
Miriam Katawazi

The Carleton Food Collec-
tive delivered 108 letters from 
students to the Carleton Uni-
versity Students’ Association 
(CUSA) on Jan. 13 demand-
ing that the association release 
the collective’s levy.

Volunteers organized in 
early December to talk with 
students about how CUSA 
executives are withholding the 
roughly $2 per student levy 
fee  that supports the collective 
and its initiatives.

The collective manages 
the Garden Spot, a service 
that educates people about 
healthier and more sustain-
able eating while addressing 
food insecurity on campus, 
said Wesley Petite, board 
member for the Carleton 
Food Collective.

“Some people do not have 
the money or time to arrange 
a healthy meal, so what the 
G-Spot does is that it enables 
those people to have a meal 
that is healthy and free,” Pe-
tite said in an interview with 
the Leveller, referring to the 
meals that the G-Spot pro-
vides at Carleton.   

CUSA’s vice-president (fi-
nance) Folarin Odunayo said 
the executives are willing to 
listen to students’ concerns 
and will take them into ac-
count before reaching a deci-
sion on the money’s fate.

“I’m interested to read these 
letters and see the position of 
the students. We are the repre-

sentatives of every single stu-
dent and if 100 students have 
an issue, I’m inclined to look 
into it and take it seriously,” 
Odunayo told the Leveller. 

The levy fees are paid by 
each undergraduate student 
when they pay for tuition. 
Other levy groups include 
CKCU, the Charlatan, and the 
theatre group Sock ‘n’ Buskin.  

The funds that go to 
the Carleton Food Collec-

tive are gathered by CUSA, 
which then has the respon-
sibility to distribute them 
in a timely manner.

“So these levies are being 
raised. They are being taken 
from students and then they 
are supposed to be directly 
given to us,” Petite said. “But 
the students’ associations are 
not doing their job.”

Odunayo said the levy will 
not be returned until the col-
lective has provided CUSA 
with “official statements from 
a bank or auditor” to show the 
collective has a bank account 
and that they operate in a fi-
nancially accountable way.

 “We are operating under 
an understanding that we are 
to keep every organization 

accountable,” asserted Odun-
ayo. “If the university gives us 
the money, we need to know if 
these clubs are actually operat-
ing after funding.”

“[The Carleton Food Col-
lective] has continuously said 
they are not going to provide 
us with the documents,” Odu-
nayo said. “I haven’t got an 
explanation that is valid or de-
cent in any way. I can’t speak 
to the details of it because I 

can’t recollect.”
Petite strongly disagrees 

with Odunayo’s position.
“We are already account-

able,” Petite said. “We are ac-
countable (to) ourselves.”

“We have general meetings 
in which we report expenses 
and our revenues and we also 
put out a budget around the 
end of January. We also state 
expenses and revenue on our 
website, which is currently be-
ing rebuilt.”

“We do not need to be 
accountable to CUSA,” Pe-
tite continued. “The letter 
campaign expresses that 
many students agree with 
the collective.” 

“Students are saying,  
‘Pass over the levy and let 

this organization be account-
able onto itself.’” 

Petite said many students 
were not aware of the issue 
facing the Carleton Food 
Collective and became very 
upset when they learned 
about the levy being with-
held by CUSA.

He hopes the campaign 
will convince CUSA that they 
are not “effectively represent-
ing all students and that they 

should respect student run or-
ganizations.”

Graduate student Kather-
ine Kenny believes that CUSA 
should respect the indepen-
dent nature of the Carleton 
Food Collective.

“Quite frankly, they should 
just hand the levy over...like 
other levy groups, they have 
an independent relationship. 
Students voted to support the 
collective, so they should be 
supported.”

Petite said that once 
the levy is returned, the 
Carleton Food Collective 
is hoping to make a long-
term budget as to how that 
money will be put forth to 
benefit students and fulfill 
the group’s mandates.

“I don’t appreciate my 
money being taken away and 
not being put into something 
I really want,” second-year 
biochemistry student Kristina 
Panovic da Silva said.

“Services like the Garden 
Spot offer a good alternative 
for students who might not 
have enough money to buy 
something or eat healthy.”

CUSA also withheld the 
2013-14 levy funds of the On-
tario Public Interest Research 
Group (OPIRG), illegally 
contravening the agreement 
between the social justice hub 
and the students’ association. 

However, CUSA has since 
given OPIRG its levy fees, 
a gesture characterized by 
Odunayo in a recent email 
to the Charlatan  as “acting in 
good faith.”

The Garden Spot went on 
a hiatus last year after losing 
its space at the University 
Centre building. It also lost 
access to its kitchen space af-
ter it was re-zoned by the city.  
This loss affected the avail-
ability of volunteers, as they 
spent most of their time look-
ing for a place to cook.

CUSA executives attempt-
ed to pose a referendum ques-
tion to students last spring, 
asking Carleton undergradu-
ates if they would like to elimi-
nate the levy that goes toward 
the Garden Spot. 

The question did not reach 
the final ballot and the Gar-
den Spot’s levy fees were re-
funded to students’ accounts.
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Les sans-culottes

The G-SpoT FiGhTS Back

SilencinG campuS SaFeTy

“Students are saying,  ‘Pass over the levy and let 
this organization be accountable onto itself.’”

CUSA goons refuse to give food collective levy funds

OPSEU local 404 members allege infringements of Charter rights on campus
sam heaton

Workers at the Department 
of University Safety at Carleton 
are crying foul after being or-
dered by their shift supervisor 
on Jan. 21 to remove union-
related buttons and stickers. 

Safety workers began wear-
ing memorabilia the previous 
day in response to what they 
described as a lack of progress 
since October 2013 in nego-
tiating a collective agreement 
with management. 

Campus Safety workers 
- security, dispatchers, and 
others - voted 97 per cent in 
favour of joining the Ontario 
Public Service Employees 
Union (OPSEU) and forming 
Local 404 in May 2013. 

Brent Gobeo, Local 404 
vice-president and bargain-
ing team chair, said he was 
shocked by the order. 

“The employer, who actu-
ally trains us to not violate 
people’s Charter rights, is 
violating our Charter rights 
to promote our message and 
freedom of expression.” 

Gobeo said safety work-

ers remained in full uniform 
while wearing worker buttons 
and bracelets. They also wore 
t-shirts underneath their attire. 
He added that “nothing was 
obstructed that said ‘Campus 
Safety’ or ‘Special Constable.’” 

According to Nelson Ross 
Laguna, OPSEU staff represen-
tative, bargaining with man-
agement has “come to a halt.” 
On Jan. 17, the union filed for 
conciliation, meaning a third 
party will attempt to work 
with both sides to resolve con-
tentious issues. 

The two biggest concerns 
according to safety workers 
at Carleton are below-average 
compensation and what they 
call inadequate and static 
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Jennifer Harrington, Brent Gobeo and Nelson Ross Laguna  Photo: Sam Heaton

staffing levels. 
Compared with other uni-

versities in Ontario, wages, 
benefits and rights on the job 
for safety workers are “across 
the board” lower at Carleton, 
said Laguna. A 2013 OPSEU 
study comparing current 
safety salaries at Carleton and 
six other Ontario universi-
ties shows that Carleton pays 
thousands of dollars less than 
the others in every category. 

The union also claims 
that Carleton’s Department 
of University Safety staffing 
levels have remained more or 
less the same since the 1980s, 
while the campus population 
has increased tenfold. 

Jennifer Harrington, the 
Local 404 secretary, is a 911 

dispatcher at Carleton. When 
911 is dialled on a university 
telephone, the call goes di-
rectly to her. 

Despite Carleton’s consid-
erable population, Harrington 
said there is only one person 
on duty at any given time 
handling 911 dispatches, the 
radio, burglary systems, fire 
systems, and security cameras. 

If multiple calls come in, 
Harrington said the phone 
would just keep ringing. 

“We have multiple lines, 
so if it’s coming on a 911 line, 
then I know it’s important… 
but I’m only one person, so 
it’s a matter of saying, ‘I know 
this is an emergency, so I need 
you to hold,’ to check what 
the other one is, and make a 

determination.” 
Laguna said that manage-

ment cites budget concerns 
as its reason for failing to in-
crease safety staffing levels or 
compensate workers on par 
with other universities. 

Allan Burns, director of 
University Safety and negotia-
tor on behalf of the employer, 
did not respond to the Level-
ler’s request for an interview. 

The union is now working 
on a complaint to the Ontario 
Labour Relations Board, and 
has vowed to “continue the 
campaign, and continue to 
defend our rights.” 

“Our position has been 
clear clear,” said Laguna. 

“People’s safety should not 
be given a dollar figure to it.”

“The employer, who 
actually trains us to not 
violate people’s Charter 
rights, is violating 
our Charter rights to 
promote our message and 
freedom of expression.”
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office, 
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at  

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com
Join us
facebook  the Leveller: campus • community • culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

LeveL the Playing Field: a Call For SuStainerS
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. Community-based media needs 
community-funded support. Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 
Contact operations.the.leveller@gmail.com for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.
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poSTal workerS noT GivinG up on home Delivery pipeline peDDlerS Face poSTponemenT
Union rep Mike Palacek talks Canada Post cuts and public fightback Federal Court to review Northern Gateway’s approval report over 

flawed environmental assessment

Francella Fiallos

Postal workers and their 
supporters took their concerns 
over Canada Post’s announce-
ment to end door-to-door 
mail delivery and eliminate 
over 6,000 jobs straight to the 
federal government, marching 
from Dundonald Park to Par-
liament Hill on Jan. 26.

The rally is only the be-
ginning of an effort to pre-
serve a vital public service, 
said Mike Palacek, national 
union representative at the 
Canadian Union of Postal 
Workers (CUPW).

Palacek believes that the 
end of home delivery services 
signals a desire from the Harp-
er government for a different 
vision of Canada altogether.

“This is just one aspect of a 
broadening scheme of privati-
zation,” he said.

The current Conservative 
government has been notori-
ous for increasingly privatiz-
ing services and institutions.

Health-care services, mu-

nicipal and wastewater sys-
tems, and Jasper National 
Park, for example, have all 
been subject to privatization 
under Harper’s mandate, ac-
cording to the Canadian Cen-
tre for Policy Alternatives. 

Canada Post has claimed 
projections of falling revenue 
led to its decision to cut up to 
8,000 workers and force peo-
ple to retrieve their mail from 
community boxes.

But, Palacek asserted, this 
financial picture could not be 
further from the truth.

“Canada Post has only lost 
money once this century,” he 
said, and “returned a billion 
dollars of profit this past year.”

In fact, there is a growing 
need for mail services as con-
sumers increasingly rely on 
online shopping.

An end to door-to-door 
delivery would place a 
heavy burden on those who 
want to receive parcels on 
their doorstep.

There are also ramifica-
tions for specific demograph-

ics, Palacek said.
Senior citizens and people 

with disabilities would be es-
pecially disadvantaged by the 
Canada Post cuts. 

Palacek encouraged people 
to contact their local MP or 
Prime Minister Harper over 
the elimination of door-to-
door mail service.

“I’ve gone so far to chal-
lenge (my MP) John Baird to a 
public debate,” he said.

Baird has not responded 
to the request. According to 
Palacek, Baird’s staffers have 
dodged him whenever he has 
tried to contact the Ottawa 
West-Nepean representative’s 
constituency and parliamen-
tary office.

But public support for 
postal workers and home de-
livery has been overwhelming, 
said Palacek.

With demonstrations 
happening around the clock 
while volunteers knock on 
doors in their neighbour-
hoods, the future of Canada 
Post is far from settled. 

