ca-
nadian residents rose by 8.7 
per cent.

The Ottawa Police Ser-
vice’s 2015 budget is nearly 
$300 million. In 2013, over 
1,000 Ottawa cops topped 
the Sunshine List earning 
more than $100,000. Police 
Chief Charles Bordeleau 
made a whopping $253,000.

According to Canada Cor-
rectional Investigator How-
ard Sapers’ 2013 Annual Re-
port, justice system spending 
increased by 23 per cent over 
the past decade. Crime de-
creased by the same amount. 
In the past five years, the Cor-
rectional Service of Canada’s 

budget increased by 40 per 
cent, to $2.6 billion.

Yet the decreased crime 
rates and bloated police bud-
gets lead to crowded prisons 
which come with huge social 
and fiscal costs.

Victims of the so-called 
“criminal justice” system 
tend to be non-white. The 
rates of incarceration for visi-
ble minorities have increased 
by 75 per cent in the past 
decade. Nearly 10 per cent 
of federal inmates are Black 
(an 80 per cent increase over 
10 years), even though only 
three per cent of the Cana-
dian population is Black.

Over the same period, 
Indigenous peoples’ incar-
ceration increased by 46.4 
per cent, representing a stag-
gering 23 per cent of federal 
inmates. Indigenous people 
comprise 4.3 per cent of 
Canada’s population. 

Furthermore, Indigenous 
women’s incarceration rates 
have jumped by 80 per cent 
over the same period. They 
now represent one-in-three 
federal women inmates.

These trends are alarm-
ing but not surprising given 
the composition of the Ca-
nadian nation-state and its 
roots in colonial policing 
derived from the Irish con-
stabulary model of the early 
nineteenth century.

Expansive policing and 
prisons cannot be consid-
ered an anomaly under this 
model. They are in fact pur-
poseful. Although modern 
policing of this nature is 
relatively young at 200 years 
old, and much younger in 
Canada, police forces were 
instrumental in colonizing 
Indigenous lands and push-
ing Indigenous peoples onto 
reserves, thus allowing for 
the theft and plunder of terri-
tory which has allowed Can-
ada to rise as an economic 
power today.

But we should not feel 
hopeless in the face of such 
a system. We should seek to 
create, learn from, and build 
on alternative systems. Mari-
naleda and Rojava are not 
perfect by any means, but 
through them we can look 
at our own society differently 
and imagine a more humane 
alternative.

Riot police guard police headquarters on College Street during the Toronto G20 Summit Photo: Andy Crosby

While Marinaleda and Rojava are working to create a 
democratic alternative, Canada’s criminal justice model 
is characterized by over-policing, prison expansion, 
and heavy-handed, broad-reaching state surveillance.
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ExPORTINg TERRORISm
exposing the disgusting double standard of our 
government’s stance on foreign fighters
Morgan duchesney

Last month the Harper 
government announced 
sweeping changes to the 
scope and mandate of the 
Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Service and extended 
no-fly lists and legal limits of 
preventative detention. The 
grave danger of such policies 
is that, after they are passed 
into law, they are difficult to 
remove.

One of the most disturb-
ing developments taking 
place in the name of na-
tional security is the hypoc-
risy of a new policy designed 
to prevent Canadians from 
travelling overseas to engage 
in military activities defined 
by the Harper government as 
terrorism. The government 
has begun revoking the pass-
ports of Canadians fighting 
with ISIS or related groups 
overseas as well as those of 
people still in Canada plan-
ning to join them.

However, the Harper gov-
ernment heartily approves 
of Canadian citizens serving 
in the Israeli Defense Force 
(IDF). Francois LaSalle, me-
dia relations officer for the 
Department of Foreign Af-
fairs, Trade and Develop-
ment (DFATD), said that 

Canada “stands shoulder 
to shoulder with Israel, the 
only liberal democratic state 
in [the Middle East]. We are 
fully aware that there are, 
from time to time, Canadian 
citizens serving in the Israeli 
Defense Forces. In some in-
stances this will involve dual 
nationals living in Israel do-
ing their compulsory mili-
tary service in accordance 
with Israeli law.”

These Canadians serve in 
a wide range of IDF units, 
including sections whose 
members, horrified by civil-
ian casualties, have rebelled 
and refused to serve in Gaza 
or the West Bank. According 
to the 1985 Foreign Enlist-
ment Act, however, it is an of-
fense for Canadians to enlist 
in a foreign army that is at 
war with a friendly state. 

Legally, however, Canadi-
ans can join the IDF because 
Palestine, the focus of the 
IDF’s most violent efforts, 
is not, despite their best ef-
forts, officially recognized as 
a state. Since Israel has never 
declared war on the Palestin-
ian authority or other Pales-
tinian representative bodies, 
Canadians can serve in the 
IDF without fear of sanction 
from their own government.

According to an article in 

the Canadian Jewish News, 
The Lone Soldier Center, an 
Israeli non-profit, estimates 
that 5,700 foreign fighters — 
about 145 of them Canadian 
— currently serve in the IDF. 

Canadian-born fighters in 
the IDF face no legal conse-
quences. By contrast, Soma-
li-Canadian Mohamed Hersi 
was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison for attempting to 
join al-Shabab last August. 
Though he was found not 
guilty of committing or plot-
ting a specific act of violence, 
the presiding judge declared 
that Hersi was “poised to be-
come a ‘terror tourist’.”

Canadian journalist and 
activist Yves Engler wrote in 
Dissident Voice that “The dou-
ble standard is extreme. It is 
illegal for Somali-Canadians 
to fight in that country but it 
is okay for Canadian Jews to 
kill Palestinians in Gaza. And 
the government will give you 
a charitable tax credit if you 
give them money to support 
it.”

While the corporate me-
dia reports that the IDF regu-
larly invades Gaza to stop 
Hamas rocket and mortar 
attacks, the complex real-
ity is rarely mentioned in 
American-dominated press. 
Eric Walberg presents his 

perspective in Counterpunch: 
“The violent occupation of 
Arab lands in 1948 was bad 
enough, but the seizure and 
rapid colonization of all of 
Palestine since 1967 radical-
ized the Middle East…Jews 
around the world have the 
legally recognized option 
of supporting Israel’s jihad 
against its Muslim neigh-
bors. Yes, jihad, because Eretz 
Israel (Greater Israel) is still 
aggressively expanding, 70 
years after it was founded.”

