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Idle? Know More

STUDENTS SUPPORT IDLE NO MORE
Movement hits campuses ahead of global day of action

Andy Crosby
As the Idle No More
movement gains momentum, Indigenous student
groups at Carleton University and the University of Ottawa organized round dances
and talking circles on Jan. 9
at their respective campuses.
The round dances were
followed by a talking circle
that featured representatives from several different
organizations, including the
Canadian Federation of Students and the Indigenous
Peoples Solidarity Movement Ottawa, which made
statements in support of
Idle No More.
According to Gabrielle
Castilloux, third year social
work student and president
of the First Peoples’ Council
at Carleton, the talking circle
was televised with French and
Spanish subtitles to spread
the word about Idle No More
and related student efforts.

“Students’ rights
are treaty rights and
the [Canadian]
government did
promise Aboriginal
students access to postsecondary funding
and they haven’t
kept the promise.”
“Students’ rights are treaty rights and the [Canadian]
government did promise
Aboriginal students access
to post-secondary funding
and they haven’t kept that
promise,” Castilloux told
the Leveller. “So we’re here
today to keep them in check

Thousands converge on Parliament Hill on Jan. 11

to respect Aboriginal student
treaty rights but also every
other student because we all
pay ridiculous amounts for
tuition fees.”
Idle No More was
launched by four Indigenous
women in mid-November
against Conservative gov-

ernment legislation that
affected Indigenous lands
and treaty rights without
any consultation. The grassroots movement picked up
steam throughout December
and January, with prominent leaders staging hunger
strikes and multiple com-
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munities blockading highways, rail lines, bridges, and
border crossings. Furthermore, two massive demonstrations saw thousands
converge on Parliament Hill
on Dec. 21 and Jan. 11.
A press release issued by

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

GLOBAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Tragic attack in India symptomatic of widespread problem

Fazeela Jiwa
Worldwide, news media
has been ablaze with news
of a 23-year-old female student who was attacked on
a moving bus in Delhi by
a group of six men, now
charged with kidnapping,
gang rape, and murder.
She died on Dec. 29 in a
hospital in Singapore, where
she was flown for special
treatment due to badly mutilated intestines.
Hundreds of thousands
have taken to the streets
since news of this brutal attack and the victim’s subsequent death. Some call for
punishment of the perpetrators; many more understand this attack as a symptom of systemic gendered
inequality that results in
widespread sexual violence
against women of all ages,
races, and classes.
Feminist protesters have
connected this public attack to a gamut of acts of
gendered violence, including child abuse, sexual harassment, and domestic

Student protest in New Delhi

violence. They are calling
for speedy trials and increased punishment for
the offenders, as well as an
expansion of India’s rape
laws to include marital rape
and crimes of physical dehumanization rather than
solely penetrative assault.
In an interview with
Democracy Now! on Jan. 3,
prominent protester Kavita
Krishnan from the All India
Progressive Women’s Association states that Indian
governments, police, and
law enforcement respond
with “great apathy and indifference to the entire issue
of violence against women.
And sexual violence in particular has always been
greeted … with a chorus of
victim-blaming.”
In India, one woman
is raped every 20 minutes,
according to the national
crime registry. When sexual
assault is reported, conviction rates are abysmal: less
than half of the cases saw
convictions in 1971 and
only 26 percent saw convictions in 2012. Women’s

clothing, sexuality, profession, intoxication, and location are among a host of reasons often blamed for sexual
assaults against them.
Considering all of this,
the outrage evident in the
streets of India and world-

instance of sexual or physical abuse in their lives. Over
a quarter have been assaulted
by their spouses, yet―marital
rape was only criminalized in
Canada in 1983.
Despite this, Statistics
Canada finds that only one

