
Sam Heaton

he law firm CazaSaikal-
ey served rabble.ca, Ma-
thieu Murphy-Perron, and 
Jarrah Hodge on Sept. 11, 
2014 with a legal threat 
regarding the publication 
of an article on the “Fuck 
Safe Space” t-shirts worn 
by a few Carleton Univer-
sity Orientation leaders in 
early September, according 
to documents obtained by 
the Leveller.

The letter indicates that 
CazaSaikaley was retained 
by the Carleton Univer-
sity Students’ Association 
(CUSA) “on behalf of Al-
exander Golovko and the 
members of the CUSA Ad-
ministration.” It states that 
it “serves as notice of our 
clients’ intention” to com-
mence legal action.”

Golovko was the 2013-
2014 CUSA President, and 
is now an employee of 
Carleton University, work-
ing as Leadership Coordi-
nator in the Student Expe-
rience Office.

Murphy-Perron wrote 
and published the article to 
his blog matness on Sept. 7, 
from which it was later re-
published by rabble.ca and 
by Hodge’s website Gender 
Focus, among others. 

The article, published 
on rabble.ca under the title 
“Carleton ‘F*ck Safe Space’ 
scandal legacy of conser-
vative student union take-
over,” argued that a number 
of political developments at 

Carleton contributed to at-
tacking progressive culture 
on campus and creating a 
situation in which the anti-
safe space sentiments could 
flourish.

In the notice, Katie Black 
of CazaSaikaley claims that 
excerpts from the article are 
“designed to destroy our 
clients’ impeccable reputa-
tion and cause harm to their 
families.” The documents 
also state that “such defam-
atory statements attract sig-
nificant civil damages.”

Black threatens that, in 
addition to civil damages, 
significant general, aggra-
vated, and punitive dam-
ages would be sought. Black 
specifically cites the case of 
Hill v. Scientology in which 
nearly $2 million in total 
damages were awarded to 
the claimant.

Black further states that 
claims made in the article 
“were intentionally de-
signed to scare my clients 
into not participating in 
next year’s electoral race at 
Carleton.” 

CUSA and Golovko de-
mand in the letter that rab-
ble.ca, Murphy-Perron and 
Hodge cease and desist from 
publishing anything further 
comment that reiterates the 
points made in the article, 
that the article and links 
to it are removed from the 
web, and that $300 be paid 
to cover legal fees.

Black said in the letter 
that “unless we hear back 
from you within the next 24 

hours, we have instructions 
to take any and all legal ac-
tion against you to obtain 
significant damages result-
ing from your defamation of 
our clients.” 

At the time of publica-
tion, the Leveller is not aware 
of any legal action initiated 
against rabble.ca, Murphy-
Perron or Hodge. 

In CUSA’s 2014-2015 
budget, adopted at an 
emergency CUSA Council 
meeting on Aug. 6, $39,623 
was listed as actual revenue 
for the previous year under 
the section for legal expen-
ditures.

Alexander Golovko 
and CUSA President Fo-
larin Odunayo could not be 
reached by the Leveller for 
comment.

 

Andy Crosby

At the request of Gatineau 
Mayor Maxime Pedneaud-Jobin, 
around 40 police officers raided an 
Algonquin sacred site on Jacques-
Cartier Road on Sept. 18, arresting 
six people opposing a waterfront 
development project.

Pedneaud-Jobin sought a court 
injunction after Indigenous peo-
ples defending the site, situated 
where the Gatineau and Ottawa riv-
ers intersect, defied a 24-hour warn-
ing to vacate. 

The site is sacred because an 

historical meeting place is located 
where the two rivers meet, Audrey 
Redman of the Dakota First Nation 
told the Leveller. “It represents not 
just the past but the present.”

Two tipis were erected and a sa-
cred fire was lit on Aug. 7 to protect 
the area after city officials attempt-
ed to bulldoze an archaeological 
site which revealed artifacts ranging 
from 3,500 to 6,000 years old.

The area has come under heavy 
construction, making life difficult 
for local residents, who according to 
Redman are predominantly a mix-
ture of Algonquin, Huron, Iroquois, 

and Quebecois. The city has also 
destabilized the homes in the area 
through the use of heavy equipment 
along with cutting down 80 trees, 
she told the Leveller.

The city aims to install a new 
storm sewer as part of a $43 million 
waterfront redevelopment project in 
partnership with the National Capi-
tal Commission (NCC) who has 
contributed $10 million and $6 mil-
lion worth of land.

Although the city maintained 
its position over recent weeks that 
the site was neither substantial nor 
sacred, meetings and negotiations 

were held between the mayor and 
the defenders.

“The city was willing to work 
with us on the issue but refused 
to sign anything or make an an-
nouncement to the media in front 
of the tipis after we asked them 
to do so,” said the chief of off-
reserve Fort Coulonge Algonquins 
Roger Fleury.

By mid-September the city quick-
ly escalated its tactics, culminating 
in the forcible removal and arrest of 
those at the site.
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 “It’s an 
invasion,” 
confirmed 
Redman. “They 
can call us 
squatters and 
occupiers but 
who are the ones 
occupying what 
is not theirs?”

“Black further states 

that claims made 

in the article ‘were 

intentionally designed 

to scare my clients 

into not participating 

in next year’s electoral 

race at Carleton.’”

Avec 

Les Sans-Culottes
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office, 
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at  

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

facebook  The Leveller: Campus • Community • Culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

LeveL
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. Community-based media needs 
community-funded support. Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 

Contact  for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.
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“They’re shaming Gatin-
eau,” Fleury told the Leveller. 
“This is unceded land and 
they are destroying every-
thing in their path.”

“They don’t want an ar-
chaeological site and they 
don’t want First Nations 
here,” he said.

Pedneaud-Jobin attempt-
ed to bypass consultation 
with those protecting the 
sacred site by telling the 
media he had received ap-
proval from Kitigan Zibi, 
an Algonquin community 
134 kilometres north of Ot-
tawa. The city’s lawyers told 
the same story to the judge 

who granted the injunction, 
which factored in the deci-
sion to grant the eviction 
order, according to APTN 
National News.

However, despite Pedne-
aud-Jobin’s claims that the 
Kitigan Zibi band council 
had passed a resolution on 
Sept. 5 stating their support, 
Chief Gilbert Whiteduck 
told APTN that they had no 
formal agreement with the 
city of Gatineau.

After evicting the camp, 
police set up chain fences 
around the sacred site which 
is now being monitored by 
police, private security, and 
surveillance cameras.

“It’s an invasion,” con-

firmed Redman. “They can 
call us squatters and occupi-
ers but who are the ones oc-
cupying what is not theirs?”

“We are on unceded land 
and there is no agreement 
for what’s to take place,” 
Redman told the Leveller. 
“Under treaty, this land is 
protected by the Crown 
from encroachment.”

“Why is it that we are not 
able to come to a resolution 
on this?” she asked. “They 
are not able to build trust 
with violence.”

Redman supports build-
ing a good economy in the 
area but one that keeps the 
land in its natural state and 
consults with local residents. 

She’d also like to see a First 
Peoples education or inter-
pretation centre that shows 
the history of the area.

According to Fleury, 
there are potential legal im-
plications for the parties in-
volved, including the NCC, 
if the city goes ahead and 
systematically destroys the 
artifacts.

Before the raid, the NCC 
had failed to send a repre-
sentative to the site. This  
prompted Fleury to ask, “Are 
they financing the genocide 
of our archaeological objects?

At the time of printing, 
Fleury remained behind 
bars having refused to sign 
his release conditions.

SaCred Site 
Continued from page 1
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Andy Crosby

Carleton University is stockpiling 
large amounts of cash reserves amidst 
inaccurate budgeting, according to a 
presentation prepared for the Cam-
pus United Research Group (CURG) 
on Sept. 17.

The presentation, called Red or 
Black? Understanding Carleton’s Financ-
es, was held to inform members of the 
Carleton community how the school 
organizes its revenue and expenditures.

“Carleton’s financial capital has 
grown where more human capital 
could have been created among stu-
dents, employers, the community, and 
the citizens of Ontario,” said geogra-
phy and environmental studies Profes-
sor Matthew Kurtz.

In 2013, Carleton had a revenue 
surplus of $51.5 million. The bulk of 
Carleton’s annual revenue comes from 
tuition fees — almost $220 million 
per year. The university also receives 
close to $163.5 million in government 
grants as well as almost $54 million in 
research grants each year.

Tuition fees represent 43 per cent of 
total revenues, up from 32 per cent in 
2009. Government grants as a percent-
age of total revenues have decreased 
from 7.5 per cent of total revenue from 
2005-2008 to 2.7 per cent in 2009-
2013. Research grants are down as well, 
from 15.2 per cent in 2006 to 10.5 per 
cent of total revenues in 2013.

The numbers differ little from oth-
er Ontario universities, according to 
Kurtz, but overall profits from tuition 

“have increased substantially,” as a 
result of increased enrollment and tu-
ition hikes.

“Carleton has capped out,” accord-
ing to Tyler Chamberlin, assistant pro-
fessor at the University of Ottawa’s 
Telfer School of Management, “and 
taken every [tuition] increase it possi-
bly could.”

The university’s balance sheet and 
income statement reveal not only this 
overall trend of rising tuition revenue 
alongside decreased government and 
research grants, but that this trend has 
accelerated since 2008-2009, when a 
new administration at Carleton led by 
President Roseann Runte took over.

Carleton’s spending priorities have 
also shifted under Runte’s administra-
tion. The rate of growth of scholarships 
and bursaries has slowed from 9.5 per 
cent in 2005-2008 to 6.0 per cent in 
2009-2013. Scholarships and bursaries 
represent 8 per cent of the university’s 
total expenditures. 

Similarly, the rate of growth of 
salaries and benefits have also slowed 
from 6.4 per cent in 2005-2008 to 3.8 
per cent in 2009-2013. Salaries and 
benefits represent 51 per cent of total 
expenses.

With over 2,200 employees, Car-
leton’s rate of growth regarding expen-
ditures has been flat over the last five 
years, according to Kurtz. 

“There are more students and class-
es offered, but the number of employ-
ees remains stagnant,” he said. “Rev-
enue is increasing at a faster rate than 
expenses are going.”

This phenomenon prompted the 
researchers to look deeper into where 
the annual surpluses are allocated. 
They discovered that the university is 
amassing large amounts of cash with 
reserves in excess of $253 million in 
2013, up from $117 million in 2009. 
Carleton has the largest cash-to-asset 
ratio amongst Ontario universities at 
almost 25 per cent.

Many in the audience asked why 
Carleton insists on maximum tuition 
hikes each year, including exorbitant 
rates for international students, while 
also consistently being a penny-
pincher at the bargaining table with 
its employees.

Carleton telling workers that sala-
ries are eating up most of the budget is 
a weak argument, according to Cham-
berlin. With cumulative surpluses of 
almost $150 million over five years, it’s 
not clear what the benefit is.

“Much of this has been achieved 
under what has been described as 
an ‘era of austerity’,” according to 
Chamberlin.

The CURG presentation also took 
aim at Carleton’s budgeting.

“Carleton does not provide ac-
curate budgets,” stated Chamberlin. 
“They are consistently underestimat-
ing both revenues and expenditures 
by wide margins.”

On average, revenues and expenses 
are 47 per cent and 38 per cent higher 
than budgeted. 

“[The budget] is not a useful doc-
ument if it’s that inaccurate,” said 
Chamberlin.