Canadian volunteers 
have been heavily involved 
in recent Israeli combat 
operations, including the 
brutal 2008-2009 Israeli as-
sault that killed 1,400 Pal-
estinians. Since terrorism is 
largely a matter of perspec-
tive, Palestinians can hardly 
be blamed for supporting 
the democratically-elected 
Hamas in Gaza or the Hez-
bollah militia that protects 
Lebanon’s southern border 
from Israeli land invasions. 
Odious as it is, the violence 
perpetrated by the latter is 
miniscule compared to the 
crushing power of Israel’s 
high-tech military (courtesy 
of the United States govern-
ment).  

Beyond the fact that the 
Harper government exercises 
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“The time has come for the government 
to prevent Canadians from serving 
in any and all foreign military 
units, both regular and irregular.”

an obvious double standard 
in its treatment of Canadians 
volunteering for the IDF and 
Canadians who attempt to 
join irregular forces in Syria 
and elsewhere is the fact 
that Revenue Canada offers 
charitable status benefits to 
organizations that provide fi-
nancial and moral support to 
IDF soldiers. These include 
Disabled Veterans of Israel 
or Beit Halochem, Canadian 
Magen David Adom for Is-
rael, the Association for the 
Soldiers of Israel in Canada 
(ASI), International Chris-
tian Embassy Jerusalem, the 
Ne’eman Foundation  and 
the Canadian Zionist Cultur-
al Association and the Israeli-
based Lone Soldier Centre.

Additionally, some of the 
Canadian business elite like 
Gerry Schwartz, co-founder 

of CanWest Global Commu-
nication, and Heather Ries-
man, CEO of Indigo Books 
and Music, provide up to 
$3 million annually in post-
military scholarships to Ca-
nadian IDF volunteers. 

The time has come for 
the government to prevent 
Canadians from serving in 
any and all foreign military 
units, both regular and ir-
regular. Canadian historian 
Jack Granatstein was quot-
ed in a blog on the Daily 
Brew, saying, “If they’re go-
ing off to serve somewhere 
else, in some other army, 
they’re switching their al-
legiance…Canadians, even 
those born here, should for-
feit their citizenship if they 
join a foreign army,” no 
matter how just they think 
the cause may be.
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Tim kitz

Rick Revelle. I Am Algon-
quin: An Algonquin Quest Nov-
el. Dundurn: 2013.

Kirby Whiteduck. Algon-
quin Traditional Culture. The 
Council of the Algonquins of 
Pikwàkanagàn, 2002.

 These two books are very 
different – one academic 
nonfiction, the other young 
adult fiction. However, they 
are united by the fact that 
their authors are Algonquin, 
as well as that they provide 
great windows into Algon-
quin culture. 

Unfortunately, the books 
exist in somewhat of a pub-
lishing vacuum. Settlers 
wishing to learn about the 
Indigenous peoples of the 
Ottawa Valley will find few 
other published sources to 
help them. The most notable 
exception is Fractured Home-
land by Mi’kmaw academic 
Bonita Lawrence. The book’s 
focus on the current Ontario 
land claim makes it essential 
reading, but provides little in-
formation about traditional 
Algonquin culture.

Meanwhile, the only gen-
eral history – The Algonquin 
Nation by amateur historian 
Peter Hessel – is outdated and 
far from thorough. Further-
more, academic publications 
tend to have narrow, histori-
cal focuses (eg. birch bark 
canoes, particular Algonquin 
reserve communities, etc.).

Whiteduck’s book is much 
in the same vein. It aims to 
thoroughly document tra-
ditional Algonquin culture. 
It begins with an historical 
overview, analyzing journals 
of European explorers and 
Jesuit missionaries on a vari-
ety of different subjects: social 

structure, material culture, 
subsistence and economic 
patterns, medicines, political 
structure, legends and tales, 
and spiritual beliefs and reli-
gious customs.

Whiteduck also examines 
the archaeological record and 
synthesizes this with the cul-
tural material, in order to per-
suasively argue that there is a 
direct continuity between ear-
liest human settlement in the 
Ottawa River Valley and histor-
ically-documented Algonquin 
culture. This goes against the 
grain of a cautious archaeo-
logical tendency to speak only 
of prehistoric “Woodlands” or 
“Proto-Algonquin” cultures. It 
does, however, support the Al-
gonquin belief that they were 
the first human occupants of 
those territories. 

Whiteduck’s book is thor-
ough, but repetitive and dry. 
The book’s dependency on 
early historical sources gives 
it a certain authority, but this 
is undermined by the fact that 
these primary sources are all 
from European settlers.

Meanwhile, Rick Rev-
elle’s young adult novel tells 
the story of Mahingan, an 
Algonquin chief born in 
1305. The narrative is quite 
exciting and certainly action-
packed, though it contains 
rather graphic descriptions 
of hunting and warfare. The 
book introduces many Al-
gonquin words, including 
several dozen animal names. 
The storyline touches on a 
wide diversity of Algonquin 
cultural practices down to 
which plants were used for 
medicine, and what tools and 
styles were used to cut hair.

Revelle’s book suffers 
from certain editing over-
sights – inconsistent verb 

tenses or shifts in perspective, 
for example – and a rather 
male-centric focus. The story-
line’s violence and privation 
sometimes seems a little over-
played for the sake of narra-
tive excitement. These are mi-
nor quibbles, however. 

Overall, Revelle’s depic-
tion of Algonquin life is 
nuanced, eye-opening and 
inclusive: for example, a war-
rior with a disability and two 
female warrior-hunter part-
ners are shown to be respect-
ed and valued members of 
their community. The book 
abounds in interesting de-
tails, which are generally used 
to propel the narrative for-
ward rather than bog it down. 
It gives a picture of Algonquin 
life that is just as thorough as 
Whiteduck’s Algonquin Tradi-
tional Culture, but embeds it 
in an entertaining and easy-
reading narrative. As such, 
Revelle’s book is an extension 
of the Indigenous practice of 
teaching youngsters their cul-
ture through storytelling.

Though they are largely 
concerned with the past, the 
books also respond to the 
needs of the present. They’re 
certainly part of an ongoing 
movement to revitalize and 
reclaim traditional Algon-
quin culture in new and up-
dated ways.