Andy Crosby

A number of environmen-
tal and Indigenous groups are 
taking legal action against the 
Joint Review Panel (JRP)’s ap-
proval of Enbridge’s Northern 
Gateway pipeline, claiming 
the panel’s report contains sev-
eral legal errors and is based 
on insufficient evidence.

Applications for judicial re-
view were filed on Jan. 17 with 
the Federal Court of Appeal by 
the Haisla Nation, the Gitxaa-
la Nation, Ecojustice, and the 
University of Victoria’s Envi-
ronmental Law Centre (ELC).  
The ELC is representing the 
Federation of British Colum-
bia Naturalists, and Ecojustice 
is representing ForestEthics 
Advocacy, Living Oceans So-
ciety, and Raincoast Conserva-
tion Foundation. 

Environmental lawyers are 
seeking to prevent Prime Min-
ister Stephen Harper’s cabinet 
from relying on the JRP report 
to approve the project.

“The JRP did not have 
enough evidence to support 
its conclusion that the North-
ern Gateway pipeline would 
not have significant adverse 
effects on certain aspects of 
the environment,” said Karen 
Campbell, a staff lawyer for 
Ecojustice, in a press release.

“The panel made its rec-
ommendation despite known 
gaps in the evidence, par-
ticularly missing information 
about the risk of geohazards 
along the pipeline route and 

what happens to diluted bitu-
men when it is spilled in the 
marine environment.”

The shoddy report comes 
as no surprise following the 
Harper government’s Bill C-38 
in 2012, which was widely 
criticized as a mechanism to 
fast-track energy projects by 
gutting Canada’s environmen-
tal protection laws and bypass-
ing meaningful consultation 
with Indigenous communities 
whose territories are affected. 

“We have no choice but to 
go to court and challenge the 
JRP’s final report,” said Karen 
Wristen, executive director of 
Living Oceans Society, in a 
press release. 

“The panel’s recommenda-
tion was made without con-
sidering important evidence 
that highlights the threat 
Northern Gateway poses to 
the B.C. coast.”

Despite the panel’s con-
clusion that the pipeline be 
approved because of sup-
posed benefits for Canadi-

ans, Ecojustice’s legal team 
will challenge the report’s 
assertion that “diluted bitu-
men is unlikely to sink in an 
ocean environment,” even 
though a study released by 
three federal government de-
partments earlier this month 
suggests otherwise. 

The team will also argue 
that the report does not ad-
equately factor in the habitats 
of affected species, such as 
the Pacific humpback whale 
and caribou populations. 
Although the JRP included 
the economic benefits of up-
stream tar sands development, 
it failed to consider the envi-
ronmental impacts despite a 
clear request to do so, accord-
ing to Ecojustice.

“The panel cannot con-
sider the so-called economic 
benefits of oilsands expan-
sion tied to this pipeline but 
ignore the adverse impacts 
that expansion will have on 
climate change, endangered 
wildlife and ecosystems,” said 
Nikki Skuce, senior energy 
campaigner with ForestEthics 
Advocacy, in a press release. 

“The environmental as-
sessment process is supposed 
to consider both sides of the 
coin, and in this instance the 
panel failed.”

Pipeline and other energy 
projects have been met with 
formidable resistance across 
Canada, with Indigenous 
groups vowing to block con-
struction of the Northern 
Gateway pipeline.

Thousands of postal workers descended on Ottawa Jan. 26 Photo: Sam Heaton

“The panel cannot 
consider the so-called 
economic benefits of 
oilsands expansion 
tied to this pipeline 
but ignore the adverse 
impacts that expansion 
will have on climate 
change, endangered 
wildlife and ecosystems.”

Is your cat tired 
of hearing about 
your research?

Sign up for the March 6th 3 Minute Thesis and Graduate Research 
Forum to give your cat a break. gradstudents.carleton.ca/3MTGRF
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oBjecTinG police power
newS/leGal

OPP loses landmark Supreme Court case

The Canadian Federation of Students is your provincial and 
national students’ union uniting more than 300,000 students in 

Ontario and 600,000 students across Canada. 

Andy Crosby

Canada’s Supreme Court 
ruled against the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) in 
a landmark case against po-
lice impunity in December. 

In a six to three decision, 
judges proclaimed that of-
ficers cannot consult legal 
counsel to review and ap-
prove their notes following 
an incident under investi-
gation involving police vio-
lence and murder. 

The decision came af-
ter over four years of legal 
battles between two On-
tario families and the OPP 
following the killings of 
Levi Schaeffer and Douglas 
Minty in 2009. No charges 
were laid in either instance.

The two officers involved 
in Schaeffer’s murder com-
pleted their notes only after 
consulting a lawyer as in-
structed by OPP supervisors. 
As a result, Ontario’s Special 
Investigations Unit (SIU) 
could not determine any 
wrongdoing. 

Police had argued that 
they had a right to consult a 
lawyer of their choosing.

“Permitting police officers 
to consult with counsel be-
fore their notes are prepared 
is an anathema to the very 
transparency that the legis-
lative scheme aims to pro-
mote,” wrote Justice Michael 
Moldaver for the majority.

“A reasonable member of 
the public would naturally 
question whether counsel’s 
assistance at the note-making 
stage is sought by officers to 
help them fulfil their duties 
as police officers, or if it is 
instead sought, in their self-
interest, to protect themselves 
and their colleagues from the 
potential liability of an ad-
verse SIU investigation.”

The OPP brought the case 
to Ottawa after a November 
2011 ruling by the Ontario 
Court of Appeal that its of-
ficers had violated the 1990 
Police Services Act. At the 
time, the top court also ruled 
that police cannot ascribe the 
same lawyer to all officers in-
volved in a civilian oversight 
investigation.

Although police in On-
tario have come under in-
tense scrutiny by the SIU and 
the ombudsman following a 
wave of police violence, po-
lice associations have con-
tinued to show disdain for 
civilian oversight bodies and 

the general public.
Following the first On-

tario Superior Court ruling 
in favour of the OPP in June 
2010, the Ontario Police As-
sociation and former OPP 
commissioner Julian Fan-
tino sought $92,000 in legal 
costs from the families in 
an act of “police intimida-
tion,” according to attorney 
Julian Falconer, who repre-
sents both the Schaeffer and 
Minty families.

In December 2011, On-
tario Ombudsman An-
dré Marin issued a report, 

“There is a 
recognition, 
a historical 
recognition, 
that when the 
police use lethal 
force, when they 
take the lives of 
mentally disabled 
men such as 
in this case...it 
has a profound 
impact on our 
social fabric.”

Coalition Justice for Levi

“Oversight Undermined,” 
which highlighted systemic 
police disregard for the 
rights and interests of the 
public concerning investiga-
tions of civilian deaths by 
police officers. 

Marin accused the OPP of 
treating the SIU as a “tooth-
less tiger” by not cooperating 
in 227 of 658 cases investi-
gated over three years.

The families celebrated 
with Falconer upon hearing 
the verdict.

“It’s a significant and nec-
essary step on the way to en-
suring accountability from 
the public servants in Ontario 
who have the most extraor-
dinary powers,” said Ruth 
Schaeffer, Levi’s mother.

“We celebrate this vic-
tory against a rising tide of 
police impunity in Canada, 
but recognize that even the 
results of this incredible case 
are only one part in the work 
that must be done,” wrote 
the Coalition Justice for Levi 
in a victory statement. 

“We still have a real-
ity where certain people 
– people of colour, Indig-
enous folk, queers, the poor, 
people with disabilities, 
vulnerable women – are 
disproportionately targeted, 
intimidated and violated by 
police in our communities.”

“There is a recognition, a 
historical recognition, that 
when the police use lethal 
force, when they take the lives 
of mentally disabled men 
such as in this case...it has a 
profound impact on our so-
cial fabric,” said Falconer.

Falconer has represented 
numerous families who 
have suffered losses at the 
hands of police, the latest 
being 18-year-old Sammy 
Yatim, who was executed by 
police on a Toronto streetcar 
in July 2013.

“What’s not working in 
the equation is that terrible 
erosion to the societal psyche 
that occurs when we shoot 
mentally-ill people like dogs 
in the street,” Falconer told 
the Toronto Star. “We need to 
start teaching (police) how 
not to use the gun.”
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OPP loses landmark Supreme Court case

our  
working 

conditions  
are your 
learning 

conditions

An Important Message from the more than 2500 Teaching Assistants  
& Contract Instructors at Carleton University: 

CUPE 4600, the union representing TAs and CIs at Carleton, is fighting for fair 
working conditions and accessible education for all. Find out more at 

4600.CUPE.CA.
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on average, women earn 

20 per cent less than men 

for the same work

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development Social Policy Division

women spend twice as 

much time doing unpaid 

work than men

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development Social Policy Division

racialized families are at 

least twice as likely to fall 

below the Low Income 

Cut-Off than families who 

are not racialized

Colour of Poverty

the average income for 

racialized people is 22 

per cent lower than the 

average for non-racialized 

people

Statistics Canada

three-quarters of trans 

students report being 

verbally harassed in 

school about their gender 

expression

Egale Canada

trans people are two to 

four times more likely to 

be unemployed

National Centre for Transgender Equality

less than three per cent 

of  people with disabilities 

are literate globally

United Nations Development Programme

people with disabilities 

are two to four times more 

likely to live in poverty 

than people who don’t 

have a disability

Statistics Canada

two-thirds of queer 

students feel unsafe in 

their school communities 

Egale Canada

almost half of queer 

students report hearing 

homophobic comments 

every day

Egale Canada

Students must unite against  
oppression on campus and in our 
communities. 

The Canadian Federation of Students is your provincial and 
national students’ union uniting more than 300,000 students in 

Ontario and 600,000 students across Canada. 

cupe 4600 For The win! 

sam heaton

After suffering major set-
backs in 2008 and successfully 
defending themselves in 2011, 
Carleton teaching assistants 
(TAs) and contract instructors 
(CIs) are on sound footing to 
make advances in the current 
round of bargaining. 

Canadian Union of Pub-
lic Employees (CUPE) Lo-
cal 4600, which represents 
TAs and CIs at Carleton, an-
nounced on Dec. 20 that its 
bargaining units had filed for 
conciliation. 

Conciliation is an escala-
tion of the bargaining process 
that occurs when one or more 
parties feel there is an im-
passe preventing meaningful 
negotiation on major issues. 
A third party “conciliator” 
steps in to help both sides re-
solve outstanding issues.

For the union, concilia-
tion is also a way of demand-
ing the university “take our 
concerns seriously and stop 
wasting our time and effort,” 
said Dan Preece, vice-presi-
dent of Unit 2. According to 
representatives from Units 1 
and 2 of CUPE 4600, signifi-
cant concerns remain. 

Filing for conciliation can 
bring the bargaining process 
closer to resolution and ad-
vance the union towards a 
strike position if deemed 
necessary by its members. 

In 2011, CUPE 4600 bar-
gained alongside professors 
and support staff, organized as 
Carleton University Academic 
Staff Association (CUASA) 
and CUPE 2424 respectively. 
Senior management brought 
campus to the brink of a 
three-union strike but, faced 
with the prospect of a united 
front of students and workers 
defending their working and 
learning conditions, the uni-
versity blinked at the last min-
ute and negotiated. 

CUPE 4600 has kept the 
initiative and momentum 
since then, forging itself into 
an effective defence collec-
tive by using creative means 
to involve the rank-and-file 
while advancing a fight-
ing spirit within the labour 
movement as a whole. 

After their collective agree-
ments expired on Aug. 31, 
2013, negotiators for Units 1 
and 2, representing TAs and 
CIs respectively, met with rep-
resentatives of the university’s 
senior management from 
September to December.