A report released by the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives predicts tuition in Ontario will rise 13 per 
cent over the next four years. The report predicts that by 
2017/ 2018 the average cost of tuition in Ontario for do-
mestic students will be approximately $9,483. 

The study looks at Ontario’s legal limitations for raising 
tuition. There is a current three per cent cap for undergradu-
ate degrees, and a five per cent cap for graduate and profes-
sional degrees. 

In response to this study, the Canadian Federation 
of Students released statements and had its representa-
tives appear on numerous news programs reaffirming its 
stance against tuition increases in Ontario and Canada.

First Nations people, their allies, and defenders of Pales-
tinian human rights staged a protest at the opening of Win-
nipeg’s Canadian Museum for Human Rights on Sept. 19. 

The museum was the brainchild of the late Izzy Asper, 
owner of Canadian media giant Canwest and major sup-
porter of Israel, a country frequently criticized interna-
tionally for war crimes and human rights violations.

Protesters expressed their indignation that, despite its 
name, the museum does not acknowledge the state-sanc-
tioned genocide against Canada’s Indigenous population. 

Demonstrators waving Palestinian national flags also 
decried the omission of the human rights of Palestinians 
from the museum exhibits.

The Ottawa-based First Nations electronic music 
group A Tribe Called Red cancelled their scheduled per-
formance at the museum, saying via a statement on their 
website that the museum misrepresented and down-
played the genocide of Indigenous people in Canada.

The Shoal Lake 40 First Nation has declared it will 
launch a Museum of Canadian Human Rights Violations 
on its territory. 

“At the settlers’ end of the water pipe there’s econom-
ic prosperity, clean drinking water and a $350 million 
building that advertises ‘healing’ and brags about what a 
wonderful country Canada is. At our end of the pipe we 
have 17 years of boil-water orders, no job opportunities 
and we are forced to risk our lives for basic necessities. 
It is important that the world have the opportunity to 
see that huge Canadian contradiction,” Roxanne Green, a 
former councillor and Violations Museum organizer, said 
in a Shoal Lake 40 press release.

The Ontario Network of Injured Workers’ Groups 
(ONIWIG) has launched a loonie and toonie campaign 
to build their newly established Legal Defense Fund.

ONIWIG is building the fund to take collective legal 
action to challenge violations of injured workers’ rights 
by employers, governments, and Workplace Safety Insur-
ance Board (WSIB).

As part of the campaign injured workers and their al-
lies at Labour Day events across Ontario sold copies of 
the September 2014 issue of the newspaper of the On-
tario injured workers, Justice for Injured Workers. 

Injured workers’ organizations say that the WSIB has 
worked to undermine workers’ compensation in Ontario 
via claim denials, cuts to benefits, surveillance of injured 
workers, and freezing employer contribution premiums.

To find out how to support Ontario injured workers’ 
in their fight, visit www.injuredworkersonline.org/Orga-
nizations/oniwg.html
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Sam Heaton

The Carleton Univer-
sity Students’ Association 
(CUSA) set its spending 
priorities at an Aug. 6 emer-
gency council meeting, in-
cluding a $5,143 cut to the 
student-run Aboriginal Ser-
vice Centre (ASC).

The ASC is the only one 
of 10 CUSA Service Centres 
facing significant cuts in the 
more than $2 million budget.

CUSA President Folarin 
Odunayo told the Charlatan 
that CUSA “would rather 
not duplicate” services pro-
vided by the Centre for Ab-
original Culture and Educa-
tion (CACE), a body within 
Carleton Equity Services that 
supports Aboriginal students, 
faculty, and staff through pro-
grams and services.

Shady Hafez, the ASC 
2013-2014 administrative co-
ordinator, told the Charlatan 
that the CUSA Service Cen-
tre provides services distinct 
from CACE.

“If they’re trying to show 
Aboriginal students ‘we don’t 
care’ they’re doing a great job 
if it… They have been for 
quite a while,” he added. 

FulFilling needs in 
the Community

Pitseolak Pfeifer, ASC pro-
gramming coordinator for 
2012-2013, echoed Hafez’s 
sentiments. He told the Level-
ler that the over $5,000 cut is 
part of “a disturbing trend...
because the two years that I 
was employed [at the ASC] 
I had to convince CUSA for 
the need for a bigger bud-
get.” 

Pfeifer said CUSA was 
supportive of his budget 
framework in 2012, which 
he based on consultations 
with students. One of these 
proposals forwarded in the 
budget was for a dedicated 
Aboriginal Week fund. 

The second year, however, 
was more of a challenge. 

“I was attempting to 
maintain the level of funding 

that we were able to secure 
based on… the funds that 
we had expended fully, [and] 
the increased need that I had 
demonstrated.”

The ASC budget was 
already cut by more than 
$6,000 in the 2013-2014 
budget proposed by Odun-
ayo, who was then CUSA’s 
vice president of finance. 

“So when I heard that 
[the budget] was cut by 
$5,000 this year, and one 
position was cut, I was even 
more disturbed,” said Pfeifer, 
who left the position in 2013 
for medical reasons.

With the cut in one posi-
tion, the Centre will operate 
with one staffer rather than 
two, which is the case in 
most CUSA Service Centres.  

The 2014-2015 adopted 
budget for the ASC stands at 
$27,115. Other centres, such 
as the Bill Ellis Centre for Ma-
ture and Part-Time Students, 
the International Students’ 
Centre, Womyn’s Centre, 
and the Gender and Sexual-
ity Resource Centre, had over 
$50,000 allocated to each.

Service Centres also have 
access to special programming 
funds within the budgets of 
the CUSA executives for spe-
cific initiatives and events.

Programming proposals 
were based on recognition 
of necessity. “Aboriginal stu-
dents’ needs are more en-
compassing,” said Pfeifer. 

“There is a community 
that has unique needs based 
on cultural importance. That 
includes trying to address 
some of the more significant 
societal issues that Aboriginal 
people face within Canada.”

Pfeifer said this would 
include events and activities 
around Aboriginal Aware-
ness Week requiring greater 
resources. “We wanted events 
that were on par with the im-
portance that CUSA places 
on Black History Month.”

Events, he said, that re-
quire a higher level of vis-
ibility and funding commit-
ment, such as bringing in 

figures who not only speak 
to Aboriginal issues, but to 
creating a better country. 

“We want to be able to 
stay connected to the Ab-
original community.” Pfeifer 
pointed to programs such 
as healing retreats, working 
with community Elders, and 
direct support for Aboriginal 
students as requiring money 
that was not easily available.

“These are our unique 
needs, and you can’t do that 
with the understanding that 
CUSA has right now.”

“speCial interest group”

Pfeifer said CUSA execu-
tives denied the use of sev-
eral hundred dollars from 
the budget to purchase some 
toys and activities for chil-
dren of ASC users. 

“A lot of Aboriginal stu-
dents are single moms, are 
mature people coming back 
to school who have fami-
lies, who don’t fit that box of 
18-year-olds just coming out 
of high school.”

Pfeifer said their rationale 
for denying the expense was 
that it should be paid for by 
the university or CACE.

It was frustrating, said 
Pfeifer, “because that kind of 
purchase spoke to what our 

real needs are, and it would 
have been a representation 
of how CUSA understands 
Aboriginal student needs.” 

According to the min-
utes of the Aug. 6 emergency 
meeting of CUSA Coun-
cil, CUSA VP Finance Reda 
Zarrug replied to a question 
about the activities of the 
ASC, saying that there was a 
problem with an employee 
and that they directed stu-
dents to Ojigkwanong for 
“movie nights, art fairs, and 
other support.”

CUSA executives also said 
at the meeting that they in-
tend to add a new staff posi-
tion at the Health and Well-
ness Centre, established in 
2013.

Pfeifer said that CACE has 
limited resources and have 
identified their priorities on 
campus. “There has always 
been an expectation that 
the [Carleton] administra-
tion can do this much, and 
Aboriginal students should 
be able to do something as 
well to contribute. When we 
have a lack of understand-
ing that holds CUSA funds 
in such a way that doesn’t 
allow Aboriginal students 
to meet their own unique 
needs, then it becomes quite 

disheartening.”
“It’s almost as if CUSA 

views the Aboriginal student 
population as a special inter-
est group. 

Budget priorities

Odunayo told the Charla-
tan that there is no projected 
deficit in the 2014-2015 bud-
get and the budget docu-
ments submitted to CUSA 
Council are revenue-neutral. 

However, the projected 
2014-2015 loss for Oli-
ver’s Pub is $29,123, while 
last year’s actual loss was 
$131,805. At the same time, 
CUSA paid $212,000 to the 
Carleton University operat-
ing budget to be used for 
scholarships.

The budget also allocates 
$225,000 in revenue from 
the retirement of the build-
ing fund, savings for the pur-
pose of investing in a future 
student building.

While Aboriginal services 
already receive $25,000 less 
than other Service Centres, 
CUSA is spending $25,000 
on a new program called 
Hatch to assist students in 
starting businesses. 

The other half of the 
$50,000 cost for Hatch 
comes in the form of a pri-

CAMPUS
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Graduate students go back to the polls

Second year of deep cuts highlights budget priorities

Francella Fiallos

Graduate students at Car-
leton are going to the polls 
on Sept. 23-24 to vote on 
a referendum question re-
garding the cancellation of 
University Centre fees which 
have long been a subject of 
tension between the two stu-
dent unions on campus. 

Graduate students will 
be asked if they support 
cancelling the $25 Uni-
versity Centre levy and in-
creasing the operating levy 
of the Graduate Students’ 
Association (GSA) by $25 
per term, pro-rated for 
part-time students and in-
dexed for inflation. 

“From campaigning on 
the ground, it seems peo-
ple are being responsive,” 
said GSA President Chris-
tina Muehlberger. 

“It’s not that we’re ask-

ing for more money...I actu-
ally haven’t talked to anyone 
who has said [the referen-
dum] doesn’t make sense.”

Currently, the Univer-
sity Centre levy gets col-
lected by the administra-
tion, like all levies, as part 
of tuition. 

Most of the University 
Centre funds used to be 
distributed by the Carleton 
University Students’ Asso-
ciation (CUSA). 

However, the GSA 
claimed in 2004 that 
CUSA did not make ser-
vices accessible to gradu-
ate students and purged 
materials created by the 
Canadian Federation of 
Students bearing the GSA 
logo, among other things.

“[CUSA didn’t] adver-
tise that there are graduate 
services. We’ve had grad 
students say that they have 

been turned away from 
events,” Muehlberger said.

One of the most pub-
licized infractions of the 
GSA-CUSA agreement was 
the 2012 termination of the 
health-plan which led to a 
lawsuit initiated by the GSA. 

Since these services were 
not met or only partially 
met, the GSA decided not 
to renew the fee agreement 
with CUSA in 2013. This 
prompted then-president 
Alexander Golovko to file a 
lawsuit, despite having said 
CUSA was not pursuing le-
gal action.

“We had to work out a 
way to pay CUSA in part...
the administration has not 
been responsive and has 
been favourable to CUSA,” 
said Muehlberger.

The administration also 
decided to withhold funds 
owed to the GSA if the grad-

uate association did not pay 
CUSA immediately.

“They pushed us into 
a corner where we had to 
negotiate a plan under du-
ress,” she added. “It was 
extremely disappointing, 
they put us in a financially 

precarious situation.”
Attempts were made by 

the Leveller to contact CUSA 
president Folarin Odunayo 

but he could not be reached 
for comment.