Rape culture is worldwide, not something
that just happens “over there” in places
like India or the Congo. Relegating it
to places other than your own is not
only racist, but dangerously naïve.
wide regarding the status of
sexual violence against women is plausible and welcome.
The danger of the Western media’s recent focus on
India’s women, however, is
that it deflects scrutiny from
our own backyards.
The Canadian Research
Institute for the Advancement
of Women’s factsheet on violence against women and girls
states that HALF of Canadian
women will suffer at least one

in ten sexual assaults is
reported to police, and in
those cases where charges
are laid, the conviction
rates are lower than those
for any other type of violent crime tried in adult
court. Speaking of victimblaming, it was as recently
as 2011 that a Toronto police officer suggested that
women can avoid sexual
assault by not dressing like
“sluts,” a comment that
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sparked “Slutwalk” rallies
around the globe.
United Nations research
unequivocally states that
globally, an average of one
in three women experiences
sexual or physical violence
in her lifetime.
Why don’t we blame the
men who choose to rape
instead of the victims? Why
does Facebook describe
pages that promote rape as
“controversial
humour?”
Why does the media portray
sexual violence as a series
of one-off instances rather
than an epidemic?
Rape culture is worldwide, not something that just
happens “over there” in places like India or the Congo.
Relegating it to places other
than your own is not only
racist, but dangerously naïve.
The only way to end sexual
violence is to be accountable
and stand up against rape culture when it’s in your face. So
go ahead and spray paint that
sexist ad down the street, tell
off that jerk who jokes at your
expense, and support your local rape crisis centre.
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Lev
• el• ler
noun
1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c.
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

I’m a
Leveller!

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to
level with you.”
3 An instrument that knocks down things
that are standing up or digs up things that
are buried or hidden.
The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well
as Ottawa residents.
The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few
things wrong if it gets that part right.
The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and
to dig up stories.
The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter,
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and
someplace warm and safe to live.

Forward.

Behind the scenes, we
need people to help with
proofreading, copy editing,
photography, design/
layout, website/social
media, business, and
especially distribution. Help
us expand the Leveller by
distributing newspapers
to local businesses and
organizations in your
neighbourhood.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.
The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office,
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com
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LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD: A CALL FOR SUSTAINERS
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. Community-based media needs
community-funded support. Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution.
Contact operations.the.leveller@gmail.com for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.

The Leveller acknowledges that Ottawa is on unceded Algonquin territory.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

QATARSTROPHIC INACTION ON
CLIMATE CHANGE PERSEVERES
it more difficult to meet the
two degrees Celsius limit.

Crystel Hajjar
Where
climate

did

the

18 th UN

negotiations

leave

the planet ?

When the most recent climate negotiations came to
an end last month in Doha,
Qatar, they received their
fair share of disappointment
and disapproval from the
global public. Amidst the
overwhelming scientific evidence that urgent action is
required to stabilize and reverse the current ecological
crisis, the Conference of Parties (COP 18) was labelled
a “Qatarstrophy” as it failed
once again to meet the basic
needs of developing nations
who suffer the most from
the intensification of the climate crisis.
“The lives of our people
are on the line,” said the delegate from Nauru, a small
island state. “We see that the
package before us is deeply
deficient. The reality of what
we face demands concrete
ambition and actions.”
What’s the problem again?
The overwhelming consensus in the scientific community is that we have an
urgent need to cap climate
change causing greenhouse
gas emissions by 2015 in
order to salvage any hopes
of limiting global average
temperature increase at two
degrees Celsius (at which
point, consensus says, the
global situation becomes
critical). Climate change is
already threatening to cause
extreme weather events, a
significant rise in water levels, and major droughts that
could have disastrous impacts on the planet.
Furthermore, a recent report released during the negotiations by the United Nations Environment Program
showed that global permafrost is melting faster than
projected, which will further
intensify the crisis and make

So what happened?
With phase number one
of the Kyoto Protocol, the
only international and legally binding agreement to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, ending last December, the Doha negotiations
were expected to resolve its
financial and practical commitments and develop a cohesive, effective and ambitious post-Kyoto plan. The
outcome, however, was as
far from these expectations
as could be.
“The coming 10 years are
going to condemn the future
of future generations,” said
Wael Hmaidan, the Executive Director of Climate Network International. “This is
the reality that our political
leaders need to wake up to
and understand, not the po-

commitment period proposes neither a target nor
a concrete action plan to
reduce emissions. Postponing the start date of serious
action in this way effectively
locks the world into eight
years of inaction and gives a
free pass to the world’s most
pollutive nations.
Another issue was left
hanging at the end of these
negotiations: financing efforts to mitigate the effects
of climate change. At the
2009 negotiations in Copenhagen, it was decided
that the world’s richest
countries will contribute a
total of $100-billion USD
per year to help the world’s
poorest countries deal with
the consequences of climate
change. While few countries
expressed their interest in
contributing to this fund,
its future is extremely uncertain. “We’ve seen a climate