Priorities were set by the 
membership in spring 2013 
through surveys, steward 
councils and membership 
meetings. Subsequently, 
Units 1 and 2 adopted pro-
posals at their general unit 
meetings. 

One way that CUPE 4600 
has remained effective is by 
empowering the membership 
to speak out about the prob-
lems they face. The website 
We Teach Carleton features 
images and testimonies from 
CIs detailing their inadequate 
conditions and treatment. 

Some TAs and CIs have 
found other ways to raise stu-

dents’ awareness of the union. 
Over 6,000 stickers reading 
“This Assignment was Marked 
by a Member of CUPE 4600” 
were applied to returned as-
signments in December. 

At any university, the 
teaching conditions of TAs 
and CIs are the learning con-
ditions of students. CUPE 
4600 members’ defence of 
their rights as integral com-
ponents of the Carleton com-
munity is an important stand 
for public education. 

Preece said that lack of “re-
spect” from senior manage-
ment is a major issue. Carleton 
employed nearly 700 CIs dur-
ing the 2012-2013 school year, 
from PhD students and profes-
sionals to those for whom con-
tract teaching is a full-time job. 

“From our perspective, we 
are a member of the universi-
ty community,” said Preece of 
CIs. “We don’t necessarily get 
that perspective from the uni-
versity itself,” he added. CIs 
teach 24 per cent of classes at 
Carleton and over 30 per cent 
of students. 

Preece says that CIs are 
the only group on campus 
without representation at the 
university senate. Curricu-
lum-based decision-making 
occurs without CIs’ feedback 
or approval, despite their 
large contribution. 

This sense of exclusion 
extends to health and safety 
on campus. Around 2011, CIs 
were prohibited from making 
appointments at the campus 
clinic or using its doctors as 
their regular physicians. 

In contrast, students and 
permanent staff, both aca-
demic and non-academic, 
have full access to Carleton’s 
facilities. Preece says this puts 
CIs “in the same category as 
a visiting student athlete.” 

Another aim of Unit 2 ac-
cording to Preece is strengthen-
ing academic freedom protec-
tions to allow for participation 
in university governance and 
criticism of the university with-
out fear of repercussions. 

Beyond the lack of respect 
and exclusion from campus 
governance, CIs are asking 
their employer to fulfill its 
earlier agreement to provide 
health and dental benefits.

CIs are also asking their 
employer to redress the sig-
nificant pay disparities that 
exist between Carleton and 
other universities. A survey by 
CUPE suggests that Carleton 
CIs are paid 8.2 per cent less 
than their provincial counter-
parts and 13.5 per cent below 
their counterparts at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa. 

The union is also look-
ing to secure multi-year con-
tracts for its members and to 
facilitate transition into per-
manent positions. Currently, 
CIs have to apply for their 
jobs every four months. 

Preece forecasts that the 
situation of Carleton’s CIs is 
“the future of work, particu-
larly in Canada.” 

“Work is becoming more 
precarious, work that was tra-
ditionally assumed to be se-
cure and well-paid,” he added. 

Unit 1 is made up of un-
dergraduate and graduate TAs 
as well as internally-funded 
research assistants and and 
non-typical TAships at Car-
leton’s Educational Devel-
opment Centre and Student 
Academic Success Centre. 

Tabatha Armstrong, VP 
external of CUPE 4600 and 
co-chair of the Unit 1 bar-
gaining team, said that nego-
tiations have already resolved 
several outstanding issues re-
lated to training compensa-
tion and work space. 

Other successes counted 
by the union include adopt-
ing gender-neutral language 
and protection of gender 
identity in the non-discrim-
ination clause of the collec-
tive agreement. 

One of the biggest issues 
facing the TAs in these nego-
tiations concerns the issue 
of tuition indexation. Arm-
strong noted that TAs “are the 
only people on campus who 
pay tuition to work here… If 
we’re constantly paying more 
and more to work, it’s obvi-
ously going to play out in a 
loss in wages.” 

In the past, Carleton 
TAs have counteracted this 
problem by fighting for and 
winning tuition indexation, 
meaning their tuition would 
be frozen to a particular year 
while working. 

Before 2008, TA tuition 
fees were pegged to a specific 
year. In that round of bar-
gaining, the union failed to 
secure a strike vote on that 
issue, and the administration 
saw its opportunity to snatch 
away a key victory for work-
ers at Carleton. 

Since then, tuition in-
dexation has been set to the 
starting year of individual 
TAs. The union is seeking to 
restore a fixed-year index-
ation and undo the univer-
sity’s 2008 clawback. 

The university, however, 
is seeking to eliminate index-
ation altogether and replace 
it with a lump sum discount 
system. With recent changes 
to the Ontario tuition frame-
work, the university claims 
this may be more beneficial 
to some members. 

The union remains skep-
tical of the long-term bene-
fits for their members. “The 
government could change 
its guidelines for how much 
they could increase tuition, 
which would probably re-
sult in them immediately 
changing their position on 
the tuition framework,” 
said Armstrong. 

Armstrong added, “we al-
ways have to remember that 
international students pay 
unregulated tuition fees that 
can always be increasing, so 
a flat discount for them is 
disadvantaging,” something 
she says is “a huge problem” 
for the union. 

“Whatever the govern-
ment decides is the tuition 
increase, (Carleton senior 
management members) try 
to find whatever way they can 
to manipulate that into up-
front increases on students.” 

Carleton TAs and CIs fight for respect and voice 
on campus
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En colombie, faire au neuf avec du vieux
La nouvelle stratégie de la vielle guerre contre la gauche

Grad Students are  
invited to participate in the  
Three Minute Thesis and Grad Research Forum
l Promote Your Research
l Gain Communication Skills
l Engage with Other Grad Students
l Get Media Attention
l Compete for Great Prizes

Eligibility criteria and more info at: 
gradstudents.carleton.ca/3MTGRF  
3MTGRF@gsacarleton.ca

It’s back!  
Celebrate Graduate  
Student Research  
with the 3MT-GRF

Wednesday 
March 6, 2014
Second Floor, River Building
9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.

Jael Duarte et Daniel Tubb

Le 9 décembre 2013, 
Gustavo Petro, démocra-
tiquement élu maire de Bo-
gotá il y a deux ans, a été 
destitué. De plus, il lui est 
interdit d’occuper n’importe 
quel poste public  pendant 
quinze ans.

La fonction de maire de 
cette capitale de 9 millions 
d’habitants est la fonction qui, 
après celle de Président de la 
République, confère le plus de 
pouvoir à son titulaire.

Un maire destitUé poUr  
les ordUres

L’argument principal du 
Procurador, qui a conduit à 
la destitution de Petro, est 
que ce dernier a entravé 
le libre marché de la col-
lecte des ordures. En effet, 
Petro a fait de celle-ci un 
service public, mettant fin 
du même coup aux lucratifs 
contrats que se partageaient 
quelques entreprises privé-
es au détriment de la santé 
publique de la ville.

En Colombie, le Procu-
rador est chargé de veiller 
à ce que le comportement 
des fonctionnaires publics 
(élus ou non) soit conforme 
aux droits de la personne; 
et dans la perspective du 
Procurador actuel, Alejandro 
Ordóñez, le libre marché 
est devenu un droit de la 
personne. Dans le même 
temps, ce fonctionnaire a 
été fortement critiqué pour 
avoir harcelé les homosex-
uels qui travaillaient dans 
son bureau et avoir publié 
des ordonnances infirmant 
le droit à l’avortement en cas 
de viol, pourtant autorisé en 
Colombie.

Dès son accession à la 
mairie de Bogotá le 1er jan-
vier 2012, Petro a subi les at-
taques du Procurador. Ainsi, 
en mai 2012, son secrétaire 
exécutif, Guillermo Asprilla, 
avait été destitué pour des 
raisons politiques.

La destitution de Gustavo 
Petro a provoqué plusieurs 

manifestations publiques de 
soutien, car une grande par-
tie de la population l’appuie. 
Quelques-uns n’hésitent 
pas à dire que sa destitu-
tion est une vengeance.  Il 
faut préciser que Gustavo 
Petro, dans sa jeunesse, a 
été un guérillero du M-19, 
un groupe aujourd’hui dé-
mobilisé. Suite à cette dé-
mobilisation, Petro a mené 
une vie politique active. Il 
a connu une brillante car-
rière au parlement national, 
avant d’être élu à la mairie 
de Bogotá.

Hier et aUjoUrd’HUi:  
des attaqUes contre la gaUcHe

En 1985, suite aux ac-
cords signés avec le gou-
vernement colombien, 
deux guérillas, les FARC 
(Forces Armes Révolution-
naires de la Colombie) et 
l’ELN (Armée de Libéra-
tion Nationale), créent un 
parti politique : l’Union 
patriotique (UP). Bien 
que légal, ce parti subira 
une très forte répression : 
deux de ses candidats à la 
présidence, 91 de ses par-
lementaires et quelque 5 
000 de ses militants seront 
assassinés à travers le pays. 
Aujourd’hui, on ne trouve 
des survivants de ce parti 
qu’en exil.

En 1990, après la démo-
bilisation du M-19 (la guéri-
lla dont Petro a été membre) 
et sa transformation en parti 
politique, son candidat à la 
présidence, Carlos Pizarro, 
ex-guérillero du groupe, a lui 
été aussi assassiné. En 1999, 
le Procureur général a accusé 
les paramilitaires de cet as-
sassinat, ainsi que de celui 
du candidat de l’UP, Ber-
nardo Jaramillo. Et en 2006, 
la Cour Interaméricaine des 
droits de la personne a été 
démontré les liens étroits 
entre les paramilitaires et les 
forces armées colombiennes.

En 2013, le Conseil d’État 
a jugé que la perte du statut 
de parti politique de l’Union 
patriotique était le résultat 

d’une persécution dirigée 
contre ce parti. L’UP a donc 
été rétablie dans ses droits 
et pourra présenter des can-
didats aux élections législa-
tives (mars 2014) et prési-
dentielle (mai 2014).

Le retour en Colombie 
d’Aída Avella Esquivel, sa 
candidate à l’élection prési-
dentielle, après plusieurs an-
nées d’exil est une marque 
d’espoir. Néanmoins, à 
quelques mois de ces éché-
ances électorales, l’UP est de 
nouveau soumise à la persé-
cution. Son budget de cam-
pagne a été bloqué par le 
gouvernement et les médias 
nationaux refusent de pub-
lier ses publicités. Le lundi 
20 janvier, la police a investi 
son siège social et a détenu 
son garde de sécurité; celui-
ci a été torturé, sous prétexte 
qu’il était « communiste 
». Un autre siège de l’UP, 
dans la région de l’Arauca, 
a également été soumis au 
harcèlement de la police.

Un autre mouvement 
politique de gauche, la 
Marche patriotique, a subi 
des pressions et des per-
sécutions; pourtant, dès 
sa fondation en 2012, ce 
mouvement a formulé des 
propositions en faveur d’un 
processus de paix. Ses mem-
bres sont accusés d’être des 
guérilleros et une parlemen-
taire qui appuyait ce mouve-
ment a été destituée en 2010 
par le même Procurador qui a 
destitué au Petro.

À ce jour, 28 militants de 
ce mouvement politique ont 
été assassinés et une dizaine 
d’autres ont été détenus 
arbitrairement, y compris 
un professeur d’université, 
Francisco Toloza, qui fait 
des études de doctorat en 
Argentine.