After failed attempts at 
mediation, the GSA held a 
referendum in March 2014 
asking students if they 
would like to entrust the 
GSA with administering 

the University Centre fees. 
Around 90 per cent of stu-
dents voted in favour.

Regardless, the admin-

istration has not respected 
the mandate given by the 
GSA membership. Muehl-
berger said this is the driv-
ing force behind the up-
coming referendum.

“We know that CUSA 
doesn’t follow agreements 
we sign and they put us in a 
position where the referen-
dum is the answer.”

However, the GSA presi-
dent admits that the admin-
istration may bypass the 
referendum results again if 
graduate students vote to 
eliminate the fee. 

“We know that they 
won’t respect the mandate 
right away,” she said, dis-
cussing the significance of 
establishing a strong argu-
ment if the issue goes be-
fore the Carleton University 
Board of Governors. “Any-
thing that helps build the 
case is so important.”

Photo: Sam Heaton

The Aboriginal Service Centre at 316A University Centre  Photo: Sam Heaton

“Pfeifer 
said CUSA 
executives 
denied the 
use of several 
hundred 
dollars from 
the budget 
to purchase 
some toys and 
activities for 
children of 
ASC users.” 

vate donation from Tony 
Bailetti, a professor at the 
Sprott School of Business at 
Carleton. The program will 
be operated out of 1125 @ 
Carleton, a “living lab” on 
the fourth and fifth floors of 
the Human Computer Inter-
action Building. 

Pfeifer said one proposal 
he made to CUSA executives 
was to allow the Aboriginal 
Service Centre to partner 
with and operate out of Ojig-
kwanong, located at 228 Pat-
terson Hall. 

“It was very difficult to get 
Aboriginal students to go visit 
the Aboriginal Service Centre 
because of its location.”

Ojigkwanong is frequent-
ed by many Aboriginal stu-
dents, while the current ASC 
space, located inside the REC 
Hall at 316 University Cen-
tre, was described by Pfeifer 
as small and unwelcoming 
to the community. 

Pfeifer said CUSA execu-
tives were “disinterested in 
that approach. They had 
wanted the ASC as visible, 
physical evidence of CUSA’s 
supposed commitment.” 

CUSA President Folar-
in Odunayo could not be 
reached by the Leveller for 
comment. 
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one wheeL, one goAL
Unicycling for climate justice
Andy Crosby

Tens of thousands con-
verged in New York City in 
the days leading up to the 
United Nations Climate 
Summit on Sept. 23 to de-
mand immediate action on 
climate change.

A number of key events 
took place including a 
Peoples’ Climate March, a 
Flood Wall Street event to 
“shut down climate profi-
teers,” a Frack Off event 
featuring Indigenous wom-
en leading media cam-
paigns, as well as a uni-
cyclist from Victoria, B.C. 
travelling 5,000 kilometres 
to Ottawa before heading 
over to New York.

Joseph Boutilier rode 
on one wheel for over 
five months to “call atten-
tion to the climate crisis, 
demonstrate the political 
willpower for action, and 
encourage our elected lead-
ers to work across partisan 
lines to address this and re-
lated environmental emer-
gencies,” he told the Level-
ler via e-mail.

“The ride was fantastic,” 

he said. “People were so 
good to me and I really got 
to see first-hand the broad 
groundswell of support 
there is for climate action 
in Canada.

Boutilier arrived in Ot-
tawa on Sept. 15 just as 
parliament re-opened for 
the Fall session.

“Since arriving in Otta-
wa I’ve had a press confer-
ence with MPs from three 
of our four major parties, 
attended two climate ral-
lies, done a number of 
interviews and classroom 
presentations and am now 
preparing to join hun-
dreds of Canadians for the 
People’s Climate March in 
N.Y.C.,” said Boutilier. “It’s 
expected to be the biggest 
climate protest in the his-
tory of the movement and I 
couldn’t be more excited.”

Given that Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper is snub-
bing the Climate Summit 
altogether, it’s not difficult 
to guess which one of Cana-
da’s political parties refused 
to meet with Boutilier.

“Canada has become 
a climate criminal, from 

the muzzling of scientists 
to the slashing of environ-
mental protections and 
rubber-stamping of fossil 
fuel infrastructure,” said 
Andrea Harden-Donahue, 
a Council of Canadians’ 
Energy and Climate Jus-
tice Campaigner, in a press 
release. “That’s why it’s 
so important for Canadi-
ans to be present at this 
march. We care, and we 
demand action, for people 
and the planet.”

The Alberta tar sands is 
the largest contributor and 
fastest growing source of 
greenhouse gas emissions 
in Canada, according to 
many environmental orga-
nizations.

Between 100,000-
200,000 people are expected 
to attend the Peoples’ Cli-
mate March, which has also 
drawn criticism from across 
the political spectrum.

Beyond the expected 
opposition from climate 
change deniers and oppo-
nents of sustainable energy, 
a number of  environmen-
talists have come forward 
with concerns in the lead 

up to the march.
“No target, no demands, 

no timing, no unity, no 
history and no integrity 
amounts to one thing: No 
politics,” said columnist 
Quincy Saul. “The biggest 
climate march in history 
will amount to something 
less than Al Gore.”

The crux of Saul’s argu-
ment revolves around the 
march being sanctioned and 
facilitated by police, having 
an aimless route around 
Times Square, and transpir-
ing days before world lead-

ers meet at the UN.
The following day, activ-

ists also organized a “Flood 
Wall Street” event, a sit-in 
outside the New York Stock 
Exchange described as a 
“mass action to shut down 
climate profiteers.”

Despite the inevitable 
issues that arise surround-
ing a mega-event organized 
by large environmental or-
ganizations, hundreds of 
Canadians made the trek 
with optimism, including 
Boutilier.

He returns to Ottawa to 

participate in ClimateFast 
which begins on Sept. 28 
on Parliament Hill.

“ClimateFast is an an-
nual four-day fast and vigil 
for climate action, and a 
series of related workshops 
and events,” he said.

For Boutilier, the last 
few weeks have been an in-
credible experience.

“It still hasn’t totally 
sunken in yet that I’m 
done,” he said. “Perhaps 
because the end of the ride 
is really just the beginning 
of the journey.”

Photo: Patrick Wade
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Adam kostrich

The so-called discovery of a ship from Sir 
John Franklin’s lost expedition made many 
headlines this month. The Harper govern-
ment’s celebration of the ostensible find 
seems two-faced given the government’s pres-
ent relationship with Canada’s archaeologists.  

In 2012, the Harper government spent over 
$50 million convincing Canadians of its com-
mitment to preserving and honouring Cana-
da’s past — $25 million to change the name 
and mission of the Museum of Civilization 
(now the Canadian Museum of History) and 
$28 million to celebrate the War of 1812. 

But that same year’s federal budget was 
a catastrophe for Canada’s archivists, librar-
ians, and archaeologists. 

Since 2012, Parks Canada — the organiza-
tion whose mandate it is to preserve and foster 
engagement with Canada’s cultural heritage 
— has seen its funding cut by $29 million an-
nually. 638 of its staff, including 80 per cent of 
its archaeologists, lost their jobs in 2012-13. In 
many cases, staffs of six, eight, or a dozen ar-
chaeologists have been reduced to just one. A 
single archaeologist is now responsible for con-
ducting and overseeing work in the 120,000 
squared kilometers of Canada’s arctic.

The cuts also saw Parks Canada’s Histori-
cal Research Branch, which reviews sites’ eli-
gibility for historic designation, have all three 
of its positions relating to Indigenous culture, 
history, and archaeological sites unceremoni-
ously slashed. 

The budget cuts also revoked $1.7 mil-
lion in annual funding for Canada’s National 
Archival Development Program. This money 
was used primarily to preserve and/or digitize 
historically significant maps, photographs, 
diaries, and oral histories of communities 
which are fast vanishing, including Inuit el-
ders and Holocaust survivors. It was a boon 
for Indigenous history in Canada.  

The combined effects of these changes 
were so drastic that the American Archaeo-
logical Association wrote an open letter to 
Prime Minister Harper on May 23, 2012 con-
demning the cuts as “a de facto shutdown of 
Parks Canada archaeology” and said that, 
“Given the number of… positions proposed 
for elimination it is difficult to see how Parks 
Canada can accomplish its mission to both 
educate the public and protect the nation’s 
archaeological and cultural record.”

It is not as if this is a good time to cut Parks 
Canada’s funding, either. A report published 
last December showed that 53 per cent of its 
heritage sites are in “very poor condition,” 
requiring several billion dollars of repairs, 
and, for the first time in several years, Parks 
Canada saw tourism revenue and attendance 
increase in 2013.  

Another casualty of this federal defund-
ing is the Historical Thinking Project (HTP). 
Launched in 2006 by members of the Univer-
sity of British Columbia’s Centre for Histori-
cal Consciousness, the HTP sought to change 
the way Canadian history is taught between 
grades K-12. Fostering historical literacy, criti-
cal thinking, and a desire to experiment with 
new methods of teaching and learning about 
our past, the HTP was instrumental in chang-
ing history curricula in Ontario and B.C. last 
year and delivering new, improved teaching 
materials to classrooms across the country. 

But the project is now defunct. Since 2008 
it had been bankrolled by the Department 
of Canadian Heritage’s Canadian Studies 
Fund. Last year, that fund changed its name 
and mandate. It is now the Canada History 
Fund, and rewards “projects that commemo-
rate key milestones and celebrate people who 
have shaped our nation as we know it today,” 
with an eye towards the nation’s 150th birth-
day in 2017. Presumably the HTP does not 
meet these standards, pushing students as it 
does to “understand the ethical dimension of 
historical interpretations.”

Of course, the Franklin expedition is a 
worthy site of investigation for this govern-
ment. Five years ago Harper’s minority gov-
ernment led a unanimous vote to rename the 
Northwest Passage the “Canadian Northwest 
Passage.” In a statement to the CBC after the 
ship was revealed, Harper said that “Frank-

lin’s ships are an important part of Canadian 
history, given that his expeditions, which 
took place nearly 200 years ago, laid the 
foundations of Canada’s arctic sovereignty.” 

In this context, sovereignty does not mean 
a positive relationship with the people who 
have known and lived on that land for hun-
dreds of years. Despite the fact that Inuit oral 
histories had pinpointed the location of the 
ship generations ago, the ship’s discovery by 
a settler institution is considered a discovery 
(much like Franklin’s alleged discovery of the 
passage itself, or the “discovery” of the Amer-
icas in the fifteenth century). 

Inhabitants of Canada’s arctic territories 
are still trapped in this discursive power re-
lationship. Last year saw the renewal of a 
five-year, $100 million to map the arctic for 
mineral extraction. The first phase of the plan 
produced over 700 maps, and the next phase 
intends to completely map Canada’s arctic by 
2020, providing over $500 million in poten-
tial mineral and oil extraction revenue.

As we approach 2017 and the nation’s 
150th birthday, the Harper government plans 
to spend $83 million over the next six years 
commemorating Canada’s role in the two 
world wars of the last century. These commit-
ments are not only fiscally irresponsible — 
that money could, perhaps should, either be 
rerouted towards funding the projects axed by 
the government over the last two years or at 
the very least be used to buttress the nation’s 
horrendously poor veterans aid programs — 
but socially irresponsible, too. Such a focus 
on the military achievements of Canada’s set-
tler population effectively whitewashes our 
sense of national identity and perpetuates 
the treatment of our land and its Indigenous 
peoples as resources to be exploited. 