Their different approaches 
also say something about the 
current Algonquin communi-
ty, even if obliquely. Obvious-
ly the Algonquin nation in 
Ontario is not homogeneous, 
and the two authors occupy 
different spaces within it, 
at least by affiliation. Kirby 
Whiteduck is the chief of the 
Algonquins of Pikwàkanagàn, 
the only federally-recognized 
Algonquin reserve or na-

mAgAzINE

ANARChy AgAINST  
ThE BUREAUCRACy

READINg ALgONqUIN CULTURE
a double Book review

a review of david graeber’s new book
Adam kostrich

Before we go any further, 
I must confess that I myself 
am a bureaucrat. 35 hours 
a week I wade through a 
self-perpetuating river of 
gaily coloured documents, 
ignoring paper cuts, reading 
faceless names (I probably 
know yours, come to think 
of it) and thinking about 
original SIN.

My job doesn’t define 
me – no one’s ever should – 
but it did pique my interest 
in David Graeber’s newest 
book, The Utopia of Rules: 
On Technology, Stupidity, and 
the Secret Joys of Bureaucracy, 
released last month.  

I first read Graeber 
three summers ago when 
I picked up Debt: The First 
5,000 Years. That book had 
two parallel arguments: (a) 
that debt, not money, is the 
foundation of human eco-
nomic and social life; and 
(b) that when debt becomes 
quantifiable and transfer-
able (as when it becomes 
monetized), debt is a potent 
tool of political violence 
and oppression.

In Debt, Graeber brought 
an anarchist’s eye to the 
most pervasive yet invisible 
(or perhaps ignored) mon-
sters that drive and define 
life under late capitalism. 
The Utopia of Rules is no ex-
ception.

This book does not have 
a single, unifying thesis. It’s a 
small collection of essays that 
break the silence surround-
ing the bureaucratization of 
life – what Graeber has called 
“the Sovietization of capital-
ism.” His biggest contention 
is that bureaucracy is institu-
tionalized violence, and that, 
therefore, the implicit threat 
of violence, under the guise 
of rules and regulations, “in-
vades practically every aspect 
of our existence, in ways that 
would have simply been in-
conceivable” at other points 
in history.

The book’s essays play the 
bureaucratic theme in three 
keys. The first, which leans 
on feminist and social theory 
to describe how bureaucrat-
ic procedures create “dead 
zones of the imagination,” 
thus normalizing and en-
trenching structural violence, 

is brilliant. The other two 
are lighter on the theory and 
more or less echo the first.  

As is his custom, Graeber 
wields history, philosophy, 
art and anecdote with as-
tounding scope, erudition, 
and brevity. A short list of 
the book’s talking points 
might include Reaganomics, 
science fiction, the Internet, 
rationality, the New York 
Public Library, D&D, police 
brutality and theology.

All of the above are me-
ticulously cited. It’s worth 
mentioning that here as in 
his other work, Graeber’s 
endnotes are themselves 
worth a read. In one, the 
reader finds a lengthy de-
scription of legends written 
by and for Ancient Egyptian 
bureaucrats; in another, 
Graeber more or less shows 
that “the welfare state was 
largely created to pay off 
the working class for fear of 
their becoming revolution-
aries” by citing Otto von Bis-
marck, the de facto founder 
of the welfare state.

Some of the book’s best 
insights come from Grae-
ber’s work as an activist. In 
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the book’s first essay, for 
example, he recalls how 
an activist organization he 
worked for once received 
a car as a gift. Unable to 
legally own the car unless 
they organized themselves 
differently (i.e., not as an 
egalitarian collective) in or-
der to adhere to government 
restrictions on who can own 
property, raise money, and 
so on, and how. 

The point, in the end, is 
that “the effects of all these 
regulations – regulations 
that almost always assume 
that normal relations be-
tween individuals are me-
diated by the market, and 
that normal groups are orga-
nized internally by relations 
of hierarchy and command 
– seem to emanate not from 
the government’s monop-
oly of the use of force, but 
from the largeness, solidity, 
and heaviness of the objects 
themselves.”

As a book about ideas, 
The Utopia of Rules would 
be remiss without the acad-
emy’s greatest hits. Luckily, 
they’re all here – Baudril-
lard, bell hooks, Marx, Fou-
cault, Weber, Durkheim and 
the gang. But each is less 

a scaffolding or a giant’s 
shoulder than a side of a 
clear prism which Graeber 
rotates to shed many (and 
many-coloured) lights on 
his central theme.

All said, Graeber’s poli-
tics, faith in creativity, nose 
for bullshit and his eye for 
detail make this book a 
compelling read, but the ac-
tual act of reading makes the 
book a joy. Graeber, almost 
alone among prominent 
intellectuals, writes with a 
natural simplicity and lucid-
ity free of condescension or 
pretension.

Of course, the book is not 
without its faults. Debt was 
criticized in Jacobin maga-
zine for providing too many 
anecdotes and ill-founded 
criticisms of economics. “The 
answer to bad economics,” 
wrote reviewer Mike Beggs, 
“is good economics, not no 
economics. We need a genu-
ine political economy.” The 
same criticisms apply to Uto-
pia of Rules. 

There is a lot of food for 
thought in Utopia of Rules – 
some of it downright weird. 
But, in the end, the book’s as-
pirations are disappointingly 
low. Graeber does not form 

a coherent Leftist critique of 
bureaucracy, and it is some-
times difficult to discern 
what the reader is supposed 
to take away from a given es-
say, jam-packed as they are. 
His conclusion – that bu-
reaucracy embodies a sort of 
“can’t live with it, can’t live 
without it” tension between 
rules, freedom, play and cre-
ativity – is disappointing, 
even disheartening.

In his defense we might 
say that Graeber is begin-
ning conversations; namely, 
showing us where to look, 
not what to see. But at a mo-
ment where the Left is frag-
mented and directionless, 
maybe we need a vision that 
directs, rather than merely 
starts, a conversation.

In any case, Graeber 
has, with this book, staked 
a claim to being one of the 
Left’s most accessible, popu-
lar, and – most importantly 
– public intellectuals.  His 
consistent ability to render 
those monsters undergird-
ing the everyday not just 
visible, but threateningly 
opaque, is no small feat. 

He certainly puts my pa-
per cuts in their proper per-
spective.

tion in Ontario. Rick Revelle, 
meanwhile, is a member of 
the Ardoch Algonquin, prob-
ably the most prominent un-
recognized Algonquin com-
munity or nation in Ontario. 
Pikwàkanagàn have taken 
the lead on the current land 
claims negotiations, while Ar-
doch refuses to participate in 
the process.