Tous ces événements ne 
sont pas étrangers au con-
texte politique qui prévaut 
en Colombie. Après 50 an-
nées de guerre, les FARC et le 
gouvernement sont engagés 
dans un difficile processus 

de paix. Un des points im-
portants des négociations est 
la participation politique. La 
destitution de Gustavo Petro 
comme celle de Guillermo 
Asprilla et d’autres con-
tredisent l’intention affichée 
par le gouvernement  de 
laisser s’exprimer démocra-
tiquement les diverses idées 
politiques. En fait, on peut 
penser que la destitution 
est une nouvelle stratégie 
de la droite colombienne. 
Elle s’ajoute à d’autres déjà 
largement employées : 
l’assassinat politique, la dé-
tention arbitraire, la crimi-
nalisation de la gauche.

Le 23 janvier, le Tribunal 
de Cundinamarca a jugé en 
faveur de trois demandes  
de Gustavo Petro. Le résul-
tat : sa destitution se trouve 
en suspens à fin de proté-
ger les droits des électeurs, 
et le Tribunal renvoie cette 
procédure à l’office de Regis-
tre National, bureau chargé 
des processus électorales.  À 
suivre donc.

La place central de Bogota remplie de manifestants. December 10, 2013. Photo: Omar Vera for El Turbión

Le maire Gustavo Petro avec la candidate a la presidence du parti Union Patriotique, Aida Avella.   Photo: Andrés Monroy Gómez, El Turbión

Les Sans-culottes 

étaient les 

révolutionnaires 

radicaux pendant la 

Révolution française 

(vers 1789). Leur 

nom émanait des 

pantalons qu’ils 

portaient au lieu 

de la culotte courte 

et des bas, portés 

par les nobles et 

les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en 
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.
Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.
leveller@gmail.com, et aidez-nous à 
diversifier notre contenu!
Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de 
textes en français, contactez-nous!
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Zad Partout Dispatch from occupied territory in  
Notre-Dame-des-Landes, france

by Elke Dring
I asked the bus driver to drop me off at Les 

Planchettes. It was a rural stop along a country 
road 20 kilometres north of Nantes. She judged 
my ratty clothing, unwashed hair and dusty 
pack that I was dragging along with me. “You’re 
going to la ZAD?” she assumed. She had it right. 
I should have figured this driver would be 

used to hauling travellers, vagrants, hippies, 
activists, and other weirdos to this part of 
France for the three-plus years the zone had 
been established. 
La ZAD is la Zone À Défendre to those who pro-

test on site and “Zone d’Aménagement Différé” to 
everyone else. It is a huge tract of land outside 
Notre-Dame-des-Landes in northwest France that 
has been reserved for a new airport develop-
ment. 
Over the years, Vinci -- a development company 

which seems to own most of the highways and 
other transport systems in France -- has bought 
up farmers’ fields and forested land in the area. 
The ZAD campaign began in 1974 to protect the 
traditional farmers’ way of life and the tremen-
dous biodiversity of the woodlands in the area. 
It has escalated to a 40-year struggle engaging 
people all over France. In the last three years, 
people have occupied the land to directly re-
sist the project’s development.
The campaign has transcended the original 

opposition against construction of this specif-
ic airport, embracing instead a rejection of the 
affluence and arrogance these new airports as-
sume. Airport expansion normalizes casual fly-
ing across Europe and elsewhere, appealing to a 
young professional milieu who refuse to sacri-
fice their every travel whim. 
EasyJet advertisements tempt these Europe-

ans with weekend getaways to Athens or Rome 
for prices that rival bus or train tickets. The 
young target market are willing to indulge, yet 
they want assurance that their excess doesn’t 
contribute to global warming, habitat destruc-
tion, and the deforestation of Europe. They want 
to be assured that their consumer choices are 
environmentally friendly. Thus Vinci’s project 
is branded as France’s first “green” airport (just 
outside of Nantes, which was recognized as Eu-
rope’s “green” capital in 2012).  
For this reason, the airport has also become a 

symbol of a new generation of market-
i n g for hip young profes-

sionals, who are told that air travel is finan-
cially, socially, ecologically inexpensive. This 
lie has spurred the ZAD slogan: “Against the 
airport and its world.”
I descended from the bus and walked along the 

narrow country road through lush green pas-
ture. A bus companion told me where to turn into 
the forest and sent me down a path strewn with 
barricades and burnt-out cars. 
My first impression of la ZAD was of its large 

size. I followed the path through fields and 
forests for close to 45 minutes without seeing 
anyone. There are up to 40 collectives on the 
land at any given time, each organized autono-
mously. My visit was not prohibited, but I would 
have to look after myself. To what extent, I did 
not know. 
The first people I met looked well-established 

in a corner of forest by the side of the road. 
They had a caravan with wooden additions. They 
were chopping wood. They told me I could go to La 
Châtaigne, a cabin built for visitors to la ZAD. 
It was also the headquarters of the ZAD’s pirate 
radio station, Radio Klaxon. 
To my surprise, La Châtaigne looked like it 

had been abandoned. Dirty dishes were stacked 
outside, and there was no communal food left 
and no sign of life in the cabins or elsewhere. 
There was a communal meeting room that had 
‘zines and practical information about where to 
find food, legal numbers in case of arrest, and 
-- perhaps most importantly given the vastness 
of the area -- maps!
That night, two young men showed up to the com-

munal kitchen and introduced themselves and 
their dog. They had been living at this squat 
for just over a year. There was no Internet at 
this cabin but there was electricity – a pret-
ty nice luxury compared to some of the other 
squats! 
They showed me footage of the November 2012 

evictions on their laptop. The images were of 
very close confrontations with riot police who 
were surely out of their comfort zone in these 
rural areas. Even though some of the squats were 
destroyed, the evictions were not successful and 
la ZAD has since been rebuilt and thrived. 

Some people I met were proud of the 
confrontation. Others dis-

cussed the 

evictions with sadness for the destruction it 
brought to the forest and contemplated the ef-
fectiveness of “protecting” the forest through 
occupying it. Still, others had recently returned 
to la ZAD after a break taken to help deal with 
the traumas experienced from that time.
After a couple days at La Châtaigne, I fell in 

with a good crowd and moved to a squat called 
Bollywood, a strange play on words of “bowl of 
wood.” It was a dome-shaped shelter made from 
chestnut tree branches, straw and blankets to 
insulate, and a clear tarp.
Living on la ZAD was a form of direct action 

against the developers but also an ongoing dis-
cussion and experiment in how to live on the 
fringes of capitalism. There were many differ-
ent kinds of anti-capitalists living together 
in this space and that, too, was an experiment. 
Some promoted the rejection of civilization in 
favour of simple living. Queer feminists clashed 
with macho anarchists in camo. Farmers trying 
to sell their local milk clashed with freegans, 
who themselves clashed with the animal libera-
tionists. 
Someone told me that, unlike other protest 

sites, there was so much space here that people 
could really get along fine if there were oth-
ers out there with different politics. Yet there 
was no strong sense of cohesion. 
But back to the basics: shelter and food. Peo-

ple often constructed their own cabins and 
treehouses out of recycled or donated materi-
als. Many of the shelters were crude but were a 
source of pride for the collectives or individu-
als living inside. Others brought in caravans 
or built benders, improvised shelters that were 
a common sight on many land projects in Europe. 
Every effort was made to minimize damage to the 
forest. We didn’t cut down trees for shelter, fire, 
or anything.
Collective gardens, bread workshops, and a 

dairy provided sustenance at pay-what-you-can 
prices. A lot of our food also came from the 
forest and wild fruit trees - we were having 
apple crumble every night thanks to the apple 
trees in the area, and jams, soups, and flour 
were among the endless possibilities of chest-
nut recipes. Thanks to the presence of an edible 
mushroom guide at almost every squat I visited, 
it was a favourite pastime of people to go 
on mushroom picking “dates.” 

Communication was cru-
cial, especially when 
the police put on pres-



www.leveller.ca vol 6, no 4, January/February 2014   the Leveller 9 

Dispatch from occupied territory in  
Notre-Dame-des-Landes, france

evictions with sadness for the destruction it 
brought to the forest and contemplated the ef-
fectiveness of “protecting” the forest through 
occupying it. Still, others had recently returned 
to la ZAD after a break taken to help deal with 
the traumas experienced from that time.
After a couple days at La Châtaigne, I fell in 

with a good crowd and moved to a squat called 
Bollywood, a strange play on words of “bowl of 
wood.” It was a dome-shaped shelter made from 
chestnut tree branches, straw and blankets to 
insulate, and a clear tarp.
Living on la ZAD was a form of direct action 

against the developers but also an ongoing dis-
cussion and experiment in how to live on the 
fringes of capitalism. There were many differ-
ent kinds of anti-capitalists living together 
in this space and that, too, was an experiment. 
Some promoted the rejection of civilization in 
favour of simple living. Queer feminists clashed 
with macho anarchists in camo. Farmers trying 
to sell their local milk clashed with freegans, 
who themselves clashed with the animal libera-
tionists. 
Someone told me that, unlike other protest 

sites, there was so much space here that people 
could really get along fine if there were oth-
ers out there with different politics. Yet there 
was no strong sense of cohesion. 
But back to the basics: shelter and food. Peo-

ple often constructed their own cabins and 
treehouses out of recycled or donated materi-
als. Many of the shelters were crude but were a 
source of pride for the collectives or individu-
als living inside. Others brought in caravans 
or built benders, improvised shelters that were 
a common sight on many land projects in Europe. 
Every effort was made to minimize damage to the 
forest. We didn’t cut down trees for shelter, fire, 
or anything.
Collective gardens, bread workshops, and a 

dairy provided sustenance at pay-what-you-can 
prices. A lot of our food also came from the 
forest and wild fruit trees - we were having 
apple crumble every night thanks to the apple 
trees in the area, and jams, soups, and flour 
were among the endless possibilities of chest-
nut recipes. Thanks to the presence of an edible 
mushroom guide at almost every squat I visited, 
it was a favourite pastime of people to go 
on mushroom picking “dates.” 

Communication was cru-
cial, especially when 
the police put on pres-

sure. As I mentioned earlier, there was a round-
the-clock pirate radio station. The purpose 
was to read out announcements, critical 
information, warnings, etc., during evic-
tions. There were a couple of very dedi-
cated volunteers who made sure there 
was always something on the radio the 
rest of the time, such as ZAD residents’ 
own shows and announcements of workshops, con-
certs, or work parties. There was also a weekly 
newsletter to organize events and workshops.   
Of course, it was crushingly sad when people 

left la ZAD. They are tough people there, hav-
ing been through much emotional and physical 
trauma during the eviction attempts, but very 
kind as well. They put up with it because they 
love the forest, or they want to live freely, or 
they want to live without judgement, or simply 
because they don’t feel like they have a choice. 
After three weeks, I quietly left one November 

morning without saying goodbye to many people. 
I put my smelly, aching body and my dirty back-
pack on the next train to Paris and tried to get 
away without paying (but failed). Back to soci-
ety as we know it. Back to paying for my life, 
now knowing I’ve always had it for free. 
The feeling of living on la ZAD is something 

I can’t let go of easily. It is the same indig-
nation and stubborn hope that comes with 
any struggle for auton-
omy. That is why they 
say that la ZAD, la Zone 
À Défendre, est partout. 
Everywhere we stand is a 
la Zone À Défendre. Every 
body we live in is la Zone À 
Défendre. It is everywhere 
we need it to be to resist 
the dehumanizing effects 
of rampant capitalism.
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“you Take away The women, you Take away 
The SupporT pillar oF a SocieTy”

Francella Fiallos

The Grand Valley Insti-
tute for Women in Kitch-
ener, Ont. is the only fed-
eral correctional facility 
for female offenders in the 
province.

It gained notoriety for 
housing 25-year-old Ashley 
Smith, whose 2007 suicide 
prompted the need for a 
re-evaluation of Canada’s 
penitentiary system.