Canada has obstructed climate negotiations
for the past few years whilst openly defending
the fossil fuel industry and using increasingly
emissions-intensive methods to extract
and develop its own natural resources.

litical reality of short term
interest and short term economic gain.”
At the end of the negotiations, more than 24 hours
past the initial deadline, it
was decided that a second
commitment period of the
Kyoto Protocol is to start
as of January 2013 and that
the international community should come up with a
more intensive plan by 2015
to come into effect by 2020.
Only 37 countries support a second commitment
period of the Kyoto Protocol. Their total emissions
account for roughly 15 per
cent of the global total.
More urgently, this second

finance drought in Doha,”
said Tim Gore, the International Climate Change
Campaigner for Oxfam.
“[Developing countries] are
left hanging by their fingertips from that cliff . They
really don’t know what to
expect in the next years.”
Canada
Canada has obstructed
climate negotiations for the
past few years whilst openly
defending the fossil fuel
industry and using increasingly
emissions-intensive
methods to extract and develop its own natural resources. In 2011, Canada
openly sided with the fossil

IDLE NO MORE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Idle No More on Jan. 10 urged
the Canadian government to
repeal all legislation which
“violates treaties, Indigenous
sovereignty and subsequently
environmental protections of
land and water.”
Over a month after hunger-striking
Attawapiskat
Chief Theresa Spence demanded a nation-to-nation
meeting with the Crown,
Prime Minister Stephen
Harper and Governor General David Johnston finally
agreed to meet with select
Indigenous leaders in Ottawa on Jan. 11.
Thousands gathered outside the Prime Minister’s Office during the day before
marching on Parliament Hill.
There, Manitoba Cross
Lake First Nation Elder Raymond Robinson, on hunger
strike as long as Chief Spence, delivered a statement to
the prime minister: “Harper,
over my dead body are you
going to take our lands, our
resources, our waters…I am
not going to stop until [he]
grants our wish and that is
to repeal Bill C-45,” he said.
“You’ll have to bury me first.”
The global day of action
saw over 250 events happen
all over the world in support
of the Idle No More movement. A Facebook event
page with almost 10,000
attendees noted, “As only a
few AFN [Assembly of First
Nations]-determined rep-

fuel industry on the issue of
climate change—an industry which has gained a lot of
financial and legal support
domestically.
While Canada played
a rather behind-the-scenes
role at these negotiations,
the government finally completed its withdrawal from
the Kyoto Protocol. Critics
say that this withdrawal is
an implicit signal to actively
oppose and obstruct these
negotiations.

Students hold round dance in Carleton atrium on Jan. 9
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resentatives will be chosen
to participate in the meeting with Harper, it will be
important to show that the
rest of the movement stands
united with one voice, that it
is not going anywhere, and
that we [are] here to demonstrate the strength and resurgence of our nations.”
The Canadian government maintained that the
meeting was “ceremonial”
and refused to budge on
demands made by the grassroots campaign to rescind
controversial
legislation
such as Bill C-45. Instead,
the government promised further talks with AFN
chiefs willing to participate
and only on matters related to the comprehensive
land claims process which
extinguishes
Aboriginal
title. Government efforts
have been perceived by the
grassroots movement as
disingenuous and an effort
to undermine demands to
meaningfully revise the treaty relationship and respect
Indigenous sovereignty.

Chief Spence continues her hunger strike and
more demonstrations are
planned. Thousands are expected to converge on Ottawa again on Jan. 16 and 28,
joined by blockades and actions across the country and
around the world.
Indigenous leaders are
also planning a campaign
targeting the resource extraction industry. Gordon
Peters, Grand Chief of the
Association of Iroquois
and Allied Indians, told
the press, “We will also go
on a massive campaign to
be able to inform investors, both domestically and
internationally, that unless
they get our consent to be
able to come into our territories, that their investments are not safe.”
“For the Canadian government not to uphold their
part of the treaties is why we
are raising our voices today,
and many other days,” said
Castilloux. “We’re definitely
making history with this
movement.”