George Orwell warned us in Nineteen 
Eighty-Four that “He who controls the past 
controls the future, and he who controls 
the present controls the past.” The Harper 
government has made a clear bid to refocus 
Canadians’ historical consciousness for this 
very purpose. But here as elsewhere -- the 
muzzling of climate scientists, legalizing the 
destruction and poisoning of crucial ecosys-
tems, and systematically brutal treatment of 
its Indigenous population -- this government 
is drawing the ire of its citizens. It is, perhaps, 
treading on thin ice. 

MASking The PAST
The Franklin Expedition and the Harper Government’s 
assault on the past

The Canadian Federation of Students is your provincial and 
national students’ union uniting more than 300,000 students in 

Ontario and 600,000 students across Canada. 

For more information or to get involved, e-mail 
campaigns@cfsontario.ca

Get 
consenT.

Most sexual assaults are committed by 
friends, sexual partners or acquaintances.
Discuss and respect each person’s needs 
and wants before, during and after all 
sexual activity. 
Help put an end to rape and sexual 
violence. 
Get consent every time, all the time. 

“In this context, 
sovereignty 
does not mean 
a positive 
relationship with 
the people who 
have known and 
lived on that 
land for hundreds 
of years.”
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Fausse paix à Gaza
La logique de l’asservissement

Les Sans-culottes étaient les 
révolutionnaires radicaux pendant la 
Révolution française (vers 1789). Leur 
nom émanait des pantalons qu’ils 
portaient au lieu de la culotte courte et des 
bas, portés par les nobles et les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en 
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.

Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-nous à diversifier notre 
contenu!

Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de 
textes en français, contactez-nous!

LE  éTEND SES 
BRANCHES!

Christian nadeau

Depuis deux semaines, 
Gaza disparaît peu à peu 
de nos écrans radars média-
tiques. Pourtant, l’offensive 
israélienne a plongé la 
bande côtière dans la déso-
lation. En 2006, Dov Weis-
glass, principal conseiller 
d’Ariel Sharon, expliquait 
sans fard la politique du 
gouvernement israélien. 
Il s’agissait selon lui de « 
mettre les Palestiniens à 
la diète, mais pas de les 
faire mourir de faim ». La 
même tactique se poursuit 
aujourd’hui. Voilà pourquoi 
nous ne pouvons pas baisser 
les bras et devons continuer 
nos efforts pour venir en 
aide au peuple palestinien.

Le 26 août dernier, après 
une longue négociation 
menée par Le Caire, Israël et 
les Palestiniens déclaraient 
un « cessez-le-feu », met-
tant un terme à l’opération 
Bordure protectrice, l’une 
des nombreuses offensives 
militaires d’Israël contre 
le Hamas et la population 
palestinienne. Résultat: 
2140 morts et 11 000 bles-
sés parmi les Gazaouis, en 
très grande majorité des 
civils. En outre, le Bureau 
de coordination des affaires 
humanitaires de l’ONU es-
time à 475 000 le nombre 
Gazaouis déplacés et près 
de 55 000 maisons détruites 
ou touchées par les frappes 
israéliennes.

Aux dernières nouvelles, 
le blocus n’a en rien été al-
légé et le passage des fron-
tières demeure toujours 
aussi difficilement acces-

sible. De plus, Israël vient 
d’annoncer la construction 
de 283 logements dans 
une colonie de Cisjordanie. 
La guerre aurait coûté à Is-
raël pas moins de 2,5 mil-
liards de dollars. Dans ces 
conditions, l’annonce par 
le gouvernement israélien 
d’importantes mesures 
d’austérité – lesquelles 
n’affecteront cependant pas 
le ministère de la Défense – 
n’a rien d’étonnant.

Une stratégie de domination

Avant la guerre, le gou-
vernement israélien a tout 
fait pour empêcher le rap-
prochement entre le Hamas 
et le Fatah, une réconcilia-
tion, qui, paradoxalement, 
n’aurait pas été possible sans 
l’obstination de Benyamin 
Netanyahou, premier min-
istre d’Israël, à poursuivre la 
colonisation en Cisjordanie. 
Pourtant, nous aurions tort 
d’y lire une erreur de straté-
gie. En réalité, Netanyahou 
ne cherche pas la paix, et la 
question de la sécurité des 
populations civiles d’Israël 
semble marginale. Ce qui 
compte par-dessus tout 
est le maintien au pouvoir 
de ceux qui permettent au 
conflit de se prolonger. En 
effet, Netanyahou, et toute 
la droite et l’extrême droite 
israélienne avec lui, a grand 
besoin pour gouverner sans 
entraves d’une culture natio-
nale de l’adversité.

Il aurait tout à fait été 
possible pour Netanyahou 
de favoriser la mise sous 
tutelle du Hamas par le 
Fatah, lequel est d’ailleurs 
pour ainsi dire à la botte 

du gouvernement israélien. 
Mais cela aurait eu pour 
conséquence immédiate de 
bonifier l’économie palesti-
nienne, ce qui n’est pas dans 
l’intérêt des faucons d’Israël.

En dehors des fanfaron-
nades du Hamas qui gonfle 
le torse en sachant très bien 
qu’il n’a rien gagné sinon sa 
propre survie, le peuple de 
Gaza est le grand perdant 
de cette guerre. Le blocus 
est pour l’essentiel main-
tenu, et Israël continuera 
d’empêcher tout développe-
ment économique de la 

bande côtière qui ne serait 
pas conforme à ses intérêts.

Certains ont voulu voir 
dans l’opération Bordure 
protectrice un assaut final 
permettant la réoccupation 
de la bande de Gaza. Il est 
permis d’en douter. Certes, 
la droite et l’extrême droite 
israélienne ne souhaitent 
pas la paix. Mais si l’extrême 
droite se conforte dans le 
rêve d’un « Grand Israël », 
le premier ministre Netan-
yahou, tout comme Avigdor 
Liberman, son ministre des 

affaires étrangères, sait très 
bien qu’il leur faut main-
tenir aussi longtemps que 
possible l’état de siège de 
la bande de Gaza et de la 
Cisjordanie, et ce pour au 
moins deux raisons.

En premier lieu, l’ordre 
politique en place et 
l’économie d’Israël sont 
les résultats de dizaines 
d’années de conflit. Même 
l’identité nationale puise 
son inspiration dans la 
présence, revivifiée de 
manière ponctuelle, de 
l’ennemi arabe.

En second lieu, l’armée 
– elle aussi un élément dé-
terminant du nationalisme 
israélien – existe par son 
adversaire. Nous pourrions 
observer une même logique 
à Gaza et en Cisjordanie, où 
les franges radicales baissent 
ou gagnent en popularité 
selon le degré d’hostilité 
d’Israël à leur égard. Il se-
rait toutefois absurde de 
mettre les deux parties sur 
un pied d’égalité : d’une 
part, les moyens politiques, 
économiques et militaires 

d’Israël sont sans com-
mune mesure avec ceux 
des Palestiniens et d’autre 
part, aucun Israélien n’a 
subi l’asservissement et 
l’humiliation qu’endure 
depuis des dizaines d’années 
la population palestinienne.

asservissement et colonisation

Depuis au moins 
une douzaine d’années, 
les différents gouverne-
ments israéliens ont choisi 
d’administrer une situation 
de conflit plutôt que de 
vouloir la régler. L’objectif 
de la guerre menée contre 
l’enclave de Gaza cet été 
n’a jamais été de défendre 
la population israélienne. 
En réalité, le but de cette 
opération, comme toutes 
celles qui l’ont précédé 
depuis au moins 2002, est 
d’empêcher toute recon-
struction économique par 
la société civile palesti-
nienne. 80 % des habitants 
de Gaza dépendent de l’aide 
internationale. En Cisjor-
danie, l’économie est dans 
un meilleur état, sans pour 
autant permettre une rée-
lle prise en charge de leur 
propre avenir par les Pal-
estiniens. Les populations 
n’ont alors pas d’autres 
choix que de se retourner 
vers les grandes organisa-
tions politiques, même si 
elles sont, comme le Fatah, 
gangrénées par la corrup-
tion. Or, ces organisations, 
si puissantes soient-elles en 
Palestine, n’ont aucun pou-
voir réel de changer les cho-
ses. Elles deviennent donc 
les étranges gardiens d’une 
prison érigée par Israël, qui, 

de son côté, n’a plus qu’à 
intervenir lorsque néces-
saire afin de montrer qu’il 
est toujours seul maitre à 
bord. Si les nombreuses 
opérations militaires is-
raéliennes se ressemblent 
tant d’une année à l’autre, 
malgré une augmenta-
tion du nombre de morts 
parmi les civils, c’est parce 
que l’armée d’Israël ne dé-
truit pas la Palestine pour 
l’éradiquer, mais pour la 
soumettre.

À moins d’un ren-
versement majeur de la 
politique intérieure is-
raélienne, Netanyahou, 
Liberman et leurs succes-
seurs auront pour princi-
pale tâche de maintenir 
l’asservissement de la Pal-
estine, ce qui exclut de la 
détruire ou de l’occuper to-
talement. Même quelqu’un 
comme Avigdor Liberman 
sait très bien qu’une occu-
pation totale de la bande 
de Gaza serait impossible 
sur le long terme. En re-
vanche, l’asservissement 
de la Palestine permet à la 
colonisation israélienne de 
poursuivre son cours. Mais 
il s’agit d’un jeu dangereux, 
car Israël ne peut pas indé-
finiment jouer la carte de 
l’autodéfense pour justifier 
de nouvelles occupations. 
Tant et aussi longtemps 
que la droite dominera la 
politique israélienne, Israël 
sera à lui-même son pire 
ennemi, et les Palestiniens 
continueront d’en payer le 
prix du sang.

Cet article est paru sur rico-
chet.ca le 7 septembre 2014
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Si les nombreuses opérations 
militaires israéliennes se 
ressemblent tant d’une année 
à l’autre, c’est parce que 
l’armée d’Israël ne détruit pas 
la Palestine pour l’éradiquer, 
mais pour la soumettre.

11 juillet 2014 manifestation à Toronto contre les crimes de guerre israéliens  Photo: Sam Heaton



KnocK KnocK: Canada Post not there.
By doug nesBitt • Photos By dave Bush

Ottawa residents will not be escaping the first round of service 
cuts by Canada Post. 

The cuts, announced last December, will result in the complete 
elimination of all home delivery in Canada over five years, as well as 
increased costs to consumers and 8,000 job losses through attrition.

Kanata will be losing home deliver this September, and Barrhaven 

is scheduled to lose it in December and January. Orleans is up next 
spring. In place of home mail delivery, Canada Post is installing 
large community mailboxes (CMBs) which dwarf the size of 
community mailboxes already found in some suburban and rural 
neighbourhoods.

Meanwhile, the Canada Post processing plant, visible from the 

Hurdman transit station, is being closed. This means anyone mailing 
a letter within Ottawa will have it routed through Montreal first, 
resulting in service delays. Eighty jobs at the plant are on the line.

Unlike over 70 Canadian municipalities, including Toronto, 
Winnipeg, Vancouver and Montreal, Ottawa city council has yet to 
pass any motion opposing the elimination of home delivery. Mayor 

quarter, Canada Post turned a $53 million profit. As recently as 2010, 
Canada Post turned a record annual profit of $443 million.