So far, the discussion 
about the facility among 
journalists, commentators, 
pundits, and politicians has 
been multifaceted, ranging 
from security issues to the 
demographics of inmates.

If you were to walk 
down the prison’s nar-
row hallways and glance 
at the women who live in 
cramped cells measuring 
seven square feet, you may 
notice that many of them 
are Indigenous. 

Although Indigenous 
women comprise just two 
per cent of Canada’s popu-
lation, Inuit, Métis, and 
First Nations women rep-
resent a full third of all fe-
male prisoners, according 
to a 2012 report by Public 
Safety Canada.

This is “a tragedy, be-
cause the over-representa-
tion is tied to the legacy of 
colonialism that Canada 
has inflicted on its Ab-
original populations,” said 
David Milward, a law pro-
fessor at the University of 
Manitoba.

Not only are Indigenous 
women over-represented in 
the prison system, they are 
the fastest growing crimi-
nalized population, show-
ing a 90 per cent increase 
over the past ten years. 

In addition, incarcer-
ated Indigenous women are 
younger -- with the average 

age of inmates being 34 years 
old -- than their non-Indige-
nous counterparts.         

“Aboriginal women 
come into the system with 
a systemic disadvantage 
from the word ‘go,’” said 
Milward.

There are, of course, a 
myriad of reasons as to why 
incarceration rates of Indig-
enous women are so high.

For instance, First Na-
tions women experience 
lower education rates, 
higher alcohol and drug de-
pendency rates, high unem-
ployment rates, and rapidly 
increasing suicide numbers, 
according to the Public 
Safety Canada report. 

One thing seems clear: it 
is government policies, past 
and present, that have cre-
ated this marginalization of 
Indigenous women.

Ashley Courchene, a 
first-year Indigenous stu-
dent at Carleton University, 
believes that “discriminato-
ry policies...create the mar-
ginalization and disloca-
tion of Aboriginal women,” 
resulting in their overrep-
resentation in the federal 
prison system.

Courchene, who says 
he’s been personally af-
fected by this  over-repre-
sentation, believes that the 
many factors involved in 
Indigenous women’s high 
incarceration rates origi-
nate from the “intergen-
erational trauma” caused 
by the 1876 Indian Act, 
which instituted Indian 
status and paved the way 
for residential schools. 

Indian status refers to 
the registration of Indig-
enous peoples by the Ca-
nadian government for re-
ception of certain benefits, 
including exemption of 
federal and provincial taxes 
and the granting of reserves. 

Only registered “Indians” 
can receive these benefits, 
excluding Inuit, Métis and 
non-status First Nations 
peoples.

Courchene believes that 
this policy have hurt Indig-
enous women in particular.

“Historically speaking, 
you attack the women to 
kill a nation. This has been 
a systematic approach that 
has been adopted by Cana-
da...and it continues today.”

Until 1985, a First Na-
tions woman would have 
her Indian status and 
its subsequent benefits 
stripped if she married a 
non-Indigenous man. 
However, the status of an 
Indigenous man would re-
main intact if he married a 
First Nations woman.

This is an example of 
not only how the govern-
ment has discriminated 
against Indigenous peo-
ples by defining who can 
and can’t be considered 
“Indian”, but also how it 
has worsened the qual-
ity of life for Indigenous 
women. Courchene says 
these women became 
“doubly marginalized 
from the community and 
the rest of Canada.” 

As consequence, many 
Indigenous women leave 
their community and re-
locate to more urban set-
tings where they endure 
discrimination and insti-
tutional barriers that pre-
vent them from seeking a 
job or education.

“There’s no support for 
that person once they lose 
that status,” Courchene said.

Even though the last 
residential school closed 
in 1996, their legacy con-
tinues to haunt Indigenous 
communities to this day.

“The residential 
schools...contributed to a 
loss of cultures that could 
have acted as a positive re-
straint against criminal be-
haviour,” Milward said. 

This was accomplished 
by outlawing native lan-
guages and cultural practic-
es, and exposing children to 
physical, psychological, and 
sexual abuse.

“The students would 
then go on to abuse their 
own families, starting an 
ongoing cycle...that can 
squarely be laid at the feet 
of the residential schools,” 
said Milward. 

What this means is that 
traumatized women pass 
their experience along to 
their children, grandchil-
dren, nieces, and nephews.  

Indigenous women 
may then be forced to 
turn to crime in order to 
survive. According to Mil-
ward, these women can be 
convicted of property and 
sex crimes in addition to 
public intoxication and 
assault.

In 2012, the Harper gov-
ernment passed the Safe 
Streets and Communities 
Act, an omnibus crime bill 
that has imposed manda-
tory minimum sentences, 
less conditional sentencing, 

and harsher punishment 
for young offenders.

Indigenous women have 
been disproportionately af-
fected by these changes due 
to the increasingly severe 
punishment handed out for 
minor crimes. 

“The problem is that…
(there is an) emphasis 
on static factors that em-
phasize indicators of past 
misbehaviour, like crimi-
nal convictions and even 
past youth records,” Mil-
ward said.

This problem becomes 
more severe during sen-
tencing and in prison. In-
digenous women are typi-
cally over-classified when 
determining their security 
clearance. This means that 
Indigenous women are 
more likely to spend their 
sentence in a maximum se-
curity institute compared to 
their non-Indigenous coun-
terparts.

In a 2007 report, Can-
ada’s Correctional Inves-
tigator found that Indig-
enous women make up 
45 per cent of maximum 
security prisoners. Maxi-
mum security classifica-
tion usually denies offend-
ers’ attempts to receive 
parole and gain re-entry to 
their community.

“The prison system is 
not a friendly place to be,” 
Courchene said, “People 
who go in there come out 
harder.” 

And for Courchene, the 
over-representation of In-
digenous women isn’t just a 
problem discussed in policy 
documents -- it’s a part of 
his life and his family.

“Every woman I’ve met 
in my life has been affected 
by this. It has affected my 
grandmother, my mother, 
my sister, my ex-girlfriends 
– everyone.” 

Aboriginal women over-represented in federal prisons

“Historically 
speaking, you 
attack the women 
to kill a nation. 
This has been 
a systematic 
approach that has 
been adopted by 
Canada...and it 
continues today.”
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re-zoninG proTeST From vancouver To Sochi
Vanarchists and Sochialists challenge the Games
Andy Crosby

Four years ago, a protest 
snaked through downtown 
Vancouver, one of several 
actions as anti-Olympic fer-
vour swept the city, when 
police officers assigned to 
the march suddenly began 
to jump up and down while 
delivering high fives. 

The call had come in: 
Sidney Crosby had scored 
the “golden goal,” winning 
the top medal for Canada’s 
men’s hockey team. 

Earlier that day on Feb. 
28, 2010, the protest con-
tingent had been met with 
hostility from drunken 
men stumbling out of 
bars on Vancouver’s more 
swanky streets, throwing 
beer bottles and calling 
the demonstrators deroga-
tory terms. Some protesters 
looked at each other with 
confusion, saying, “we like 
hockey too.” 

While not everybody 
likes competitive sports, 
many of those who criti-
cized the Vancouver 
Olympics put aside their 
appreciation for athletics 
to take a principled stand 
against the harmful effects 
wrought by the Interna-
tional Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) and its corpo-
ratized version of sport 
competition: environmen-
tal destruction, gentrifica-
tion and displacement of 
the poor, a multi-billion 
dollar budget footed by 
taxpayers, low wages and 

poor conditions for im-
ported labourers, cultur-
al appropriation, and a 
swelling security state.

Compounding these 
factors was the disregard 
for the will of Indigenous 
populations who did not 
want the Olympic Games 
on their territories, along 
with the death of Elder Har-
riet Nahanee following a 
2007 protest to prevent the 
destruction of Eagleridge 
bluffs to build an Olympics 
highway from Vancouver 
to Whistler. This prompted 
residents of British Colum-
bia to organize around the 
slogan “No Olympics on 
Stolen Native Land.”

The Canadian govern-
ment spent an estimat-
ed $1 billion dollars on 
Olympics security. The pri-
mary threat, according to 
the Canadian Security In-
telligence Service, was not 
terrorism, but demonstra-
tions against the Olympics.

Four years later in Sochi, 
Russian president Vladi-
mir Putin will undoubt-
edly spend more, with more 
than double the number of 
law enforcement officials – 
40,000 compared to Vancou-
ver’s 16,500 military, police, 
and private security officers.

Putin has restricted dis-
sent over the Games to a 
“designated protest zone” 
located 12 kilometres from 
Sochi, a decision praised 
by the IOC.

“We welcome the an-
nouncement of the orga-

nizing committee that in 
Sochi there will be protest 
zones that will be estab-
lished for people who want 
to demonstrate against 
something,” IOC president 
Thomas Bach told reporters 
at a Lausanne press confer-
ence in December.

The mainstream me-
dia erroneously conveys 
the idea that mega-event 
protest is about the airing 
of issues-based grievances 
in the hopes the world 
will pay attention. In fact 
though, resistance to the 
Olympics in 2010 was 
more about disruption.

And aside from the mili-
tant “heart attack” protest, 
which shut down the Lions 
Gate Bridge and prevented 
traffic from reaching Whis-
tler, the mainstream media 
typically ignored successful 
protest actions.

Thousands defied Van-
couver’s “designated pro-
test zone” at the Art Gallery. 
Led by Indigenous elders 
to disrupt the opening cer-
emonies., Indigenous war-
riors and settlers scuffled 
with police just outside BC 
Place.

The much promoted Ca-
nadian Pacific Spirit Train 
was scheduled to travel 
across Canada ahead of the 
Olympics, but was disrupt-
ed and cancelled after pro-
testers accused the railway 
of being a “key instrument 
in the colonization of Can-
ada and the genocide of In-
digenous peoples,” accord-

ing to a press release issued 
by the Olympics Resistance 
Network. 

Likewise, the torch relay 
was disrupted on numer-
ous occasions, including by 
large demonstrations that 
prevented the torch from 
coming through portions 
of East Vancouver and the 
Downtown Eastside.

Finally, the tent city that 
sprung up in the Downtown 
Eastside was another exam-
ple. A vacant lot, owned by 
a condo developer and rent-
ed out for use as a parking 
lot during the Olympics, 
was seized. An autonomous 
tent city, where the home-
less and others could sleep 
and eat, was established.

While the mainstream 
media ignored or con-
demned these displays of 
resistance, and at times 
even collaborated with po-
lice, independent media 
rose to the occasion to re-
port what was really hap-
pening in Vancouver. 

Dozens of indepen-
dent journalists organized 
around the Vancouver Me-
dia Co-op, whose footage 
and stories were replayed 
around the world. 

The Olympics debacle 
and independent media 
spectacle provides a lesson 
to the residents of Sochi, 
who have largely come out 
against the Games: Resist, 
disrupt, and organize your 
own media!

YES IN OUR BACKYARD!
Ottawa graduate students join call 

for Safe Injection Sites.

OTTAWA, January 22, 2014 – Graduate Students from 
Carleton University and the University of Ottawa have joined 
the Campaign for Safer Consumption Sites (CSCS) in Ottawa 
and are calling on Mayor Jim Watson to respect the research 
that illustrates the social and health benefits safe 
consumption sites have had on communities around the 
world. 

In April of 2013, Mayor Watson expressed his steadfast 
opposition to CSCS citing concerns for public safety. This 
despite a 2011 Supreme Court ruling stating that Safe 
Injection sites pose no discernable impact on public safety 
or health objectives. 