Readers may want to 
consider the two authors’ so-
cial and political positions 
in relation to their books’ 

differing approaches. Pik-
wàkanagàn uses formal gov-
ernment channels to achieve 
their goals, a little like Whit-
educk’s appropriation of 
historic European accounts 
and formal academic writ-
ing. Ardoch steadfastly rejects 
engagement with the state, 
but has shown a willing-
ness to engage on a popular 
level with settler society, as in 
their 2006-2008 campaign 
to prevent uranium mining 
on their territory. This was a 

campaign that successfully 
appealed to and incorporated 
settler neighbours. Revelle ap-
pears to take a similar tack – 
transposed to a different field 
– teaching Algonquin culture 
through a popular and acces-
sible literary form.

Much like their Algonquin 
communities, then, Revelle 
and Whiteduck use differ-
ent means to achieve similar 
goals – in the case of their 
books, explaining traditional 
Algonquin culture.
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COmmENT

I’m a  
       Leveller!

Whodunit? Match these words of 
wisdoM to the public figure!

A. “I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am changing the things I cannot accept.”

B. “It makes no sense to pay “whities” to stay home while companies bring in “brown people” as 
temporary foreign workers.”

C. “Standard education is a military exercise that destroys your soul.”

D. “To argue with a person who has renounced the use of reason is like administering medicine to the 
dead.”

E. “I believe that an entire nation should not be judged by the wrongdoings of a few extremists.”

F. “White supremacy is still a valid description of the constitution of Canada today.”

G. “The BDS movement, like Israeli Apartheid Week, has no place on Canadian campuses..”

H. “Dub poetry is to call attention to whole life, that’s been ignored, that actually feeds the other life, the 
middle class and colonial life, through its labour, through its style, through its energy. “

I. “Omar Khadr is banned from what it’s anticipated by his body that he will say, not what he has 
said…We can expect that those who speak from the limit point, whose bodies are themselves the 
limit, to be evicted and then blamed for their own demise.”

J. “If you’re not willing to show your face in a ceremony that you’re joining the best country in the 
world...then stay the hell where you came from.”

1. Larry Miller, Conservative MP

2. Lee Maracle, Stó:lō poet

3. George Elliott Clarke, Africadian poet/playwright

4. Marjane Satrapi, Iranian graphic novelist

5. Sherene Razack, professor

6. Thomas Paine, philosopher

7. John Williamson, Conservative MP

8. Justin Trudeau, Liberal MP

9. Lillian Allen, poet

10. Angela Davis, author/activist

a.) Davis b.) Williamson c.) Maracle d.) Paine e.) Satrapi f.) Clarke g.) Trudeau h.) Allen i.) Razack  j.) Miller
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ASKINg ThE RIghT qUESTIONS
The niqab debate in Canada is distracting us 
from the erosion of Women’s rights in general
Sanita Fejzic

Many Canadians have 
been weighing in on 
whether Muslim women 
should be allowed to wear 
niqabs during their citizen-
ship ceremony. Journalists, 
so-called experts, feminists, 
politicians and judges have 
had their say — so have 
women who wear niqabs 
and others who don’t. 
Amid the emotional inten-
sity, the niqab has become 
the centre of a passionate 
national debate. 

Between Prime Minister 
Harper’s comments that 
niqabs are “rooted in a cul-
ture that is anti-women” 
and Justin Trudeau’s re-
buke that “it is a cruel joke 
to claim [that Harper is] 
liberating people from op-
pression by dictating in law 
what they can and cannot 
wear,” there doesn’t seem 
to be any space left for a 
more nuanced debate on 
Canadian values and the 
government’s right to in-
tervene in the defence of 
such values. There doesn’t 

seem to be any space left 
for the voices of women, 
some of whom are in-
deed pressured, whether 
by their husbands or their 
cultures, to wear niqabs, 
to be heard. According to 
a 2013 study from the Ca-
nadian Council of Muslim 
Women, 10 per cent of the 
women surveyed cited “en-
couraged by a spouse” as 
the reason they wear the 
niqab.  While it is risky and 
complicated for them to 
come forward, it troubles 
me that we haven’t heard 
their voices.

It also troubles me 
when the debate becomes 
saturated with unproduc-
tive comments like those 
made by Conservative MP 
Larry Miller, who stat-
ed that women wearing 
niqabs during citizenship 
ceremonies should “stay 
the hell where you came 
from.” Yes, he has apolo-
gized, but that’s not the 
point. His comments are 
symptomatic of the sarcas-
tic and antagonistic tone of 
the debate. His comments 

are polarizing the issue, 
distracting us from what’s 
really at stake. 

 The discussion is quick-
ly being polarized between 
“this is an anti-woman is-
sue” and “these are racist 
comments.” There isn’t any 
room for more-nuanced 
understandings. There isn’t 
any room for looking at 
what really matters: what 
the communities umbrel-
laed under the notion of 
Canada really value. 

If we say equity and 
women’s rights, then the 
Prime Minister shouldn’t 
rail against niqabs. In-
stead, he should be forced 
to answer questions about 
why he slashed the bud-
get to Status of Women in 
Canada (SWC), a federal 
organization which advo-
cates for women’s equality 
and participation in social 
and economic life, back in 
2006. In September of that 
year, then-Treasury Board 
Secretary John Baird en-
forced a $5 million cut to 
the SWC’s budget. This re-
duced funding to 66 gov-
ernment-sanctioned wom-
en’s programs that Baird 
called “wasteful” and “in-
effective”. This cut forced 
SWC to close down 12 of 
its 16 locations. 

And what about the 
Prime Minister’s lack of 
commitment toward Can-
ada’s epidemic of missing 
and murdered Indigenous 
women? The RCMP’s 2013 
study accounts for 1,181 
cases of missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women, 

and that is just what has 
been reported. Though ac-
tivists are split on whether 
or not the federal govern-
ment should have a role in 
investigating these cases, 
the Prime Minister refuses 
to acknowledge the insti-
tutional roots of this prob-
lem. Mightn’t we ask, then, 
whether it’s more impor-
tant to work towards heal-
ing the effects of systemic 
violence at home than it is 
to create new ones with dif-
ferent targets? 