Critics of Canada Post, notably the Canadian Union of Postal 
Workers (CUPW), argue that Canada Post is being prepared for 
privatization. The evidence is difficult to ignore. With the largest 
retail network and infrastructure in the country, and a highly 

Jim Watson claims that a joint statement by Canada’s big city 
mayors suffices as Ottawa’s position. 

In the absence of such discussion and debate that might generate 
mainstream media coverage, Ottawa residents remain in the dark 
about the major problems created by CMBs.

The CMBs are being installed without municipal or property 

profitable parcel delivery service (which includes Purolator), Canada 
Post or its component parts would be a lucrative asset in private 
hands.

Canada Post’s current CEO Deepak Chopra came to Canada Post 
from his position as President and CEO of Pitney Bowes in Canada 
and Latin America. The corporation is the world’s largest private 

mail service. Pitney Bowes is well known in the United States as a 
leading force behind efforts to privatize the United States Postal 
Service, a government service explicitly authorized by the US 
Constitution.

Chopra remains on the board of the Conference Board of 
Canada, a think-tank which produced a widely-cited pro-

consultation. Curbside properties, public and private, are being dug 
up and filled in with concrete to anchor the CMBs. The CMBs will 
become new focal points for car traffic, producing major noise and 
air pollution. Junk mail may litter the surrounding area instead of 
making it to a recycle bin. Property values surrounding CMBs will 
likely decline.

privatization report in April 2013. Using faulty mathematics, the 
report predicted Canada Post losses of $250 million in 2012, and 
mounting to a billion dollars in 2020. Canada Post in fact turned a 
$98 million pre-tax profit in 2012.

Meanwhile, Canada Post’s previous CEO, Moya Greene, presided 
over Britain’s Royal Mail 

Meanwhile, Canada Post requires elderly and disabled 
Canadians to provide a doctor’s note for continued home delivery. 
The Canadian Medical Association described the proposal as 
“irresponsible” and an unnecessary burden on the healthcare 
system.

Last but not least, the centralization of mail processing in a 

privatization in 2013. The Royal Mail privatization is now under 
investigation as wealthy investors who bought up the company did 
so at bargain prices that were well below the value of the company.

The future of Canada Post remains very uncertain. Many people 
are focusing on the 2015 federal election to oust the Harper 
government, which supported the appointment of Chopra as 

president along with the cuts themselves. However, neither the NDP 
opposition or the poll-leading Liberals have promised to repeal what 
is being lost. Meanwhile, widespread public opposition has yet to 
translate into any sort of effective action as the CUPW has been 
unable to advance a winning strategy to defeat the service cuts and 
elimination of jobs.

handful of massive sorting plants, and the delivery of all mail by 
truck, not foot, will increase Canada Post’s overall carbon footprint.

The rationale provided for the cuts has been a decline in letter 
mail and a supposed increase in the prospects of Canada Post 
going bankrupt. However, while letter volume has declined slowly 
but surely, parcel delivery continues to climb. While email fuels the 
former trend, internet shopping drives the latter.

But Canada Post remains profitable. Sixteen of the past 18 fiscal 

“In the latest fiscal quarter, Canada 
Post turned a $53 million profit. As 
recently as 2010, Canada Post turned 
a record annual profit of $443 million.”
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corporation, which 
does not rely on 
taxpayer subsidies, 
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profits into federal 
government revenues 
since the mid-90s. 
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privatization. The evidence is difficult to ignore. With the largest 
retail network and infrastructure in the country, and a highly 

profitable parcel delivery service (which includes Purolator), Canada 
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hands.
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and Latin America. The corporation is the world’s largest private 

mail service. Pitney Bowes is well known in the United States as a 
leading force behind efforts to privatize the United States Postal 
Service, a government service explicitly authorized by the US 
Constitution.

Chopra remains on the board of the Conference Board of 
Canada, a think-tank which produced a widely-cited pro-

privatization report in April 2013. Using faulty mathematics, the 
report predicted Canada Post losses of $250 million in 2012, and 
mounting to a billion dollars in 2020. Canada Post in fact turned a 
$98 million pre-tax profit in 2012.

Meanwhile, Canada Post’s previous CEO, Moya Greene, presided 
over Britain’s Royal Mail 

privatization in 2013. The Royal Mail privatization is now under 
investigation as wealthy investors who bought up the company did 
so at bargain prices that were well below the value of the company.

The future of Canada Post remains very uncertain. Many people 
are focusing on the 2015 federal election to oust the Harper 
government, which supported the appointment of Chopra as 

president along with the cuts themselves. However, neither the NDP 
opposition or the poll-leading Liberals have promised to repeal what 
is being lost. Meanwhile, widespread public opposition has yet to 
translate into any sort of effective action as the CUPW has been 
unable to advance a winning strategy to defeat the service cuts and 
elimination of jobs.

Rank and File: How is the campaign to save Canada post going so far? What kind of 
actions have you been doing?
Denis Lemelin, CUPW President: I think it’s going really well, because the announce-
ment of Canada Post’s 5-Point Plan about raising the price of stamps, eliminating 
door-to-door, there was a lot of reaction. There was outrage of the public, people with 
disabilities, seniors, and municipalities. People say we need a debate around it, and we 
organized the campaign Save Canada Post and it’s going on everywhere in the country. 
Everywhere in the country there’s activities like this one we organized in front of Lisa 
Raitt’s office. And people are organizing, people are meeting with municipalities, meet-
ing with MPs. We met with the opposition parties. We have the support of the NDP. We 
met a couple of times with the Liberals, and Justin Trudeau. We’re pushing them to 
really move on this issue. I think it’s going really well. It’s the kind of campaign where 
momentum will build with time. Now, we are approaching the election. That will be the 
real moment that this debate will be more out.  Rank and File: Are you trying to make this an election issue for 2015?Denis Lemelin: Absolutely. Maintaining the public postal service is a political fight. If 
Canada Post does not decide to stop the cuts and have a public debate, or if the gov-
ernment is not pushing them, it is clear for us that we will make it an electoral issue.
Rank and File: Some of the recent announcements by Canada Post around requiring a 
doctor’s note [for home delivery], is there a campaign around that?Denis Lemelin: There is more to come, because I think what people are seeing is that 
Canada Post is not consulting. They just want to roll over people, roll over municipali-
ties, and they don’t care. They don’t care about the public, they don’t care about the 
service, and there’s more and more people aware of that.Rank and File: Both the Liberals and NDP have taken positions against the cuts at 
Canada Post. But I haven’t seen the NDP saying that they would reverse the cuts.Denis Lemelin: I think the most important thing is to stop the cuts, and to have a public 
debate. What the government now is afraid of is having a public debate, because the 
people like the postal service, they want to keep the postal service. If there is a public 
debate, people will say we need an expansion of services instead of cuts. For the 
opposition parties, if they get elected and decide to stop the cuts and have a public 
debate, that’s what we are mostly asking first.Rank and File: What role does postal banking play in the debate?Denis Lemelin: Postal banking is about a vision of the future. Because everybody un-
derstands that letter mail is going down, that there are adjustments with e-commerce 
and the parcel industry, but everywhere in the world people are saying, ok, the postal 
service is a large network, it’s a good brand, so banking is something. Banks are 
getting out of municipalities, but postal services are staying. So banking is part of the 
future. We can raise the revenue of the postal service.

“In the latest fiscal quarter, Canada 
Post turned a $53 million profit. As 
recently as 2010, Canada Post turned 
a record annual profit of $443 million.”
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Good jobs.
Better services.

www.savecanadapost.ca
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Federal Court refuses Budlakoti’s declaration of citizenship
leslie muñoz

2014 has been a bad year for ad-
vocates of fair and just citizenship 
and immigration policy. 

The Strengthening Canadian 
Citizenship Act, passed this June, 
has increased the government’s 
ability to revoke citizenship for 
reasons as vague and indefinable 
as being in the “national interest 
of Canada.” 

On Sept. 10, 2014, Justice Mi-
chael Phelan of the Federal Court 
ruled against Deepan Budlakoti’s 
Charter claim and bid for citi-
zenship. This decision has re-en-
trenched Budlakoti’s government-
imposed statelessness, which 
began when his citizenship was 
revoked in 2010.

The judicial branch of govern-
ment, often accused of supporting 
Charter-based activism instead of 
deferring to the House of Com-
mons, has likewise disappointed 
by following in the legislature’s 
footsteps and permitting unjust 
citizenship revocation. 

The arbitrary targeting of Dee-
pan Budlakoti and his status as a 
Canadian citizen has become well 
known to the Ottawa community.

“I am stateless,” said Budlakoti 
when the Leveller asked about the 
most recent updates to his case, 
“I am stuck in [a] legal limbo for 
the next unknown amount of years 
and feel that the state has taken ev-
erything from me and render[ed] 
me a person with nothing.”

Budlakoti was born at Grace 
Hospital in the Ottawa valley in 

October 1989. However, unlike 
most Canadian-born 20-some-
things, Budlakoti had his passport 
confiscated and his citizenship 
revoked. His parents are Indian 
nationals, but they, along with 
Budlakoti’s younger brother, hold 
Canadian citizenship status. 

“This is a clear indication that 
this government does not care 
about human rights or even [the] 
international law[s against state-
lessness] that they are suppose to 
follow,” said Budlakoti. “The mes-
sage it shows [is] that if you are 
born in Canada [the government] 

can take away your citizenship, 
[and your] rights...can be violated 
very easily.”

The Canadian government 
claims that Budlakoti is not a Ca-
nadian citizen because his parents 

worked for the Indian High Com-
mission when he was born, a claim 
that both Budlakoti and his par-
ents’ former employer have denied. 
India has additionally stated that 
Budlakoti does not hold citizenship 

in that country. 
An argument wielded against 

Budlakoti’s campaign is that he is 
a convicted criminal and that he 
doesn’t deserve Canadian citizen-
ship because of the laws he has 
previously broken. This argument 
is irrelevant, however, since many 
Canadian-born individuals and 
citizens are convicted criminals. 
Budlakoti seems to be the only 
person who has been forced to 
pay for his crimes with both jail-
time, revocation of citizenship, 
and an out-of-the-blue deporta-
tion order.

What the Canadian govern-
ment is forgetting in its treatment 
of Budlakoti is the 1961 United 
Nations Convention on the Reduc-
tion of Statelessness, a multilateral 
treaty that has been signed and 
ratified by the Canadian state. 

Canada’s obligations in relation 
to this human rights treaty are to 
“grant its nationality to a person 
born in its territory who would oth-
erwise be stateless” (article 1). And, 
as the contractual party to the trea-
ty, Canada is also obligated under 
article 8.1 to “not deprive a person 
of its nationality if such a depriva-
tion would render him stateless.” 

Despite these obligations, Can-
ada has chosen to view Budlokati 
as disposable. The state has opted 
out of its international responsi-
bilities, and Budlakoti has become 
the unfortunate target of its dis-
crimination.

Budlakoti is currently waiting 
for the United Nations to respond 
to his case.
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“This is a clear indication that this 

government does not care about human rights 

or even [the] international law[s against 

statelessness] that they are suppose to follow,”

Photo: Justice for Deepan



12 The Leveller   vol 7, no 1, September/October 2014 www.leveller.ca

Paige Fisher  
and nayha Rizvi

Freedom of speech, a 
right which in recent times 
has been said to be at the 
top of the priority list of 
conservatives, seems to be 
making its way to the priority 
list of some Carleton students 
as well. Earlier this month, a 
group of Carleton University 
students caused a great deal 
of outrage when they were 
spotted wearing shirts with 
the phrase “Fuck Safe Space” 
printed on them. 