"Mayor Watson needs to make policy decisions that are 
rooted in evidence, not fear," said Seamus Wolfe from the 
Graduate Students’ Association of the University of Ottawa 
(GSAÉD), "and the evidence is clear. Safe consumption sites 
saves lives." 

36 individuals are reported to have died as a result of 
overdose in Ottawa in 2012. "Safe consumption sites have 
been subjected to thorough, independent third party 
research." said Lauren Montgomery from the Graduate 
Students’ Association of Carleton University (GSA), "Graduate 
students recognise the wealth of empirical evidence that 
speaks to the substantial health benefits that these sites 
bring to our communities. These facts should not be 
ignored.”

For more information on the Campaign for Safer 
Consumption Sites in Ottawa, visit www.cscsottawa.ca 
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commenT/communiTy

I’m a  
       Leveller!

Whodunit?
Match these words of wisdom to the public figure!

*note: each public figure may be used more than once for this puzzle!
a)  I wish I could come out and defend myself. 

b)  Gandhi in solemn serenity surveys the train of knowledge… 

c)  Last week I read a book about Selassie I, and told my bomboclat 
parents I was switching religions. 

d) When we speak, we are afraid our words will not be heard or 
welcome. But when we are silent, we are still afraid. So it is better 
to speak.

e) We consider ourselves to be comrades in arms to the Palestinian 
Arabs  in their struggle for the liberation of Palestine. There is not 
a single citizen in South Africa who is not ready to stand by his 
Palestinian brothers in their legitimate fight against the Zionist racists. 

f)  Canada and Israel are the greatest of friends, and the most natural 
of allies. 

g)  Border imperialism depicts the processes by which the violences and 
precarities of displacement and migration are structurally created as 
well as maintained. 

h) This little piggy loves the free market economy/in the guise of 
democracy/cries we we we/ all the way to the bank. 

i)  “Jesus was a white man, too. He was a historical figure; that’s a 
verifiable fact - as is Santa.”

j)  I celebrate capitalism! That’s the motivation everyone needs.

1.) Harsha Walia, activist/writer

2.) Prime Minister Stephen Harper

3.) Audrey Lorde, poet

4.) Andy Samberg, actor/comedian

5.) Kevin O’Leary, TV personality

6.)  Toronto Mayor Rob Ford

7.) Carleton President Roseann Runte

8.) Nelson Mandela, Nobel laureate 

9.) Larissa Lai & Rita Wong, poets

10.) Megyn Kelly, Fox News anchor

a) Rob Ford b) Roseann Runte c) Andy Samberg d) Audre Lorde e) Nelson Mandela f) Stephen Harper g) Harsha Walia  h) Larissa Lai & Rita Wong i) Megyn Kelly j) Kevin O’Leary

9

7

3
1 4

10

6
5

8
2

GoT lanD? Thank an inDian!
Sweatshirt slogan airs Canada’s dirty laundry
A’tugwewinu Gabrielle 
Castilloux

Controversy surrounding 
fashion trends and choices, 
particularly those of teenag-
ers, is nothing new. However, 
the recent debate surround-
ing a line of apparel featuring 
the slogan “Got Land? Thank 
an Indian!” has more sub-
stantial political, racial, and 
historical implications than a 
typical discussion of taste and 
decency in youth fashion. 

Since its production, the 
clothing’s designer, Jeff Me-
nard, has received constant 
harassment via social media 
and has even had to file sev-
eral police reports to protect 
himself from those who have 
threatened his life.  

In Winnipeg, Chelsea 
Summers, an Anishnaabeg 
youth, was kicked off a pub-
lic transit bus for wearing the 
sweatshirt this past fall.

In addition, Tenelle Starr, 
a 13-year-old girl  from Star 
Blanket First Nation in Sas-
katchewan, was also targeted 
for wearing the slogan. Starr 
was chastised by her high 
school in Balcarres after re-
fusing to remove her “Got 
Land? Thank an Indian!” 
pink sweatshirt. 

Starr first wore the sweat-
shirt on the first day of school 
after the holiday break and 
has continued to wear it ev-
ery day since then. Her de-

cision to do so resulted in a 
backlash from both teachers 
and fellow students.  

Balcarres Community 
School’s administration 
originally defended its teach-
ers by stipulating that the 
sweatshirt was “racist” in na-
ture and was thus offensive 
to other students.  

After hundreds of peti-
tion signatures, outrage from 
the Indigenous community, 
and negotiations with the 
Star Blanket First Nation, the 
school refuted their original 
sweatshirt ban stance and 
allowed Starr to wear the 
sweatshirt in public, as it was 
ultimately recognized to be 
historically accurate. 

The response from the 
majority of nay-sayers has 
been that the “Got Land” 
slogan promotes false in-
formation. However, this 
backlash towards the slo-
gan demonstrates the level 
of misinformation that the 
majority of Canadians re-
ceive about the nature of 
their country’s history.

Settlers should under-
stand that in most regions 
of Canada, such as British 
Columbia and Quebec, the 
land that they are residing 
in is unceded — in other 
words, stolen. Colonization 
occurred over a 500-year pe-
riod and still occurs today. 

Townships and cities have 
been erected by settlers arriv-

ing and building their homes 
on plots of land designated 
to them first by the govern-
ments of European countries 
and now by the government 
of Canada. After establishing 
themselves for generations, 
settlers now believe they 
have title to the land because 
of this appropriative process. 
However, the Indigenous 
people, whose traditional 
territory is used for cities and 
communities, have never re-
ceived any trade nor signed 
any agreement to relinquish 
the land. 

Many treaties have been 
signed between different 
bands and the government 
of Canada in the majority of 
the prairies and in Ontario. 
Nations signed these trea-
ties based on an agreement 
between the nation and the 
government, but in many 
cases the government has 
yet to fulfill its obligations as 
stipulated in the documents. 

The process of land enti-
tlement in Canada is fraught 
with embezzlement, treach-
ery, and lies, and those who 
would be offended from 
the statement, “Got Land? 
Thank an Indian!” would do 
well to regard the histories 
of this country with skepti-
cal, critical lenses and begin 
the process of unlearning the 
biased, misinformed societal 
views about its Indigenous 
population. 

GiiBwaniSi SpeakS!
Discussing intergenerational trauma in First Nations communities

Francella Fiallos

An organizer for the Anishi-
nabek Confederacy To Invoke 
Our Nationhood (ACTION) 
lectured at Umi Cafe earlier 
this month on his personal 
struggle with alcohol depen-
dency and how it relates to the 
intergenerational trauma felt in 
Indigenous communities.

Around 25 people attend-
ed the talk by Giibwanisi 
Dizhinkaaz, which opened 
with an introductory song by 
event organizers.

According to its official 
website, ACTION is “a union 
of sovereign Anishinabek indi-
viduals, communities and al-
lies of other nations” who fight 
for greater autonomy from 
Canada and for the restoration 
of Anishinabek institutions.

The group organizes alter-
native education programs for 
members of First Nations com-
munities to analyze and reflect 
on the impacts of colonization 
while learning about Indig-
enous customs and practices.

ACTION also facilitates 
workshops to promote set-
tler allyship with Indige-
nous peoples.

Before Dizhinkaaz started 
his lecture, he gave the au-
dience a “trigger warning,” 
as racism, alcoholism, and 
abuse would come up as 
themes in the discussion.

“I was just made to feel 
like a piece of shit,” he told 

the crowd. “I remember when 
I was eight, nine, 10 years old, 
and I was trying to figure out 
how to commit suicide.”

However, Dizhinkaaz has 
found fulfillment in clowning, 
an artform he said is needed 
in his community to provide 
balance and counterpoint. 

One of the most traumatiz-
ing moments for Dizhinkaaz 
was his mother’s suicide. His 
mother was a survivor of the 
residential school system, an 
institution which dates back 
to the Indian Act of 1876. 

“The Indian Act was created 
to kill the Indian within the 
Indian,” Dizhinkaaz said. “The 
residential schools were created 

to hold our children hostage.”
Despite a tumultuous up-

bringing and lifelong strug-
gles with sobriety, Dizhinkaaz 
would soon find fulfillment 
in leadership roles for First 
Nations groups.

He said a receptionist job 
at a First Nations group was 
the turning point in his life, 
as he discovered that there 
was a need in his community 
for the kinds of skills and at-
titude he possessed.

Now, Dizhinkaaz is one 
of the main organizers for 
ACTION and continues to 
spread his positive message 
for social justice and radical 
change throughout Canada.

25One offers private offices and hot desks for:
Nonprofit Organizations, Entrepreneurs, 

Home-based Businesses and 
Freelancers and Consultants

SPECIAL RATES until October 31, 2013
Private office, starting at $900/mo.

Personal desk, $450/mo.
Includes: High-speed Internet • Phone service with 

unlimited Canada-US long distance • Access to 
fax machines, photocopiers and printers •Use of 
meeting rooms, kitchen and lounge • And more!

251 Bank St., 2nd floor (Corner of Cooper St.), Ottawa
25onecommunity.ca
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our score and five years ago, the 
Great Depression descended upon 
the western world, leading to great 
misery and creative resilience 

amongst working people. Eighty years later, 
a small group of disgruntled grad students 
sat pondering, “what is to be done?”

While they were depressed, they were not 
thinking of the Depression as such. Rather, 
the gloomy mood concerned their fellow 
TAs failing to give a strong strike mandate 
to their union, CUPE 4600. This led to the 
dismantling of some hard-won workers’ 
rights in a political climate that had become 
increasingly conservative and austere since 
the 1980s. 

Five years ago, these grad students 
decided to start an irreverent little rag tasked 
with the responsibility to provide evidence-
based journalism about issues that matter 
to ordinary people. The Leveller has always 
maintained a healthy disgust for the idea 
that media of any kind is “objective” in the 
true sense of the word, and we have always 
believed that the real danger to democratic 
participation is media that leaves its biases 
unchallenged. We, like you, have an opinion, 
and we think it is only honourable to be 
upfront about that when we write.

On the occasion of our fifth anniversary, we 
have a few observations to make. We think 
that on campus, in our city, in our province, 
and in this country, austerity and conservatism 

has hacked 
its way 
into all 
aspects of 

political life 
under the guise of trying to 

be “non-political” or upholding 
a hackneyed or technocratic 
conception of “facts.” 

The last two years of 
undergraduate campus 
politics have seen executives 
representing the far right of 
student sensibilities thrusting their 
opinions and biases into what 
should be democratic student 
space. Tying up student groups 
like the G-Spot and OPIRG (as 
well as all of its working groups) 
with legal buffoonery because of 
disagreement with their political 
work has been enormously 
tiresome for our allies. It’s time 
to unlearn the ABCs of campus 
politics once and for all!

Now in a bargaining year 
at Carleton again, we hear the 
predictable propaganda being 
fed to TAs and their students. 
We have an administration that 
refuses to agree to anything less 
than real wage decreases and 
the reduction of working rights 
that have been fought for over 
the last decade or longer. 

Federally, our illustrious 
prime minister has been so 
uncritically biased in his foreign 
policy that even the National 
Post has been calling him out 
for his adventures in Israel 
and Palestine, while his goons 
rough up Palestinian journalists. 
On the home front, Harper’s 
minions have been fighting 
tooth and nail to bust up unions 
even before any form of labour 
disruption takes place. 

And what has mainstream media been 
telling us about all this? They tell us when 
Justin Bieber eggs houses in wealthy L.A. 
suburbs, for one thing. 

We don’t care about Bieber. We 
care about environmental degradation, 
Indigenous sovereignty, workers’ rights, 
and students’ rights to organize around 
progressive causes on campus and in their 
city without being undermined by their 
student union, something that was never a 
problem historically. Indeed, after five years 
of reporting on campus and community, 
we are concerned that on this level, things 
couldn’t look bleaker.