What about the fact 
that Harper’s government 
slashed plans for a gov-
ernment-funded daycare 
that would have allowed 
countless women to have 
more choices once it was 
time to go back to work? 
The $100/month subsidy 
doesn’t come close to cov-
ering daycare costs, which 
are exuberant.  According 
to a study from the Ca-
nadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives, the average 
cost for daycare in Ottawa 
is over $1,025 per month. 
The average woman living 
in Ottawa pays 26 per cent 
of her income to cover day-
care costs.

So let’s not allow our-
selves to get distracted 
from the larger issues at 
stake. Though I won’t pre-
tend to speak for all Ca-
nadians, I don’t think it’s 
contentious that we ought 
to value a more nuanced, 
inclusive, broad-ranging 
and sensitive conversation 
about women’s rights in 
Canada.

6

reduCing greenhOuse gas 
eMissiOns

MOnuMenT TO iMPerialisM’s 
ViCTiMs OVerdue

LETTERS

Newspapers reported the world needs to reduce its green-
house gas emissions by 40 to 70% by 2050. Without being 
pessimistic, I don’t think the countries of the world can reach 
any serious agreement on this as long as countries like Cana-
da keep destroying our efforts towards this objective.

If they were asked, most Canadians would refuse to jeop-
ardize so seriously the future for the limitless enrichissement 
of a few. But this would be democracy - real democracy - 
something very different from what we have in place now.

Bruno Marquis, Gatineau

While a monument to the estimated 100 million victims 
of “Communism” is a noble undertaking, it is unlikely that 
we will ever see a monument to the victims of modern im-
perialism.  What is commonly referred to as Communism 
is actually various versions of totalitarianism linked with 
government economic control. One of Lenin’s first acts 
in 1917 was to kill all the real communists who espoused 
genuine equality and participatory citizenship.

Between the world wars, Western scholars and corpo-
rate pundits both manufactured and perpetuated the “Red 
Scare” that found its strongest expression in the Cold War 
propaganda that lingered in the public mind and govern-
ment policy.

I propose a monument to victims of those imperial ag-
gressions perpetrated by Britain, France, Germany, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Holland, Belgium, Turkey, Japan, Russia, 
the United States and Israel. The government of each of-
fending nation could contribute financially as a form of 
reparation. Each felt entitled to expand their borders and 
increase their wealth at the expense of those less-skilled in 
military arts, technology and political manipulation.

Morgan Duchesney
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last issue we examined the implications 
of telling our children “no” at every turn, 
emphasizing that they hear variations of the 
term on average 400 times per day. 

so what are the alternatives when 
“no” is ultimately the answer?  

Setting empathic limits, says laura 
markham, author of Peaceful Parents, Happy 
Kids, is a necessary starting point. this can 
be done without saying “no”, and without 
threatening or implementing punishment. 
it involves being compassionate, remaining 
calm, not placing blame, and not taking 
it personally, while setting and enforcing 
reasonable limits. it is not always easy to 
do, and empathy towards oneself is the key 
to achievement. 

recognizing your child’s feelings, 
whether excited or upset, before explaining 
why you disapprove of her behaviour, helps 
with avoiding to say “no” while building and 
reinforcing empathy. it also helps at putting 
names on feelings. the underlying secret is 
to be mindful of not guilt-tripping the baby 
into only doing things that will not make 
mommy, daddy, grammies and others sad.

When possible, try reframing a “no” as 
a “yes.” “Yes, we can play together after 
we wash your hands.”  Sometimes, even 
stating a fact is enough. We learned this 
from another parent at daycare. When faced 
with a child whose mouth was about to be 
covered in ink, the mom calmly stated a 
small fact of life: “markers are for drawing.” 
and it worked. i’m sure it doesn’t always 
work, but it can help keep ourselves in 
check and be a step away from escalation.

this relates to offering choices or 
options for your child, which helps build 
independence, self-confidence and 
competence. our daily struggle to get the 
baby to brush her teeth became a tad easier 
since she has been given the opportunity 
to choose which toothpaste she wants to 
use. in addition, framing a question as “this 
or that?” allows us to dodge a close-ended 
query with an inevitable “no” answer. 

When faced with the revelation that our 
child was sometimes a little brute - hitting, 
pushing and kicking those her size and 
bigger - we tried to show and tell. take their 
hand and make less violent motions while 
saying “gentle”, or their foot and say “quiet 
foot.” or “eat that foot!” a good laugh is 
better than yelling, crying, or saying “no,” 
and releases a great dose of dopamine and 
endorphin, “feel-good” hormones.

Sometimes, however, the emotions that 
kids feel are too big for them to regulate 
or to laugh away. in those cases, markham 
recommends “time-ins”: being fully present 
for your kid during a crisis, telling them 
you will not let them go through this alone, 
even if they don’t want to be hugged at 
that moment. these time-ins can even be 
scheduled so that you can prepare yourself 
emotionally for them.

CULTURE

Before you start 
scattering seeds 
or clearing space 

for a bed of tomatoes in 
your garden, there are 
a few things you should 
know about soil. Soil fer-
tility requires an under-
standing of four factors: 
mineral composition, nu-
trition, biodiversity and 
plant rotation. 

if you have the bud-
get, need very specific 
results, or suspect your 
soil is contaminated i 
recommend bringing a 
soil sample to a lab. the 
more time and money 
you invest in your soil, 

the better you’ll understand it and the more 
you’ll be rewarded. 

that said, i also have some budget-friend-
ly soil testing advice.

mineral composition is the easiest fac-
tor to test. take a clear jar and fill it halfway 
with some soil from your growing space. Pour 
water into the jar until it is full, then shake 
it up really well. let the soil sample sit for 
a few hours and watch as the different soil 
particles arrange themselves by grain size. 
Coarser sand and rocks will rest on the bot-
tom, silt will collect above the sand, clay will 
accumulate above silt, and organic matter 
will collect above the clay. this test shows 
how much sand, silt, and clay are present 
— this is important, because different vege-
tables require different soil and growing con-
ditions. veggies like potatoes, for example, 
require mostly sandy soil. Soil with a lot of 
clay will need a great deal of compost or ma-
nure to make it usable.

Soil nutrition is a bit more difficult to 
measure. generally all plants require nitro-
gen (n), Phosphorus (P), and Potassium (K). 

You can buy simple nPK test kits at most 
hardware or garden stores. they provide an 
inaccurate indication of your nPK levels, but 
for the purpose of a backyard garden it will 
let you know if you need a lot of compost 
or not. to test for micronutrients you’ll need 
a lab test. it is very easy to test pH with a 
garden store test kit, which provides a fairly 
accurate indication of soil acidity. Slightly 
acidic soil is best. if your soil is really acidic, 
add a bit of quicklime. if it is too alkaline, 
add more compost. 