Those involved stated 
that they were merely 
protesting the conditions 
of the Safe Space training 
they received as Orientation 
leaders, which called for 
abstaining from swearing 
and alcohol consumption 
during orientation week 
activities. The Orientation 
leaders have since issued a 
formal apology. Students, 
faculty and community 

members alike were 
thoroughly offended by the 
stunt. Carleton student Ellen 
Cottee said, “No matter 
what the wearers intended, it 
is still a very insensitive and 
harmful phrase to see on 
anyone, but especially those 
entrusted to guide freshmen 
into Carleton life.”

This, of course, brings 
to light a clear lack of 
understanding as to the 
true meaning of safe space. 
Moreover, the incident 
sparked various reactions 
ranging from “embrace safe 
space” rallies and discussions 
on social media to an 
outcry of an infringement 
of freedom of speech. The 
creation and wearing of 
these shirts represents an 
underlying frustration felt 
by many in this day and 
age: a deep-seated contempt 
for all things that could 
possibly be construed as 
an encroachment on one’s 
freedom of speech. 

Unfortunately, the 
outrage that prompted the 
creation of the shirts would 
suggest that these students 
truly believe safe space rules 
are a form of censorship. 
This can be seen as part of 

a trend in which people 
rush to defend the right to 
say whatever they please 
in the name of free speech, 
another indication of the 
rise of Conservative culture 
that itself prioritises what 

it calls freedom of speech 
above all else. 

In June 2013 Bill C-304, 
a private member’s bill that 
amended the Canadian 
Human Rights Act was passed 
in the House of Commons. 
The bill was proposed by 
Conservative MP Brian 
Storseth, and repealed 
sections 13 and 54 of the 
Canadian Human Rights Act 

in order to “ensure there is 
no infringement on freedom 
of expression guaranteed 
by the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms.” 

Although hate speech 
does remain illegal under the 
Criminal Code, this change 
removed the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission’s 
power to remove hateful 
websites from the internet.

The Canadian Bar 
Association has expressed 
worries that this bill will 
enable hate speech to 
flourish with the lessened 
ability to regulate it on the 
internet. Nonetheless, the 
bill has been hailed by many 
Conservatives as a triumph 
for freedom of speech. This 
attitude is mimicked among 
the students of Carleton as 
well when they, regardless of 
malicious intent, flaunt the 
prioritization of freedom of 
speech above the assurance 
of safety and comfort of 
their peers.

miriam katawazi

Across the country, Indig-
enous women are participat-
ing in the “Am I Next?” cam-
paign and demanding the 
Harper government launch 
an official inquiry into the 
disproportionately high 
number of murdered and 
missing Indigenous women.

Participants are uploading 
images of themselves on so-
cial media with signs that read 
“#AmINext?” The campaign is 
hoping to bring attention to 
a social phenomenon which 
has been acknowledged but 
not acted upon by the Harper 
government. 

A March 2014 parliamen-
tary report entitled Invisible 
Women: Call to Action, the 
Harper government made 16 
recommendations to resolve 
this issue but rejected de-
mands for a national public 
inquiry. The decision sparked 
outrage across the country. 

Two months later, an 
RCMP report stated that In-
digenous women are more 
prone to violent deaths than 
non-Indigenous women.

The campaign has served 
as an inspiration for other 
campaigns across the coun-
try. Another social media 
campaign, calling itself “I’m 
Not Next,” sprung up to try 
and spread awareness about 
the high number of missing 
and murdered Indigenous 
women. This campaign 
also demands a national in-
quiry but places agency in 
the hands of these women 
who are often portrayed as 
victims who are inherently 
prone to violent fates.

In a similar vein, the RE-
Dress project hung 130 red 
dresses on various build-
ings at the University of Sas-
katchewan to remind people 
of women that are missing 
or murdered.

Holly Jarrett, founder 

of the “Am I Next?” cam-
paign in Canada, affirmed 
through Facebook that each 
campaign shares a unified 
message that demands a na-
tional public inquiry and is 
trying to build awareness. 

The idea of a national 
public inquiry was raised in 
the House of Commons on 
Sept. 19 after an Indigenous 
MP pleaded for a national 
inquiry into missing and 

murdered Indigenous wom-
en. Romeo Saganash, an 
NDP member from northern 
Quebec’s Nunavik region, 
recalled the death of his five-
year-old brother in a residen-
tial school 60 years ago.

“The violence that is per-
petuated against Indigenous 
women is the same violence 
against the environment 
today,” he said, “The same 
violence that assaulted par-
ents and grandparents in 
residential schools.”

“There are systemic rea-
sons involved here affecting 
these women, the structures 
and attitudes that allow this 
violence to continue must 
be examined, exposed, and 
addressed. The only way to 
achieve that is through a 
public inquiry,” he said. 

The debate initiated by 
the NDP will be resumed 
within 10 sitting days, after 
which MPs can vote whether 
or not to adopt the govern-
ment supported report that 
does not include a national 
public inquiry.

CoMMenT

freedoM AT whAT CoST?

‘AM i nexT?’ LighTS A SPArk 
for oTher CAMPAignS 

“This can be 
seen as part of a 
trend in which 
people rush to 
defend the right 
to say whatever 
they please in 
the name of 
free speech…”

“Holly Jarrett, 
founder of the “Am 
I Next?” campaign 
in Canada, affirmed 
through Facebook 
that each campaign 
shares a unified 
message that 
demands a national 
public inquiry and 
is trying to build 
awareness.”

Inciting the debate over the precedence of freedom of speech

Students demonstrate against “Fuck Safe Space” 
message at Carleton University Sept. 8, 2014  

Photo: Sam Heaton

Photo: G. Fayant
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I’m a  
       Leveller!

Whodunit?
Match these words of wisdoM to the public figure!

a.) “I hate birthdays. I thought that I only hated my own birthday, and then I 
realized that I hate my children’s birthdays too.”

b.) “I don’t believe in all this public-funded health care, we can’t afford it. If 
you want health care, you pay for it.”

c.) “When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes powerful.”

d.) “Notice that in no country rich in oil did a man wear pants.” 

e.) “After deconstruction there is the necessity of a decolonial reconstruction, 
one which has a history prior to postmodernism and is part of a process 
of resistance to 500 years of colonialism.”

f.) “I have one last workshop for white people. The title of this last one is ‘Just 
Because I’m At  the Petrol Station, Doesn’t Mean I Work Here.’” 

g.) “The dream of industrial abundance has become capitalist emptiness plus 
ecological disaster and corporate cronyism.”

h.) “Scots know how to run a country. Because when they got to choose a 
national animal, and I swear this is true, they chose a unicorn.”

i.) “Stand your ground works a lot like bleach. It works miracles for whites, 
but it will ruin your colours.”

j.) “Everyone knows the Fords are not corrupt. Maybe rough around the 
edges, maybe a lot of things, but we are not corrupt.”

1.) Groundskeeper Willie, diasporic leader

2.) Larissa Lai, poet & professor

3.) Gurminder Bhambra, professor

4.) Rob Ford, mayor of Toronto

5.) Doug Ford, mayoral candidate in Toronto

6.) Samantha Bee, Daily Show correspondent

7.) Malala Yousafzai, education activist

8.) John Oliver, host of Last Week Tonight

9.) Jessica Williams, Daily Show correspondent

10.) Aamer Rahman, comedian

a.) Samantha Bee; b.) Rob Ford; c.) Malala Yousafzai; d.) Groundskeeper Willie; e.) Gurminder Bhambra; f.) Aamer Rahman; g.) Larissa Lai; h.) John Oliver; i.) Jessica Williams; j.) Doug Ford.
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PSf: PoST-SoCiAL forUM
When the four-day long Peoples’ 

Social Forum (PSF) wrapped up 
on Aug. 24, participants took the 
time to reflect on the experiences, 
workshops, and resources they 
were exposed to throughout the 
historic event. Email addresses and 
phone numbers were exchanged 
between like-minded activists in 
order to collaborate and network 
on upcoming projects. 

And, from the Leveller’s 
perspective, the proliferation of 
alternative media was strong and 
inspiring. 

Of course, there is always room 
for improvement. 

For example, while the 
forum purported to be about 
inclusivity and accessibility, 
there was a significant shortage 
of workshops focusing on the 
experiences of queer and trans* 
folks.  Anybody who came to the 
PSF with the expectation of taking 
a workshop on ways to become 
a stronger trans* ally were sadly 
disappointed. 

But of course the bigger issues 
is that the trans* community 
itself was unable to find a 
suitable space within the forum 
as exemplified through the 
lack of workshops 
offered.

The workshops that were held 
about trans* issues focused on 
research aiming to boost trans* 
representation in event planning. 
This workshop’s very existence 
shows how trans* folks were  not 
included as active organizers for 
the PSF. 

Such a workshop does not fix 
the problem. It serves as a blatant 
reminder that even open-minded 
people forget about the daily 
microaggressions trans* folks face. 

The workshop was also a way for 
the PSF to rectify the lack of trans* 
spaces during the convergence and 
clearly much superior that having 
cis-gender folks dominate the 
discussion on trans* issues. 

Another PSF shortcoming 
occurred when Naomi Klein’s 
talk finished on the first day and 
people were ushered into school 
buses in order to attend the rally 
downtown. An announcer on the 
PA system had to tell the crowd 
that the buses were not accessible 
for people with disabilities. 

This meant that the huge 
demonstration on Parliament Hill 
intended to unify and 

strengthen the progressive 
movement in Canada failed to be 
unaccommodating for people with 
alternate needs, thereby excluding 
them from its representation of 
the left in this country. This is 
simply not fair.

There was also a great workshop 
for white people on how to be 
an ally to people of colour. By 
listening to the free-flowing 
discussion on racialization and 
white privilege, participants were 
invited to consider how race 
plays an important part in their 
understanding of the world. As a 
consequence, some participants 
may have reflected on other 
privileges in society, some of 
which they could have held, such 
as a post-secondary education. 
This privilege was especially 
apparent since the Peoples’ Social 
Forum was, in fact, held in a 
university -- a space that may be 
daunting to some who are not as 
familiar with the classroom and 
lecture hall setting, and could then 
feel alienated from the workshop 
discussion.

Brace yourselves. Here comes 
that dreaded yet inevitable and 
necessary question: now what?

How do we sustain the 
momentum created over the 
course of four days? At times, 
it seemed like the PSF did not 
prepare an answer to this question.

In order to move toward a 
more constructive vision, criticism 
and dialogue are completely 
necessary. However, focusing on 
the negatives can’t be the only 
thing we in the left do. 

The Peoples’ Social Forum 
succeeded in calling for real 
alternatives to the current economic 
and social structure in Canada. 

There were plenty of chances 
to participate in the many 
practical and useful workshops 
on how to change things for the 
better on a university campus, a 
neighbourhood, or community.

It moved beyond looking 
into the reasons behind certain 
inequalities and focused instead 
on potential solutions that people 
can take with them. 

Workshops ended with 
ques t ion-and-

answer opportunities and mingling 
sessions that undoubtedly provided 
further information and resources 
for dozens of activists in attendance. 