Process
The process and outcome
of the Doha negotiations,
disconcerting as they are,
are not surprising or unprecedented. The original Kyoto
Protocol (signed in 1997)
intended to reduce global
greenhouse gas emissions
by 6 per cent as compared to
the 1990 rate of emissions,
and ended with emissions
at a rate 58 per cent higher
than the 1990 rate. Other

climate change conferences
(e.g., Rio in 1992 and the
negotiations in Copenhagen) have been ineffective to
the point of parody.
With negotiations over
for now, the international
community takes what it
apparently feels is a welldeserved break. While seats
at the negotiating table get
colder, the planet keeps on
getting hotter, threatening to
negate the purpose of having these talks at all.
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EASTERN PIPE DREAMS

The Line 9 reversal project and mounting opposition to toxic tar pollution
Andy Crosby
Resistance to pipeline expansion associated with Alberta’s oil sands is spreading.
Amidst a burgeoning Idle No
More grassroots Indigenous
movement and evidence of
industrial pollution, Ottawa
residents gathered to voice opposition to Enbridge’s Ontario-Québec Line 9 pipeline in
a panel discussion on Dec. 12.
Oil Sands Audacity
In early January, a federally funded study confirmed
that pollution from the oil
sands has contaminated
lakes as far as 90 kilometres
from the mining project.
Examination of lake sediments revealed that airborne
pollutants – polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs)
that are deadly chemicals
formed by the incomplete
burning of fossil fuels – were
2.5–23 times greater than
1960 levels, prompting lead
author and Queen’s University researcher John Smol to
tell the New York Times, “now
we have the smoking gun.”
According to Smol, the
study reveals that bitumen
pollution “is not natural, is
increasing over time and the
footprint of the industry is
much bigger than anyone
thought.” The research confirms earlier investigations
charging that tar sands air
pollution was contaminating the region and polluting
the Athabasca River, much to
the ire of the oil industry and
provincial and federal governments. Despite overwhelming evidence from multiple
studies, industry spokesper-

son Travis Davies recently
commented that oil sands development does not adversely
impact local ecosystems.
Despite
international
condemnation, the Harper
government continues to
lead an assault against the
environment by gutting legislative protection, reducing monitoring, defunding
research, and muzzling climate change scientists. It
also recently disbanded the
National Round Table on
the Environment and Economy and ceased to fund the
world-renowned Experimental Lakes Area, which is the
world’s leading freshwater
research centre.
Meanwhile,
resistance
to the arteries and lifelines
which feed the oil sands
machine has intensified.
Environmentalists with the
Tar Sands Blockade movement in the US are hungerstriking, treesitting,
and blockading TransCanada’s construction efforts in
Texas as part of the Keystone
XL Pipeline.
Against Enbridge’s Line 9
The Dec. 12 panel highlighted that the effects of the
most carbon emitting-intensive industrial project in the
world have far-reaching implications even beyond northern
Alberta communities.
The hyper expansion of
the oil sands in recent years
caused industry to search for
alternative markets, since the
US Keystone XL project stalled
amidst widespread opposition in Canada and the US.
Attempts to construct
routes to ship bitumen

through BC to the Pacific are
opposed by dozens of Indigenous communities and
municipalities. Movements
such as Defend Our Coast
and actions such as permanent camp construction
along pipeline routes are
part of a broader opposition
that is now gaining momentum in Ottawa.
Line 9 is an Enbridge
pipeline constructed in 1976
between Sarnia and Montreal. The flow of conventional
crude oil was first reversed
in 1999 due to market conditions, but in August 2012
the National Energy Board
granted an Enbridge request
to once again reverse the flow
– phase one from Sarnia to
Hamilton – with the objective
of shipping heavy crude with
diluted bitumen eastward.
On Nov. 29, Enbridge submitted a formal application
to reverse the second phase
between Hamilton and Montréal. It is expected industry
and government will attempt
to pipe the bitumen further
east – to Saint John, N.B. and
Portland – for Atlantic export.
The primary concerns associated with the reversal and
bitumen flow are threefold.
First, the age and build of the
pipeline. 40 years old with a
skewed ratio at 30 inches in
diameter to ¼ inch thickness,
Line 9 is the same make and
model as Enbridge’s Line 6B,
which spilled 6.3 million litres of diluted bitumen into
Michigan’s Kalamazoo River
in 2010. Second, according
to pipeline opponents, there
is evidence that diluted bitumen is much more corrosive
than conventional crude,