Biodiversity is an underrated aspect of 
soil health. Soil is itself an organism com-
posed of many other living things: plants, 
bacteria, fungi, insects, and small animals. 
You need bacteria to make certain nutrients 
available for plant life. animals and insects 
aerate the soil. Fungi redistribute water and 
soil nutrients. Poor soil biodiversity is very 
evident by looking at it. the presence of 
earthworms and the darkness of the soil will 
tell you how alive, or biodiverse, the soil is. 
in order to encourage soil biodiversity, make 
sure to add enough compost; avoid all in-
secticides, herbicides, and fungicides (which 
are illegal anyways); mulch any bare soil; 
and plant a greater diversity of annuals and 
add perennial herbs and shrubs. 

a final consideration for soil health is 
plant rotation. get to know the different 
plant families (e.g.  Solanaceae, Cucurbita-
ceae, Brassicaceae, etc.). You want to make 
sure that you do not locate plants of the 
same family and nutrient needs in the same 
place for more than one season. tomatoes 
— a nightshade (Solanaceae) that requires 
a lot of nitrogen — should be replaced with 
something like beans (Fabaceae family) 
that help restore nitrogen levels in soil with 
healthy biodiversity. rotation also helps con-
trol the intensity of plant disease. if you get 
a blight on your tomatoes or potatoes, rotate 
your nightshades to another section of the 
garden for a few years.

Welcome to Parenting from Below, the Leveller’s column for parents and their friends 
and allies. the column discusses the various trials and tribulations of social justice 
parenting while aiming to create a dialogue among parents and their supporters on raising 
children with a critical perspective and a radical purpose.

our society is dominated by overconsumption, hypersexism, racism, homophobia, and 
a myriad of other forms of discrimination and oppression. these conditions leave parents 
in a life-consuming struggle. in short, radical parenting has become a necessity. this 
column will look at the why and how of parenting from below, of challenging and defying 
parenting norms, and of sharing and soliciting ideas from radical parents and their allies.

Parenting 
from Below

Just say no… or is there a Better way? Part 2

RESoURCE oF ThE MoNTh
Aha! Parenting Blog. 10 
Secrets Every Parent Needs 
to Know About Saying No. 
www.ahaparenting.com/blog/10_
Secrets_Every_Parent_Needs_
to_know_about_Saying_No

A four part comic by Zig Zag, originally published in Broken Pencil magazine.

By DaDical

Soil HealtH & 
Fertility
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earning the part
hOROSCOPES
xl Petite

ARIES (March 21-April 19)  
I dreamed about you last 
night Aries, and not in a good 
way like last time. This time, 
you were doing the shim 
sham on the back of an enor-
mous lady bug wearing a top 
hat made out of googly eyes!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
I was recently informed that 
chugging a litre of milk be-
fore pounding back beer all 
night is a sure-fire way to 
avoid a hangover. You and 
I are sensible people Tau-
rus, so help me think this 
through. Is the objective to 
induce violent vomiting be-
fore having the opportunity 
to be hungover? Is that really 
a “remedy”?

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
Haikuroscope for you, 
Gemini:
Solar eclipsing
Should not shroud in the 
darkness
Milky beer cocktails

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
It’s times like this Cancer, 
when winter continues to 
linger, that people with win-
ter birthdays refine their con-
tempt for you summer born 
jerks. You all get to celebrate 
birth with your beach hang-
outs, and your short shorts, 
while we winter-born folks 
huddle together for warmth 
like cattle staving off the 
wolves!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
It’s income tax time again 
Leo, and this time, you can 
split your income with your 
spouse! Luckily, this pre-
election manoeuvre will 
have no impact on any of us 
who aren’t already financial-
ly well off, because ‘splitting 
income’ when your family 
income is below, at, or near 
the poverty line makes no 
difference at all. Another self 
interested policy brought to 
you by Tory Inc.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Virgo, by the time we next 
talk, there may be another 
Canadian federal election 
and lots of people are say-
ing it will be another Harper 
government. Some say it’ll 
be minority, as if that is 
considerably better. What 
would it take to get the 21 
million people who hate 
the Conservatives out in the 
streets together the day of 
the election?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Don’t you just hate traffic Li-
bra? Probably not as much as 
these folks: goo.gl/vcpHCl 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)  
Me nah like dem colo-
nial regimes, nah mean?  
goo.gl/oIIhAe 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Hey Saggi, what’s going 
on? I’m pretty good thanks. 
What’s that? Ya, listen, you 
know, I don’t see why I al-
ways have to be the one 
with horoscopes…why 
don’t you tell me my horo-
scope for a change!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) Capricorn, I had you 
in mind when I wrote to 
Cancer above. I think you 
should just switch dates 
with Cancer. Some might 
say that’s unorthodox, but 
those people are probably 
summer-hoarders like Can-
cer and Leo. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
This month one of our 
Aquarius readers brought a 
new little Leveller into the 
world. What better tribute 
to the radical and revolu-
tionary potential of mothers 
than this Lilly Allen classic? 
goo.gl/r2R6Xd 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
This has been an extraordi-
nary past few weeks in the 
cosmos, at least from Earth’s 
perspective. As Saturn leaves 
the domain of Capricorn and 
spring (hopefully) creeps its 
way to our city, it is an inter-
esting time to reflect on the 
struggles of the winter and to 
express gratitude for having 
made it this far.

226 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X1
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

Work in Community

Come by for a visit!

Connect with an exciting network of like-minded social change-makers in a diverse and 
inclusive space. Perfect for nonprofits, freelancers, entrepreneurs and consultants.

Book your next community event or board meeting in one of our many bright beautiful rooms.

Call 613-566-3448 or email info@25onecommunity.ca for a tour of the space! 
Or just drop by! 251 Bank St. 2nd floor (corner of Cooper St.), Ottawa

whIPLASh!
dexter Reid 

“Nieman, you earned 
the part. Alternates, will you 
clean the blood off my drum 
set?” This line perfectly sums 
up Whiplash. From brutal 
to breathtakingly beauti-
ful, 2014 was a wonderful 
year, with a diverse selec-
tion of movies with social 
and cultural relevance. One 
that comes to mind is Selma, 
which told the true story 
that kicked off the largest 
social justice movement in 
history. With the ever-grow-
ing social justice movement, 
this film is as relevant and 
important today as it would 
have been in the years de-
picted. In contrast, Whiplash 
simply told the story of an 
extremely talented young 
jazz drummer and his rela-
tionship with his teacher. 
However, it still managed to 
maintain the same level of 
real-life relevance as the oh-
so-important Selma. 