Ultimately, the PSF succeeded 
in inspiring people and perhaps 
reminding burnt-out activists why 
they began organizing around 
progressive issues. 

With the left in Canada being 
so fragmented, it was clear that 
there were going to be some 
disappointments and unmet 
expectations.

The organizers recognized this. 
Even if some of the failures of the 
PSF are part of the “problem,” 
they stated in the opening pages 
of their program, realizing such an 
ambitious and enriching project 
certainly moves social justice 
efforts towards solutions.

The Peoples’ Social Forum was 
by no means perfect and it should 
not be considered the be-all, end-
all tour de force movement that 
unifies progressives from all over 
the country.

But, it certainly succeeded 
in making people think about 
the real problems affecting this 
country and what activists can do 

in preparation for the 2015 
federal election. 
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Usman mushtaq, 
with files from Ajay Parasram

Fire in Babylon captures 
the athletic adrenaline, 
island music, and anti-
colonial ecstasy surrounding 
the incredible rise of the West 
Indian national cricket team. 

The film is a highly 
entertaining 2010 British 
documentary film about the 
West Indies cricket team of 
the 1970s and 1980s. Fire 
in Babylon does justice to 
the symbolic importance of 
cricket in building regional 
esteem in the early period 
of independence in the 
Caribbean. 

It documents the rise of 
West Indies cricket from a 
team of disjointed players 
to a cricket powerhouse 
set within a global milieu 
of racism, wars of African 
independence, and 
apartheid. From 1980 
to 1995, the West Indies 
did not lose a single Test 
match. 

In a particularly climactic 
scene, Tony Greig, captain 
of English team in 1976, 
proclaims his intent to 
make the West Indies team 
“grovel.” Having endured 
unspeakable racism at past 
matches with England 

and Australia, an enraged 
West Indies cricket team 
responded to Greig with 
their trademark “fast 
bowling,” deeply bruising 
English pride as the West 
Indies dominated their 
former colonial masters 3-0 
in the Test series.

 But at the heart of it 
all, the movie is about the 
politics of the West Indies, the 
birth of black pan-national 
movements, the fight against 
South African apartheid, 
anti-black racism in England, 
and the struggle of former 
colonized peoples to regain 
pride on the world stage. 

The film follows the 
team and its players, using 
the sport of cricket as a lens 
through which to explore 
the history and politics 
of the 1970s and 1980s. 
The film does a good job 
of exploring the politics 
around these many issues. 
For example, the decision 
made by some players 
to play in South Africa 
is handled fairly as the 
film points to criticisms 
levelled against players 
who participated in South 
Africa thereby supporting 
the Apartheid regime. 
But, it still shows those 
players in their own words 

explaining how the game is 
their livelihood. 

South Africa offered 
players high salaries which 
the West Indies cricket team 
could not afford, being 
unable to match the financial 
power of white countries. 

Though not explicitly stated, 
this clearly harkens to the 
neo-colonial economic 
conditions of the Caribbean. 
Weaving in between these 
lessons of history and 
the excitement of cricket 
matches, the film shows 

how politics and history 
can be both accessible and 
entertaining.

The tone of the film is set 
early on in with an interview 
with Bunny Wailer (of Bob 
Marley and the Wailers 
fame) rhapsodizing about 

cricket in the West Indies 
when a dog interrupts him. 
Rapid-fire patois follows as 
Bunny shouts to the dog 
(and maybe its handlers) to 
keep it down and give the 
dog a good “clapping.” 

The fact that the 

filmmakers decided to use 
this hilarious scene speaks 
to the approach they took 
in their interviews with 
cricket players, cricket fans, 
historians, and musicians. 
The filmmakers decided to 
let their subjects speak freely, 

capturing their idiosyncrasies 
and unique energies, having 
West Indies style shine 
through, and inviting fans 
to talk about their favorite 
subject -- cricket.

The film’s narrative is 
punctuated with vibrant 

West Indian music, including 
reggae, hip-hop calypso, 
and Island-specific forms of 
music. The film often cuts 
to musicians singing cricket-
themed songs that they 
obviously memorized in 
their childhoods about their 
cricket heroes. All of these 
musicians, such as Bunny 
Wailer, add style to the film 
by showing a slice of musical 
life from the West Indies. 
Most charming though is 
the way these musicians are 
invited to speak about West 
Indies cricket and reminisce 
about hanging out with the 
West Indies cricket players. 

The music outside of 
these scenes excellently 
dictates the flow of the 
sports portion of the movie 
-- playing sadder music 
when the West Indies cricket 
team is in a slump and 
then blasting Bob Marley’s 
Jammin’ as they start to rack 
up wins. The soundtrack of 
the movie is worth checking 
out on its own.

This interweaving of 
music, politics, history, and 
sports is not a story often 
told, and Fire in Babylon 
does it critically through 
an anti-colonial lens. As 
Bunny Wailer opines, it’s 
the “real deal.” 

Cathy Edwards

The Alternative Media 
Assembly at the People’s 
Social Forum (PSF) held in 
Ottawa last month provid-
ed an opportunity for the 
Canadian Association of 

Community Television Us-
ers and Stations (CACTUS) 
to meet and receive feed-
back and tactical support 
from those interested in the 
future of community radio 
and television in Canada.  

CACTUS promotes com-

munity media as an open-
access platform for all, with 
a specific media literacy man-
date to reach out to margin-
alized groups and help them 
develop their voices.

In light of the Canadian 
Radio-television and Tele-

communications Commis-
sion’s (CRTC) intention to 
review both community TV 
and community radio policy 
in 2015 or 2016, CACTUS is 
organizing a conference with 
the primary goal of bringing 
together industry stakehold-
ers, the public, academics, 
government agencies and 
community media practitio-
ners in order to discuss and 
design digital-age appropriate 
policy  for community media. 

A secondary goal for the 
conference is to encourage 
Canada’s fledgling commu-
nity TV sector by hosting 
professional development 
opportunities and giving 
awards to deserving parties. 
There are currently only 
nine independent commu-
nity TV channels outside 
cable company control and 
much knowledge needs to be 
shared to rebuild Canada’s 
capacity in this sector.  

Community TV has 
fallen far behind text and 
radio. No national AGM 

or industry conference 
has been held for the sec-
tor in more than a decade. 
In comparison, the NCRA 
brings together community 
and campus radio stations 
on a regular basis and pub-
lic-access TV in the United 

States is also regularly  unit-
ed through the Alliance for 
Community Media. 

A third goal for this first 
conference is to explore 
cross-sector issues and con-
vergence and pursue poli-
cies which would remove 
barriers between allies. The 
CRTC and provincial min-
istries such as Quebec’s 
Ministry of Culture cur-
rently regulate community 
radio and television sepa-
rately and this has created 
barriers and inconsisten-
cies in relation to funding 
and distribution. 

The conference CAC-
TUS aims to organize is a 
community-media devel-
opment conference. All are 
welcome, and input is nec-
essary from all in order to 
rebuild the nation’s capac-
ity to provide spaces  where 
ordinary citizens have a 
voice and can get the media 
literacy training they need 
to participate fully in the 
democratic, economic, so-
cial, and cultural fabric of 
their communities and of 
our country.

CULTUre

The SPACe BeTween The wiCkeTS

viSion for CoMMUniTy Tv

Reviewing Fire in Babylon

CACTUS Club Takes Root

Photo: fireinbabylon.com

The Alternative Media Assemebly Photo: Cherise Seucharan

“There are 
currently only 
nine independent 
community TV 
channels outside 
cable company 
control and much 
knowledge needs 
to be shared to 
rebuild Canada’s 
capacity in 
this sector.”
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CULTUre

horoSCoPeS

Xl Petite

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Saturn is in full swing, Li-
bra, and it’s a damn dark 
planet so watch the fudge 
out!  Remember that time 
your cousin hit you with 
that makeshift pendulum 
when you were 12? Imagine 
if instead of being made out 
of a sack of rice, that pendu-
lum was made out of a giant 
gas giant armed to the teeth 
with icy rings. Consider 
yourself warned.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Hey Scorpio, good news! 
Sometime, some wealth is 
going to come your way. 
That’s all it says, so unfor-
tunately, I can’t tell you 
how exactly that wealth will 
come to you. Let’s hope it’s 
not running deliveries for 
“Mayor” Doug Ford.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Arrey Saggi bhai! Tum kaise 
ho? Mujhe bhook lagta hai. 
Hum khanna chata hai. Aapka 
saath jayengi restaurant per? 
Ok, bye!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
What’s good, brah? Are you 
Jockish, Dudely, Stonerish, 
or Preppy? Together, these 
comprise the four corners of 
bro-dom. It’s a brominent 
institution, brah. Let’s get 
some friggin’ Red Bull! We 
got a plane to catch!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
So I heard Capricorn and 
his friends are planning on 
going to Ban Nong Pradu 
to study Badu-Badu. They 
got their anti-malarials but 
they aren’t gonna take them. 
How much do you think I 
could get for four month 
long doses of anti-malarials 
in your circles? 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Haikuroscope for you, Pisces! 
Bro’s shirt: Fuck Safe Space
How does one respond to 
that?
Kick’em in the chest!

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Remember that bright idea 
you hatched on your last 
road trip? The awkwardly 
weird winter project involv-
ing opera and trumpet and 
trombone? Your first song 
should tell the story of a 
group of renegade elephants 
who decide to fight back 
against poachers, set to an 
operatic reading of Orwell’s 
How to Shoot an Elephant. 
Chart topper!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Hey Taurus, here’s a capital 
idea! goo.gl/ulgzuy

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
Gemini, I see a lot of 
promise in you. In that 
you make a lot of promises 
that you can’t keep! Smart-
en up and start managing 
your time better, or else 
you’ll never realize your 
life goal of establishing 
your perpetually mobile 
restaurant, Speedo Burri-
to, with its colder climate 
cousin, Tuxedo Burrito.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
So here’s the thing Cancer, 
I’ve reviewed your teaching 
proposal and I don’t think 
it’s going to go over as well 
as you thought. The thing 
is, you can’t read through 
osmosis…that you thought 
you could teach Marx’s 
Capital by tying Volumes 
1 – 4 of capital to your el-
bows and knees and then 
pound it into the students 
in your classroom fills me 
with concern.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Leo, I mailed your environ-
mental horoscope to you, 
but in light of attacks on 
Canada Post, I’m afraid the 
letter won’t be delivered to 
you. Don’t worry though, 
Jim Prentice has a plan to 
boost the economy and 
prioritize the environment. 
He’s calling it “pipelines in 
all directions.” Fracker.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Well Virgo, Scotland didn’t 
go for it after all. Your plan 
seemed solid enough to me. 
Who would have thought 
Scots would have been of-
fended by you riding a horse 
through Edinburgh waving 
a mace and yelling Scotland 
will be free like that Aus-
sie anti-semite jerk Mel Gib-
son? Your accent was at least 
more consistent than his. 

226 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X1
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

Work in Community

Book in Community

Come by for a visit!

Connect with an exciting network of like-minded social change-makers in a diverse and 
inclusive space. Perfect for nonprofits, freelancers, entrepreneurs and consultants.

Workspace options ranging from a shared hot desk, permanent desk, or private office.

Everything at 25One Community has been created to offer you and your organization 
a flexible and dynamic environment sure to ignite progressive creativity!

Book your next community event or board meeting in one of our many bright beautiful rooms.