But that’s just one side of the coin.

Times of great struggle can also bring 
about the very best in people. Over the 
years, we’ve seen progressive social 
movements thrive in the face of tremendous 
adversity. No One is Illegal has returned 
to Ottawa, fighting for migrant justice 
issues. OPIRG soundly defeated offensive 
attempts by campus belligerents to defund 
the research group, and used the ordeal 
as an effective tool to educate students and 
bring in many more people who care about 
constructing a better world for everyone. 
Under Pressure, an anti-poverty collective in 
the city, constructed a brilliant map for the 
Leveller showing sites of resistance to help us 
critically navigate the city, and May Day and 
Idle No More rallies (among others) have 
inspired tens of thousands of folks to pay 
attention and take action.  

The point of this all is to show you what 
you probably already know: the forces 
that work to divide our movements and 
to conserve the status quo distribution of 
power and privilege in our society hide their 
arguments under the illusion of objectivity, 
which is more dangerous than being clear 
about biases. 

For our fifth anniversary, we promise to 
never lie to you. We don’t want to continually 
hammer you over the head with bad news 
- we strive to show you the beauty in your 
city as well. Art battles, poetry readings, 
and inspiring actions that resist conservative 
elitism are happening alongside the 
downward spiral of mainstream society. 

Our job is to report to you, and your job is 
to continue to organize, orchestrate, and 
orate so that we can tell other 
people about you. This is 
your campus and your city. 
And we’re your fun house 
mirror, your annoying 
bff, and hopefully your 
favourite little rag. 
Here’s to another half 
decade and beyond 
of Levelling 
Ottawa!
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i am a GoD. Say my name.
Exploring two of 2013’s biggest pop culture figures’ portrayals of American masculinity

Jazz • Metal • Punk • 
Ska • Alternative • Latin • 
Spoken Word • Country • 
Folk • Blues •  Electronica •  
Oldies • Comedy • Acoustic 

• Caribbean • Hip-Hop • 
East European Hip-Hop • 
British • News • Psy-Trance • 
African • and much more!

go to CHUO.fm to stream the 
station, see the schedule, 
and find out about volunteer 
information.

CHUO - 89.1 FM

Taylor Eby

One of my favourite De-
cember holiday traditions is 
reviewing all the “best of” 
pop culture lists from the 
previous year. 

This year, as I pored over 
dozens of lists from various 
art critics, I noticed that two 
male characters in American 
entertainment dominated 
discussion and arguably gar-
nered the most fanfare and 
critical acclaim. I refer to 
Bryan Cranston’s portrayal of 
Walter White in the final sea-
son of television’s Breaking 
Bad and Kanye West’s Yeezus 
persona on his eponymously 
titled sixth studio album.

These characters may 
seem entirely different: 
one is a portrayal of a char-
acter, while the other is a 
self-construction of Kanye-
as-rap-god. However, they 
both represent different 
aspects of ideal American 
masculinity. Their anti-he-
ro personas reveal as much 
about American society as 
do their audiences’ reac-
tions to their characters.

For those of you who 
somehow either avoided 
watching Breaking Bad (or 
the incessant pestering from 
fans — “Why haven’t you 
watched it yet?!”), here is a 
quick recap:

During the show’s five-
year run, viewers watched 
White evolve from a nerdy, 
middle class high school 

chemistry teacher and seem-
ingly loving father into 
“Heisenberg,” a murderous, 
meth-cooking sociopath 
who abusively manipulates 
everyone in his path, includ-
ing his own family. What 
started as a way to “simply” 
provide for his family after 
an unexpected cancer diag-
nosis became a neverending 
pursuit for more wealth and 

power over his drug empire. 
White’s transformation is 

essentially tied to the ideals 
of American masculinity — 
material success and wealth, 
dominance, and ability to 
provide for his family. Not 
content with being just the 
successful family man, he 
takes masculinity to violent 
extremes as Heisenberg. 

The consequence, of 
course, is that his aggres-
sion and manipulation tears 
his family apart, and his 
acquired taste for violence 

makes him a constant target 
for rival gangs. As much as 
he tries to stay in character 
as Heisenberg, he can never 
fully maintain the façade. 
This is perhaps best wit-
nessed in a scene that finds 
White ordering the murders 
of two people he loves and 
then uncontrollably weeping 
in front of his gang cohorts 
when it actually happens.

In some ways, the Ye-
ezus persona West adopts 
on his latest album mirrors 
White’s transformation into 
Heisenberg. West’s two pre-
vious releases, 808s & Heart-
break and My Beautiful Dark 
Twisted Fantasy were largely 
introspective works that re-
flected on his personal re-
lationships and the ups and 
downs of his career.

Yeezus, on the other hand, 
is undeniably his most ag-
gressive album both musi-
cally and lyrically. It finds 

him indulging in the vast 
wealth of his rap empire and 
revelling in his worst behav-
iour, which often manifests 
itself in some of his most 
misogynistic lyrics to date. 
He has arguably reached the 
peak of American masculin-
ity: unlimited wealth and 
formidable sexual prowess.

Throughout Yeezus, West 
recounts many of his various 
sexual feats in a way that of-
ten relegates women to sim-
ply one of the many expend-
able luxuries his wealth has 
afforded him. In these mo-
ments, it becomes difficult 
to tell whether West is sim-
ply repeating familiar tropes 
in male hip hop, or decon-
structing sexist braggadocio 
to illustrate the emptiness of 
the whole façade. 

Either way, the contrast 
between his sexual boasting 
(“I’m In It”) and his more 
sensitive moments (“Blood 
On the Leaves,” “Guilt Trip”) 
reflects difficulties similar to 
White’s in maintaining hy-
per-masculine status.  

When considering these 
portrayals of masculinity, it 
is important to also consider 
how audiences have reacted 
to them. It has often been 
commonplace for white crit-
ics to denounce sexism in 
African-American hip hop 
while ignoring much of the 
sexism generated by white 
artists. Some critics right-
fully called West out on the 
misogyny-tainted Yeezus, but 
few paid attention to how 

Their anti-hero personas reveal 

as much about American 

society as do their audiences’ 

reactions to their characters.

Breaking Bad inspired sex-
ist responses from its male 
audience.

In an editorial for the 
New York Times, Breaking 
Bad actress Anna Gunn 
sheds light on the very mi-
sogynist response her char-
acter elicited from male au-
diences. Gunn, who played 
Walter’s wife Skyler, is de-
picted “…as the one char-
acter who consistently op-
poses Walter and calls him 
on his lies…” Gunn further 
wrote that while she was 
aware that Skyler might not 
be the most popular char-
acter on the show, she “was 
unprepared for the vitriolic 
response she inspired.”

She describes how thou-
sands of fans started online 
forum discussions and Face-
book groups created entire-
ly to spew hatred towards 
not only Skyler White, but 
also towards Gunn herself. 
This phenomenon was 

made all the more disturb-
ing when Gunn began re-
ceiving personal threats 
from angry male fans. Many 
male viewers obviously felt 
threatened by the thought 
of woman challenging a 
dominant male, even if 
Breaking Bad was, after all, 
just a TV show.

The paradox of West’s 
masculinity, on the other 
hand, is that despite fre-
quent sexist remarks in his 
music, his ability to express 
emotional sensitivity and 
vulnerability has inspired 
many other prominent 
males in hip hop, such as 
Drake and Frank Ocean, to 
also create rap that presents 
a different form of mas-
culinity — one that trades 
boasts of violence for genu-
ine expressions of love and 
grief not usually present in 
male hip hop. It is far from 
perfect, but perhaps a step in 
the right direction.
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horoScopeS

Meet Chrisanthemum, a local gardener. Chrisanthemum’s Seed Bombs is the Leveller’s 
new year-round garden column, where Chrisanthemum will be fielding your questions 
relating to any aspect of gardening you might have. 

i was appalled to have learned that the campus community garden at Carleton was uprooted 
without due process by Carleton’s admin. What is the current state of affairs? Will we be able to 
rebuild the garden next year?
yours, Appalled & Curious

Dear Appalled & Curious,

it is perhaps a terribly kept secret that your dear columnist Chrisanthemum 
is the coordinator of the Kitigànensag GsA Carleton Community Garden. This past 
semester, we at the community garden had our hearts broken when we found out 
that the University Admin told us that we had to move locations. This is a significant 
injustice given that the garden was a space adopted by students to address food 
insecurity on campus and create a decolonized space on stolen Algonquin land for 
all students to heal their relationship to the Earth. Fortunately, the GsA negotiated 
an initial contract that obliges the university to compensate our relocation. The cur-
rent alternative site that is being considered for the garden is in between the nesbitt 
Building and baseball diamond. Unfortunately, this site is prone to flooding, and is 
dangerously dark and unsupervised at night. it also contains poison ivy and the 
invasive dog-strangling vine (don’t worry, it doesn’t kill dogs). The GsA is currently 
negotiating with the university administration for a memorandum of understanding 
that includes a list of demands that would make the site usable. subscribe to the 
GsA’s grad bulletin for further updates on negotiations.

What should guerrilla gardeners do in the face of a forcible eviction? What are the best defense 
and, if necessary, regrouping tactics?
Guerrilla Gardener

Dear Guerrilla Gardener,

Access to land for gardening in Canadian cities is precarious at best.  Realisti-
cally, guerrilla gardeners need to accept that massive condo construction sites can 
pop-up overnight destroying your garden. I have lost about a dozen gardens to the 
invasive community-strangling condo weed (Capitalista gentrificatum). The best way 
to endure and weed-out this invasive species is through a combination of deep com-
munity mulching, and site redundancy. With most weeds, the best defense is a strong 
offense. A deep layering of organized and intersecting community groups form an im-
permeable barrier for the Capitalistas to sprout through. Where shoots start popping 
up, simply put down another thick layer of engaged community activists to mobilize 
the community to protect common spaces. At the same time, it is best to keep plant 
a variety of small gardens in many locations. This way, while you are busy fighting for 
community spaces to grow food, you will not be without a garden. 

A seed bomb is a compressed bundle of soil containing seeds or live vegetation, often 
contained inside a hollow ball of clay. Seed bombs can be launched at any target 
(save concrete), where the clay breaks and forms a bedrock for the soil, resulting in the 
sprouting of new plants! 
Plant your question in Chrisanthemum’s garden (care of: editors.the.leveller@gmail.
com) and he’ll cultivate a response for you to harvest next edition!

Xl Petite

aQuariuS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
There are 208 people with PM 
Harper on his tour of duty in Is-
rael. And you’re footing the bill 
for at least 29 of them, Aquarius. 
I imagine being that close to the 
man for so long would be a lot 
like this: http://goo.gl/JSzVzv  

PiSCeS (Feb. 19-March 20) 
My dearest Pisces: I know you 
think that driving around the 
market blasting Backstreet 
Boys is “ironic,” but irony re-
lies on the recipient of your 
message giving you the benefit 
of the doubt. Next time try 
Van Halen. 

arieS (March 21-April 19) 
Aries, you need to approach 
love more like Shawn Mi-
chaels and less like the British 
Bulldog, knowwhatImean? 
Good luck getting “I’m not 
your boy toy” out of your 
head now. Sucka.

tauruS (April 20-May 20)  
Hey Taurus, did you know 
that Rob Ford is Jamaican? 
Yep, turns out he’s Jamaican 
when he drinks. No Jamai-
cans think so, but in his lat-
est tirade, for reasons beyond 
our wildest imaginations, he 
thought it cute to appropri-
ate the accent. My advice to 
you this month is to avoid 
doing that at all costs. Re-
member Ras Trent? 

geMini (May 21-June 20) So 
Gemini, I’ve been told that 
some of my references are a 
bit “dated” and that I should 
get in touch with the youth 
of today. So to reach out 
to you whipper-snappers, 
the next two horoscopes 
will be written in the local 
parlance. This time, I have 
a question for you though 
(stop whining, I’m always 
giving you advice): When 
did “lol” become a verb? 