Whiplash was inspired 
by Buddy Rich, the iconic 
jazz drummer who was 
infamous for treating his 
band horribly. The  grade-A 
insults thrown about in the 
film were inspired by Buddy 
Rich classics such as ““I’m 
up there workin’ my balls off 
tryin’ to do somebody a fa-
vor and you motherf***ers 
are suckin’ all over this joint. 
What kind of trumpet sec-
tion do you call this tonight? 
And saxophones! You gotta 
f***in’ be kiddin’ me!”  The 
film was directed by Damien 
Chazelle and stars J.K. Sim-
mons and Miles Teller.

Chazelle’s first feature 
length film blew people 
away when it was shown for 
the first time at Sundance 
Film Festival, and rightfully 

so. The film’s swift yet chop-
py editing and excellent, fast 
paced music managed to ap-
peal to even the most main-
stream moviegoers, creating 
a near instant modern clas-
sic. It’s possible to talk about 
the film’s technical aspects 
(which were nearly flaw-
less) but it would probably 
be hours before you could 
even begin to touch on 
what makes this movie so 
spectacular. J.K. Simmons, 
who plays a short tempered 
and extremely harsh mu-
sic teacher and conductor 
named Fletcher, and Miles 
Teller, as the young drum-
ming protégé named An-
drew, had some of the best 
on-screen chemistry in any 
movie that has come out 
within the past decade. 

Fletcher would berate 
his students if they were 
so much as out of tune. 
Andrew experienced that 
first hand on multiple oc-
casions. The most notable 
example of this would be 
the “rushing or dragging” 
scene, where Fletcher would 
slap Andrew and ask if his 
strikes were too early or too 
late for the tempo. Simmons 
managed to bring to life one 
of the most terrifying film 
characters ever, despite the 
character being in a film 

about jazz drumming. Sure, 
Fletcher might not have any 
superpowers, or be trying 
to take over the world with 
a doomsday device, but he 
is nonetheless a villain. It 
is for this reason that Sim-
mons earned the Academy 
Award. He created a terrify-
ing character within the dra-
ma genre, something that 
is incredibly difficult to do. 
Teller’s performance should 
not go unnoticed either, as 
you can see his slow mental 
deterioration unfold so bril-
liantly on screen. Not only 
this, but he did most of his 
own drumming for the film, 
which was also awarded a 
sound mixing Oscar.

You may still be wonder-
ing how all this maintains 
the same level of relevance 
as Selma. It is because the 
film tells the story of one 
person, but also the story 
of every person who has 
ever tried to become “one 
of the greats,” as Fletcher 
would say. This story rep-
resents what we do to our-
selves when we push our-
selves too hard, but also 
what we can become when 
we really focus on the thing 
we are passionate about. 
Whiplash shows that we 
can all become “one of the 
greats.”
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Tues Mar 24
UNITED AGAINST RACISM 
WEEK

DAY OF ACTION:  
#redspring2015

TALK: The Inconvenient Truth 
about Harper’s Canada. Octo-
pus Books, 251 Bank St. 7pm.

GIVE HOPE A VOICE: 
Mental Health in Ottawa’s 
Queer and Trans Communities. 
The Aulde Dubliner. 7:30pm.

Wed Mar 25
FUNDRAISER: Work-a-Day/
Hour/Donate Campaign for 
Baby Ètienne. babyetienne.com.

OPIRG CARLETON BURSA-
RIES DUE: opirgcarleton.org 

HEALTH: Rapid Anony-
mous HIV Test. 203 UCU, 
UOttawa. 12pm. Every Wed.

PANEL: Save Door to Door 
Mail Delivery. Rm 2203 Dunton 
Tower, Carleton. 6pm.

TALK: Laverne Cox - Ain’t I A 
Woman? My Journey to Wom-
anhood. Bronson Centre. 7pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly en-
vironmental choir rehearsals. 
Bronson Centre 222. 7pm. Ev-
ery Wed.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Carleton. 
8pm. Every Wed.

Thurs Mar 26
FARMER’S MARKET: Inside 
the main floor of 85 University, 
UCU level 0. 9am-4pm.

QueerED: A post-secondary 
meetup. PTS. 4:30pm.

FILM & TALK: The Hunt-
ing Ground, Sexual Vio-
lence on Campus. FTX 
147, UOttawa. 5pm.

PANEL: Climate Change and 
Canadian Provinces. FSS 4004, 
UOttawa. 6:30pm.

Fri Mar 27
CONFERENCE: Social Research 
in the 21st Century: Challenges 
& Opportunities. Rm 2017 Dun-
ton Tower, Carleton. 8am-4pm.

ART: Responding to Racism 
through Art. Alumni Audito-
rium, UOttawa. 7pm.

FILM: Black Brackets Ottawa: 
Video Works by Kyisha Wil-
liams. Venus Envy. 8pm.

GOODBYE SAM :( Going-
Away-Party for Sam Ponting. 
Café Nostalgica. 8pm.

saT Mar 28
CONFERENCE: Noojimo An-
nish Wenjigdaazod Kitchi-
sippi (NAWK) Healing Rage 
Ottawa. www.nawk.org. Heron 
Rd Community Centre. Sat-Sun.

PROTEST: Idle No More 
Ontario against Bill C-51. 
Parliament Hill. 11am.

FESTIVAL: 18th Annual Ot-
tawa Children & Youth 
Traditional Pow Wow. Raven’s 
Nest, Carleton. Sat-Sun.

BENEFIT: All Nation’s Laughter. 
Odawa Friendship Centre. 7pm.

BENEFIT: 90’s Punk Rock 
Cover Night. Proceeds to Ticket 
Defense Program. Targ. 9pm.

LET’S UNLOCK CHANGE: 
Karaoke Night (for John 
Howard Society). The Great 
Canadian Cabin, 95 York St. 9pm.

sun Mar 29
WORKSHOP: Capoeira An-
gola Workshop with Mes-
tre Colette. Jack Purcell 
Community Centre. 2pm.