Line 9 panel discussion at Centretown United Church on Dec. 12

with 15-20 times the concentration of acid and 5-10 times
the level of sulphur. The third
related concern surrounding
pipeline leaks is the population base along the Line 9
corridor. An estimated 9.1
million people live within
50 kilometres of the corridor, including 18 Indigenous
communities who have not
been consulted about the
proposed changes.
Maude Barlow of the
Council of Canadians discussed the energy industry’s
pipe dreams as efforts to create
a “snakes and ladders board
game” that will take “tar sands
oil to all corners of the earth.”
According to Barlow,
they are pumping out bitumen – the dirtiest oil on
Earth – faster than they can
sell it. This has forced companies like Enbridge to find
or build new supply routes.
Ben Powless of the Indigenous Environmental Network passed around a steaming, smelly chunk of extracted
bitumen and discussed the
devastating environmental
impact on Dené, Cree, and
Métis communities whose
land is directly impacted

by oil sands pollution. According to Powless, the environmental destruction and
associated impacts on Indigenous communities should
be considered as violations
of human rights, treaty rights,
and international Indigenous
peoples’ rights.
Powless linked Line 9, the
pipeline network, and the tar
sands back to government efforts surrounding imposed
legislation – Harper’s “pipeline promotion bills” – and
attempts to stifle opposition
by defunding non-profit organizations and criminalizing
opposition. Powless called on
non-Native Canadians, especially residents of Ottawa, to
take action: “[Line 9] presents
us with a very unique opportunity to make a stand for
the environment, for human
rights, for Indigenous communities – and to really put
a wrench in Harper’s plans
right here at home.”
Toxic Profits Blockaded
According to panelist
Ron Plain of the Aamjiwnaang First Nation, the effects
of bitumen transport and
processing have grave im-
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pacts far from the extraction
site. The community is located near Sarnia in southwestern Ontario, in the heart of
“Chemical Valley”, home to
63 petrochemical refineries.
Aamjiwnaang has been
subject to numerous scientific studies as a result of
high rates of pollution and
cancer and has been referred
to as the “most polluted
spot in North America,” by
National Geographic.
According to Plain, the
Line 9 reversal project would
see an increase in bitumen oil
production in the area, which
currently processes 225,000
barrels on a daily basis.
The community blockaded a CN rail line into
Chemical Valley for 13 days
beginning on Dec. 21 as part
of the Idle No More movement and in support of Attawapiskat Chief Theresa
Spence’s hunger strike on
Victoria Island in Ottawa.
Dozens of railways, roads,
and border crossings have
been blockaded across the
country over the course of numerous weeks since the Idle
No More movement gained
momentum in December.

psac-ncr.com
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IDLE NO MORE

THUMBS IDLING NO MORE

Social media helps to grow grassroots movement
Kathleen Saylors
In November 2012, four
women in Saskatoon came
up with the slogan “Idle No
More” in response to Bill
C-45, an omnibus bill introduced by the Harper government that removes protection from many major
bodies of water, including
many on Indigenous land.
Gradually, Idle No More
(INM) became a national
movement. Chief Theresa
Spence of the Attawapiskat
First Nation began her hunger strike, vowing to continue until Prime Minister
Stephen Harper scheduled
a nation-to-nation meeting
with the Crown to discuss
the treaty relationship.
Although Indigenous
peoples all over Canada
face racism and poverty, dire
conditions at Attawapiskat
forced Chief Spence to take
drastic measures, jolting her
into the spotlight as a central
figure in the INM movement.
INM seeks to revisit the treaty relationship between the
Crown and First Nations, in
which the Crown has prospered from the theft and use
of Indigenous lands.
In a Jan. 4 press release,
Chief Spence said, “Our peoples have a history of prior
promises and commitments
from the Canadian government with no true tangible
results.” The truth in this
statement is at the core of the
INM movement and Chief
Spence’s hunger strike.
The INM movement, although not unique in its
fight for Indigenous rights,
has been innovative in its
use of social media platforms to spread its message.
Chief Spence uses Twitter to give daily updates on
her condition and other
news. The social media giant is the main platform
through which she urges the
movement’s broad following to take action and raises
awareness of news and other
events around the country. It