Call 613-566-3448 or email info@25onecommunity.ca for a tour of the space! 
Or just drop by! 251 Bank St. 2nd floor (corner of Cooper St.), Ottawa
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TUES SEpT 23
REFERENDUM: Graduate Stu-
dent Referendum: University Cen-
tre Levy. Voting on Tues and Wed.

TOWN HALL: Building Safe[r] 
Spaces: Responding to “Fuck Safe 
Space” and Carleton’s Campus 
Culture. River Bldg Atrium. 12pm.

DEBATE: All Candidates Debate 
Municipal Election. St. Luke’s 
Church, 760 Somerset St W. 7pm.

BOOK LAUNCHES: Resisting 
Canada’s Myths of War and Peace-
keeping. Octopus Books, 251 
Bank St. 7pm.

WORKSHOP: Tomato Preserva-
tion. Centretown Community 
Centre, 420 Cooper St. 8pm.

WEd SEpT 24
TALK: Violence in the Middle 
East: Syria, Iraq, Libya, Gaza and 
Egypt.FTX 147, UOttawa. 4pm.

SCIENCE CAFE: Multiple Im-
pacts of Environmental Change 
on Lake and River Ecosystems. Ot-
tawa Library, Sunnyside Branch. 
6:30pm.

ELECTION DEBATE: Mayoral All 
Candidates Debate On The Envi-
ronment. Rm 102 Ottawa Con-
vention Centre. 6:30pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly environ-
mental choir rehearsals. Bronson 
Centre 222. 7pm. Every Wed.

BOOK CLUB: Hot, Wet, and 
Shaking: How I Learned To Talk 
About Sex. Venus Envy, 226 Bank 
St. 7:30pm.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Carleton. 
8pm. Every Wed.

THURS SEpT 25
FRANCO-ONTARIAN DAY

CONFERENCE: Borders in Glo-
balization. River Bldg Atrium, 
Carleton. Thurs-Friday.

BBQ: Bilingualism Centre, 
UOttawa.11:30am.

BOOK LAUNCH: The Myths of 
Safe Pesticides by André Leu. West 
End Well, 969 Wellington St. W. 
6:30pm.

 

FILM & PANEL: Above All Else. 
One World Film Festival. Library 
and Archives Canada. 6:30pm.

TALK: Online Dating and How to 
Avoid Falling in Love with a Jerk. 
G203, Saint Paul University. 7pm.

FILM: Revolutionary Medicine - a 
Story of the First Garífuna Hospi-
tal w/ Cinema Politica. Octopus 
Books 251 Bank St. 7pm.

PRESENTATION: Victoria Island 
Peace Centre and Chaudiere Falls 
with Architect Douglas Cardinal. 
Ottawa Citizen, 1101 Baxter Rd. 
7pm.

MUSIC: Rock ta rentrée avec Mastik 
and Pandaléon. Cafe Nostalgica, 
UOttawa. 7:30pm.

PARTY: One World Film Fes-
tival 25th Anniversary. Library 
and Archives Canada. 9pm. 

FRI SEpT 26
FALL INSTITUTE: Developing 
Global Perspective for Educators. 
LMX Hall, UOttawa. Fri-Sat.

COLLOQUIUM: The Origins of 
Domestic Gothic Architecture 
in Ottawa. Rm 2200 River Bldg. 
Fri-Sat.

PANEL: Women Redefining 
Peace. 10am.

TALK: Insights on grassroots li-
brary advocacy. 248 Morisset Hall, 
UOttawa. 12pm.

TALK: Security and Asylum in the 
EU. 5028 FSS, UOttawa. 12pm.

TALK: Responding to Canada’s Hu-
man Rights Backlash: Rhetoric and 
Reality. Tsampalieros Atrium, 3rd 
floor FTX, UOttawa. 1pm.

SERIES: Friends of Art History Vi-
sual Culture. 412 St Patrick’s Bldg, 
Carleton. 2:30pm.

MEET-UP: Carleton University 
Student Action Movement. GSA 
Lounge, Carleton. 6pm.

CHARITY DINNER: Build-
ing Bridges, Bringing Com-
munities Together. St. Elias 
Conference & Banquet Facility 
750 Ridgewood Ave. 6:30pm.

BOOKS & MUSIC: Drives all Night 
Book Reading and Music by Jamie 
Anderson. Raw Sugar Cafe. 7pm.

SAT SEpT 27
EXHIBITION: Beyond the Edge: 
Artists’ Gardens. Central Experi-
mental Farm. All Day.

WORKSHOP:  Wild Edibles & 
Medicinal Plants. Just Food Farm, 
2389 Pepin Crt. 10am.

FLEA MARKET: Punk Ottawa. 
Bronson Centre. 11am-4pm.

FRIENDS FOR PEACE DAY: Ot-
tawa City Hall. 11am-4pm.

POW WOW: KIKINÀMÀGAN 
Student Pow Wow. Cégep Heri-
tage College, Gatineau. 12-5pm.

JAM: Family Skate Day. 158 Ride-
au St. 1-4pm.

FILM: Revolutionary Medicine 
- a Story of the First Garífuna 
Hospital. 25One Community - 
2nd Floor, 251 Bank St. 7pm.

FILM: On the Side of the Road. Li-
brary and Archives Can. 8:30pm.

SUn SEpT 28
CLIMATE FAST 2014: to Oct. 3.

FUNDRAISER: Walk n’ Roll. Ath-
letics Centre, Carleton. 9am-1pm.

CHARITY BBQ: for Iraqi Refu-
gees. Human Concern Interna-
tional. 1-6pm.

mon SEpT 29
#INACCESSIBLEUOTTAWA 
WEEK

BANDITRY: The Accessibility Ban-
dits. UOttawa. 9:30am-5pm.

CLIMATE FAST: Intergen-
erational Conversation 
- Do the Math. FSS 4004, 
UOttawa. 10am.

TALK: The  Dynamics of Pipe-
line Resistance in BC. 303 
Paterson Hall, Carleton. 2:30pm.

RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 
89.1 FM. 4pm. Every Monday.

TALK: Constructing Islamic Mo-
dernities Identity, Social Order 
and Religious Traditions. 129 Si-
mard Hall, UOttawa. 4pm.

EXHIBITION: Opening of Car-
leton Art Gallery Fall Exhibition. 
5pm.

FILM & PANEL: Hands On (Cli-
mate Fast 2014). Ottawa Library. 
6pm.

INFO NIGHT: No One Is Illegal 
Ottawa. Jack Purcell Community-
Centre. 7pm.

LETTER WRITING: Letter Writing 
to Prisoners - Migrant detainees. 
Dalhousie Community Centre. 
7pm.

TUES SEpT 30
FREE STORE: Drop off stuff you 
don’t want anymore and pick-up 
things you do want for free. 647 
King Edward Ave., UOttawa. Every 
Tues, Wed and Thurs til Dec. 3.

DISCUSSION: People 
of Faith Discuss Climate 
Change. St. Paul’s Eastern 
United Church. 10am.

PANEL: Genocide Preven-
tion - The Legacy of Raoul 
Wallenberg. 4007 FSS, 
UOttawa. 10:30am.

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS RA-
DIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. Ev-
ery 2nd Tues. www.ckcufm.com.

TALK: Wind Energy: Diversifying 
Canada’s Electricity Markets. 2017 
Dunton Tower, Carleton. 5:30pm.

DISCUSSION: Accommodations 
in the Classroom. FSS 4004, UOt-
tawa. 6pm.

FILM: The Change Agents (Cli-
mate Fast 2014). Ottawa Library 
Main Branch. 6pm.

WEd oCT 1
CLIMATE FESTIVAL: Climate Fast 
2014. Parliament Hill. 11:30am.

HEALTH: Rapid Anony-
mous HIV Test with Som-
erset West CHC. 203 UCU, 
UOttawa. 12pm. Every Wed.

DISCUSSION: Pride and Pity: Dis-
ability Identities in Modern Society. 
4006 FSS Bldg, UOttawa. 2:30pm.

TALK: Subversive Property. D492 
Loeb Bldg, Carleton. 3pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: The Cuban Rev-
olution and it’s relationships with 
Canada and the US. Octopus 
Bookstore, 251 Bank St. 7pm.

THURS oCT 2
HUMAN RIGHTS FILM FES-
TIVAL 2014: UCU Auditorium, 
UOttawa. Until Sunday.

FILM MAKING: A Les-
son on Ableism. UCU 211-F, 
UOttawa.2:30pm. Thurs-Friday.

TALK: Gwynne Dyer: What the 
First World War Taught Us. Loeb 
Bldg Lounge, Carleton. 5pm.

FILM: Snowpiercer. RSM. UCU 
215, UOttawa.6pm.

CLIMATE FAST: Closing Ceremo-
ny. Parliament Hill. 7pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Globe-
trotting or Global Citizen-
ship? Perils and Potential 
of International Experiential 
Learning. Octopus Books. 7pm.

FRI oCT 3
FARMERS MARKET:  Inside the 
main floor of UCU. 9am-4pm.

ART: Disability Arts Night. Cafe 
Nostalgica, UOttawa. 7pm.

SAT oCT 4
TRAINING: Jer’s Vision: Get your 
LGBTQ ALLY training. LMX 122, 
UOttawa. 9am-5pm.

CL;EAN UP: Sawmill Creek, Hunt 
Club Rd at Dazé St 10am.

ARTISTIC SHOWCASE: Pressed 
Cafe. 7pm.

SUn oCT 5
CEREMONY & FEAST: for 
Missing and Murdered In-
digenous Women and Two-
Spirit People. Hosted by 
FSIS and NYSHN. Victoria Island 
*Asinabka. 5pm.

mon oCT 6
TALK: After Snowden: Re-
thinking the Impact of 
Surveillance. 4004 FSS, 
UOttawa. 3pm.

CONVERSATION: Upris-
ing! Women as Change 
Makers with Sally 
Armstrong. Amphitheatre, St Paul 
University. 6:30pm.

WEd oCT 8
CONFERENCE: North American 
Association of Environmental 
Education. Convention Centre.

BOOK LAUNCH: Forgotten 
Foundations of Bretton Woods. 
5028 FSS, UOttawa. 5pm.

THURS oCT 9
TALK: Canada’s Foreign Policy: 
The Case for Reset. 4004 FSS, 
UOttawa. 10am.

GALA DINNER: Ecology Ottawa. 
St. Elias Banquet Centre. 5:30pm.

TALK: The Chief’s Two 
Bodies: Theresa Spence 
and the Gender of Settler 
Colonialism with Audra Simpson. 
17 Dunton Tower, Carleton. 6pm.

mon oCT 13
TALK: Lenin in Heidi-
land with Carter Elwood. 
History Lounge, 433 
Paterson Hall, Carleton.12:30pm.

TUES oCT 14
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ckcufm.
com.

WEd oCT 15
TALK: Surveillance and Self: Young 
Women’s Experiences with Online 
Social Media. FTX 351, UOttawa. 
11:30am.

FRI oCT 17
TALK: Blacks and Jews: The Other 
1492 and the Holocaust in the-
Caribbean Literary Imagination. 
1811 Dunton Tr, Carleton. 3pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Norval 
Morrisseau: Man Chang-
ing Into Thunderbird with 
Armand Garnet Ruffo. Octopus 
Books Centretown. 7pm.

TALK: David Suzuki. Centrepointe 
Theatre. 7pm.

MUSIC: Emmanuel Jal former 
child soldier turned artist and 
peace activist. Zaphod Beeble-
brox. 8pm.