MEETING: “March For Life” 
Counter Protest Planning Mtg. 
Jack Purcell Community Cen-
tre. 5pm.

MOn Mar 30
RADIO: Femme Fatale. CKCU 
93.1 FM. 12pm. Every Monday.

TALK: How can CETA and TTIP 
Leverage the Climate Policy 
Agenda? R. Andreas Kraemer. 
608 Robertson, Carleton. 3pm.

RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 
89.1 FM. 4pm. Every Monday.

PROTEST: Tuition Fees are too 
damn high! Rally for the Right 
to Education. Carleton atrium. 
4pm.

OPIRG CARLETON 
C O L L O Q U I U M :  
Surviving and Thriv-
ing in Colonial Canada 
w B Lawrence and Z Amadahy. 
302 Azrieli, Carleton. 6pm.

Tues Mar 31
WALK: for Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women - to Kitigan 
Zibi. gofundme.com/walk4mmi-
wchildren. Mar 30-Apr 5.

All day National Day of Action 
For a New Health Accord

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tues. ckcufm.com.

FILM: 52 Tuesdays. GSA 
Lounge, Carleton. 6pm.

TALK: The Right to be Cold 
with Sheila Watt-Cloutier. Cen-
tretown United Church. 7pm.

WORKSHOP: Intro to 
Indigenous Solidarity 
(IPSMO). Rm 4004 FSS 
Bldg, UOttawa. 7pm.

Wed aPr 1
AUTISM ON THE HILL: 12pm.

OPIRG CARLETON 
AGM & APPRECIATION: 
Rm 2203 Dunton 
Tower, Carleton. 5:30pm.

TALK: Political Capital: How 
does a city of public  servants 
engage in politics? The Hub. 
6pm.

BOOK CLUB: Mornings in Jen-
in by Susan Abulhawa. Octopus 
Centretown, 251 Bank St. 6pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Born to Walk. 
Fox & Feather Pub and Grill. 7pm.

Thurs aPr 2
GLAMOUR: Photoshoot and Pot-
luck. GSRC, Carleton. 11am-6pm.

#MANIF2AVRIL: Manif natio-
nale. Square-Victoria-OACI Mtl. 
1pm.

WEBINAR: Ontario’s Proposed 
Great Lakes Protection Act. 
Canadian Freshwater Alliance. 
3pm.

DEADLINE: nominations for 
OPIRG-Ottawa Board. 5pm.

WORKSHOP: Container Gar-
dening. GSA, Carleton. 6pm.

LET’S UNLOCK CHANGE: Cof-
fee House “Find your Voice for 
John Howard.” Pressed. 7pm.

Fri aPr 3
WINDOWS FROM PRISON: La 
Petite Mort Gallery. Until Apr. 26.

Tues aPr 7
PANEL: Taking it to Court: Refugee 
Health Care & the Law. The Aulde 
Dubliner & Pour House. 5pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Noth-
ing to Lose but Our Fear: 
Resistance in Dangerous 
Times with Fiona Jeffries. Octo-
pus Books Centretown. 7pm.

Wed aPr 8
2015 DAY OF PINK GALA: 501 
St. Patrick St. 6:30pm.

LET’S UNLOCK CHANGE: 
Trivia Night “Get Schooled 
for the John Howard 
Society” Lieutenant’s Pump. 
7pm.

Thurs aPr 9
DISCUSSION: Green Drinks. 
Fox & Feather Pub and Grill. 
5:30pm.

AGM: OPIRG Ottawa. Rm 215 
University Centre, UOttawa. 
6:30pm.

FREE SCREENING: Citizen-
four. Bytowne Cinema. 7pm.

saT aPr 11
Act on Climate March in Qc 
City

WORKSHOP: Container Gar-
dening. West End Well. 2pm.

BENEFIT CONCERT: for 
AIDS Committee of Ot-
tawa. Ash & Bloom. St. Paul 
University. 7pm.

LET’S UNLOCK CHANGE: Car-
nival Night (for John Howard 
Society). City Hall. 7pm.

sun aPr 12
VINYL: Ottawa Community Re-
cord Show. St. Anthony’s Ban-
quet Hall. 11am-4pm.

MOn aPr 13
BOOK LAUNCH: The Big 
Swim: Coming Ashore in a 
World Adrift with C Saxifrage. 
Raw Sugar Cafe. 5:30pm.

Tues aPr 14
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com.

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION:  
Ecology Ottawa. 5:30pm.

saT aPr 18
BOOK LAUNCH: The Best Ca-
nadian Poetry in English, 2014. 
Raw Sugar Cafe. 1pm.

ODAWA ART AUCTION: Oda-
wa Native Friendship Centre. 
5pm.

MOn aPr 20
READ: The Naughty Bits Book 
Club - Nevada by Imogen 
Binnie. Venus Envy. 6:30pm.

Tues aPr 21
OTTAWA ZINE OFF: Pressed, 
750 Gladstone Ave. 7pm.

Wed aPr 22
IPSMO: Celebrating Indigenous 
Women, Girls, Two-Spirits and 
the Defense of Mother Earth. 
Centretown United Church. 6pm.

saT aPr 25
WORKSHOP: Intro and 
Intermediate Gardening. GSA, 
Carleton. 12-5pm.

sun aPr 26
APPRECIATION PARTY: The 
Leveller !! Location: Ask a 
Leveller :) 4pm.

Tues aPr 28
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com.

TALK: Societies of the Ameri-
cas: A Genealogy of the Cur-
rent Geopolitical Tensions in 
the Hemisphere, Gustavo Mo-
rales. A602 Loeb Bldg, Carleton. 
2:30pm.

Thurs aPr 30
PUNK: Bleak Life Fest. Thurs-
Sun.

#MAY1ST2015: Night Dem-
onstration and Big Action to 
Launch the May 1st 2015 Gener-
al Strike. Place Émilie-Gamelin, 
Mtl. 7pm.

Fri MaY 1
CONFERENCE: You Are Here: 
Interdisciplinary Perspec-
tives on Spatial and Temporal 
Change. Loeb, Carleton. 9am-
4:30pm.

MAY DAY OTTAWA: City Hall 
March to PMO. 4pm.

GRAND BLACK-OUT HYDRO 
QC: Turn off your lights. 7pm.

Thurs MaY 7
WORKSHOP: Permaculture 
Design. GSA, Carleton. 6pm.