CanCer (June 21-July 22) 
OMG Cancer, I’ve been 
lawlzing all day because 
of this 2c4u dude in phys-
ics class who was blast-
ing One Direction ring 
tones on his iPhone 9. 
I’ll totally brb to give you 
a horoscope in February.  

leo (July 23-Aug. 22) 
ROFLMAO, I’m totes un-
certain if the lit review I’ve 
done on social media slang is 
4reelz, but I’m willing to try 
A3. Remember, Leo, someone 
who says you’re BFFs may ac-
tually mean BFFN rather than 
BFFL. I know there’s only one 
letter between an L and an 
N, (wretched M), but the dif-
ference between a BFFN and 
BFFL is all that matters. I just 
blew your mind! Amazebal-
lz...

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Phew! Glad that’s over, Vir-
go. Between you and I, I’m 
not sure this “young hip XL 
Petite” thing is for me. Ap-
parently, there’s a cardboard 
cutout of one of the kids 
from One Direction in my 
department and I actually 
thought it was an especially 
keen undergraduate student 
for the entire last semester. 
My advice to you is simple: 
never grow old!

liBra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Good luck populating the 
world with your pseudo nean-
derthal uber genes, Libra! I’ve 
learned of your plan from one 
of thine own! Long live Samu-
el Walter Biebuyck III!

SCorPio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) O 
sacred scorpion, this haikuros-
cope is in your honour!
Scorpion pepper:
Trinidad’s gift to the world!
the heat boils the tongue

SagittariuS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Sagittarius, did you know 
that the newest feature on 
the iPhone 9 is an invisibility 
cloak? Apparently, it’s a secu-
rity feature designed to make 
it look like you don’t have an 
iPhone so that people won’t 
try to steal it from you. At least 
that’s what the guy who sold 
me his iPhone 9 in the smok-
ing/dumpster area behind 
Mike’s Place told me. At $200, 
it was a real steal - I’m just 
waiting for the cloaking device 
to turn off, which he said takes 
about three days.

CaPriCorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Can I call you Corn? Any-
way, Harper and his gaggle 
of goons are using your tax 
dollars to party like it’s 1 
C.E. in Israel. You can’t pun-
ish him yet, but you can 
punish the Harper youth, 
by voting them out of CUSA 
this month.

226 Bank Street. 613-789-4646. 
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.cabooks. sex. health.

New Year/New Digs 
226 Bank Street 
as of January 4th 2014 
Grand re-opening 
January 4th

Check out our website, Facebook
and Twitter for details! 
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TUES JAN 28
DIVERSITY: International Week. 
International House, UOttawa.

EAT: Garden Spot Serving. Bring 
tupperware. Library Tunnel, 
Carleton. 12pm.

SHARING: Indigenous Human 
Library. Baker’s Grill, Carleton. 
5pm.

FILM: Going beyond the cellu-
loid closet and queers in the me-
dia. Pride Centre, UOttawa. 6pm.

TEA STORIES: Bad Trips. The 
Tea Party Cafe, 119 York St. 7pm.

TALK: My Journey, with Ol-
ivia Chow. Centretown United 
Church, 507 Bank St. 7pm.

WED JAN 29
VOTE: CUSA members, Carleton.

VEGAN LUNCH: People’s Re-
public of Delicious. Couch 
Lounge UCU, UOttawa. 
9:30am-1pm.

CONCERT: Latin Lunch Break. 
Southminster United Church. 
12pm.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Garden 
Spot, 378 UC, Carleton. 5pm.

DINNER/MOVIE: With CUPE 
2424. 303 Paterson, Carleton. 
6:30pm.

CLOTHING: Craft Night. Pride 
Centre, UOttawa. 6:30pm.

WORKSHOP: Poetry Writing. 
UCU, UOttawa. 7pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Social Justice 
& Sexual Diversity in Africa. Oc-
topus Books Centretown. 7pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly en-
vironmental choir rehearsals. 
Bronson Centre 222. 7pm. Ev-
ery Wed.

ThUrS JAN 30
VOTE: CUSA members, Car-
leton.

CAMPUS ACTIVISM: OPIRG 

Info Session and Free Store, 
including B2P Book Sale. Car-
leton Atrium. 10am-4pm.

POETRY: Spoken Word. WRC, 
UOttawa. 4pm.

WORKSHOP: Basic Bike Main-
tenance, Tires and Tubes. Bike 
Co-op, 200 Lees. 5:30pm.

MEDIA ARTS: Kick-off, provid-
ing support for video, web, and 
new media. 373 Route 105, Kaz 
Library. 6:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: NGOization - 
Octopus Books Centretown. 7pm.

FrI JAN 31
CONFERENCE: Vitalizing 
Movements: Bodies, Environ-
ments and Biopolitical Strug-
gles. Carleton. Until Sunday.

COLLOQUIUM: First Nations, 
Social Inequality, The Prison 
System and Women Struggles in 
Canada. Loeb A720, Carleton. 
2:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: The Warrior 
State: Pakistan in the Contem-
porary World. FSS 5028, UOt-
tawa. 2:30pm.

TRAINING: for Volunteers. 
Pride Centre. 4pm.

MEETING: Organic Campus Gar-
dens. FSS 7035, UOttawa. 6pm.

SAT FEb 1
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

WORKSHOP: Intro to Prose 
Writing. Venus Envy. 7:30pm.

SUN FEb 2
MUSIC: Earth*tones Drum and 
Dance Circle. Every Sun. http://
earth-tones.ca/en/events

DRUM: Samba Ottawa. Old 
Town Hall Community Centre, 
2nd Fl, 61 Main St. 7pm.

MON FEb 3

ECH WEEK: CHRA at UOttawa.

RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 
89.1 FM. Every Monday. 4pm.

MEETING: No One is Illegal 
(NOII) Ottawa. 251 Bank St, Suite 
700. 6:30pm. Every Monday.

LAUNCH: 613 Casual Choir. 
Westboro Clocktower Pub. 7pm.

TUES FEb 4
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com.

PUNK: Punk Rock Tuesday - Lu-
neta Café. 8pm.

WED FEb 5
DOCUMENTARY: Gasland. FSS 
4004, UOttawa. 1pm.

MIXER: Feminist. Grounded. 
5pm.

SEW: Stitch n’ Bitch. WRC, UOt-
tawa. 5:30pm.

SEMINAR: Solar Power and 
Renewable Energy. Dovercourt 
Recreation Centre. 7pm.

WORKSHOP: Poetry Writing. 
UCU, UOttawa. 7pm.

DISCUSSION: Future of Snow 
and Skiing in a Warming World. 
Canada Science and Technology 
Museum. 7:30pm.

ZINE OFF: Ottawa Zine Off 
(Winter Edition). Pressed, 750 
Gladstone Ave. 8pm.

LAUGHS: Cracking Up The 
Capital Comedy Festival. Na-
tional Gallery of Canada. 8pm.

ThUrS FEb 6
CONFERENCE: Facing Dis-
crimination and Harassment 
in Placements. SFUO’s Centre 
for Equity and Human Rights. 
Lounge 140, UOttawa. 1pm.

ART: Artistic Showcase. Pressed. 
5pm.

TELL TALES: Story Swap. PSAC 
Building, 233 Gilmour St. 7pm.

CELEBRATE: Sweet Brown Sug-
ar Baadasssss Black Power. Hin-
tonburg Public House. 7pm.

CONCERT: Wesli Band. 4th Stage, 
National Arts Centre. 7:30pm.

CONTEST: Improv Games. Al-
gonquin College Commons 
Theatre 8pm.

FrI FEb 7
COMIC FEST: Women of Com-
edy: Mary Walsh. National Gal-
lery of Canada. 8pm.

SAT FEb 8
PRESENTATION: Bilingual 
breakfast talk on the legacy of 
N. Mandela. 2144 East Acres Rd. 
9am.

SEMINAR: Strategies for Pre-
venting Burnout - Normandin 
Room, St. Paul’s University. 9am.

CELEBRATION: Carleton Uni-
versity Round Dance - Raven’s 
Nest Athletics bldg. 4pm.

ART: Soulful Expressions - the 
Saga Continues. FSS4007, UOt-
tawa. 7pm.

PARTY: Queer Mafia - Novotel 
Ottawa. 8pm.

SUN FEb 9
The Leveller’s 5th Year Anni-
versary

TRAINING: Blanket Exercise - 
Bronson Centre. 10am-4pm.

RECONCILIATION DAY: Nel-
son Mandela & William Com-
manda, St. Albans Church. 
1:45pm.

MON FEb 10
GALA: 25One Community. 2nd 
Floor, 251 Bank St. 7:30pm.

TUES FEb 11

CONVERSATION: Pilgrimages 
and Sexy Beasts - Carleton Uni-
versity Art Gallery. 7pm.

WED FEb 12
ACTIVISM: OPIRG Info Session. 
Carleton Atrium. 10am-4pm.

SEMINAR: Integrative Bargain-
ing and Conflict Management. 
St. Paul’s University. 12pm.

JUSTICE: for Deepan Budlakoti!. 
306 Southam, Carleton. 1pm.

LETTER WRITING: Books 2 
Prisoners. OPIRG, 326 UC, Car-
leton. 6:30pm.

ThUrS FEb 13
JUSTICE: 4th Annual Day for 
our Sisters in Spirit. FSIS. TBA.

DISCUSSION: Biodiversity 
Offsets in Canada. DMS 12102, 
UOttawa. 9am-4pm.

FrI FEb 14
CARE: Have a Heart Day for 
First Nations Children. fncar-
ingsociety.com.

DISCUSSION: Is Democracy 
Rising or Receding? FSS 4004, 
UOttawa. 10:30am.

RALLY: 4th Annual Day of Jus-
tice for Sisters in Spirit - Parlia-
ment Hill. 11:30m.

MEET: Green Drinks Ottawa 
- Fox & Feather Pub and Grill. 
5:30pm.

SAT FEb 15
GAYZONE: 2014 Snowblower 
Gala - Novotel Ottawa. 8pm.

SUN FEb 16
BOARD GAMES: Hintonburg 
Public House 11am-5pm.

TUES FEb 18

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com. 

ThUrS FEb 20
BOOK LAUNCH: The Market 
Gardener. Location TBA. 7pm.

FrI FEb 21
OPEN MIC: Poetry, Spoken 
Word, Music - Umi Cafe. 8pm.

WED FEb 26
OPEN MIC: Co-creating Local, 
Sustainable Food - Jack Purcell 
Community Centre. 7pm.

FrI FEb 28
STUDENTS TALK: Anxiety and 
Depression. Six sessions until 
April 4. UCU 220, UOttawa. 4pm.

SAT MArCh 1
EXCHANGE: Seedy Saturday 
- Ron Kolbus Lakeside Centre. 
10am.

MON MArCh 3
DEADLINE: OPIRG Bursaries.

DISCUSSION: Abolitionism 
and the Criminal Justice Sys-
tem”. 102  Morisset, UOttawa. 
1pm.

TUES MArCh 4
TALK: We Win Every Day, anti-
racist social justice - Dalhousie 
Community Centre. 6:30pm.

WED MArCh 5
FESTIVAL: Migrant Women Re-
building Communities. Band 
Aid Ottawa. Irene’s Pub. 7pm.