also serves as a vehicle to circulate press releases. Several
have been made public via
Twitter, allowing an increasing number of people to
read and become informed.
The hashtag #IdleNoMore is
mentioned in every tweet,
making it a national trend.
There are numerous INM
Facebook pages, and a page
is created for each new event.
Journalist Tim Groves has created a comprehensive map
of INM demonstrations and
blockades on Google Maps.
His visual display has helped
the movement to grow and
integrate with displays of solidarity around the world.
Although
mainstream
media all but ignored the
movement in its early weeks,
Canadian news outlets such
as the CBC and the Globe
and Mail are giving INM significant coverage. It has also
been covered by major international news outlets such
as Al Jazeera and the Guardian. Aside from the major
media establishments, the
Canadian INM (@IdleNoMore4) Twitter page has
7,000 followers, while Chief
Spence’s Twitter page (@
ChiefTheresa) alone has
over 35,000 followers. The
Facebook page has over
72,000 likes, and the INM
blog has almost 600,000
views. Key figures have their
own personal blogs, including INM spokesperson Pam
Palmater’s
indigenousnationhood.blogspot.com.
People show up in droves
to INM events, including Jan.
11’s protest on Parliament
Hill which was attended by
nearly 3,000 people. Social
media coordinates these efforts, informing people of
demonstrations,
teach-ins,
and flash mob round dances
meant to inform the public
and raise awareness--in this
particular case, by including the hashtag #J11 in INM
tweets. These round dances
have been held in major Canadian cities, including Ottawa, Toronto, Vancouver, and

Edmonton, and on university
campuses across the country.
Facebook is old news.
People are increasingly turning to Twitter, Tumblr, and
blogging platforms such as
Blogger and Wordpress. INM
is making use of this shift to
reach more people, especially the Millennial generation,
which is intimately familiar
with Internet-based media.
Clearly social media is
no longer just about connecting with friends. You can
connect with issues, causes,
events, and campaigns of
interest if you so choose. Rel-

“We’re in the midst
of a technological
revolution,―one that
even the most unlikely
candidates have been
forced to embrace.”

evant information is merely
a few clicks and well-chosen
search words away. We’re in
the midst of a technological
revolution,―one that even
the most unlikely candidates
have been forced to embrace.
As this article goes to
press, Chief Spence is on
her 35th day of her hunger
strike, with no foreseeable
happy ending in sight. In a
press release on Jan. 12th,
Chief Spence stated that
what is really at stake is “our
children and grandchildren’s ability to drink clean
water and live in a country where the true north is
strong and free.”
However, the Jan. 11
Crown meeting that Chief
Spence demanded for so
long was ultimately unsuccessful, described by her
spokesperson Danny Metatawabin as “a show, a picture
opportunity.” The question
in the minds of many is now,
“How far will this really go?”
Callous as it may be, the answer is: whatever happens,
we’ll see it on Twitter first.

TIMELINE OF INDIGENOUS ASSIMILATION
AND RESISTANCE: PART 1
Tim Kitz
This timeline is the first installment of a
two part series attempting to situate the Idle
No More movement in its historical context.
Since contact, settler governments have refused
to recognize Indigenous peoples as equal partners and have moved to “improve” the lot of
Indigenous peoples via assimilation (i.e., forced
adoption of settler culture and customs).
1608: Colonization Begins
French foundation and settlement of Québec City, Canada’s first colonial project, is
backed by the legal doctrine of terra nullius, or
“empty land.” The logic of terra nullius dictates
that since Indigenous peoples do not have permanent settlements, farms, Christianity, state
governments, or other perceived features of culture or civilization, they cannot own land or exercise sovereignty any more than the “beasts of
the field.” This implies that Indigenous peoples
must remake themselves in the image of European society if they want to be treated as equals.
1620s: First Treaties Signed
Continued presence of and pressure exerted by Indigenous peoples forces colonial
governments to make “treaties of peace and
friendship.” The language of these treaties
clearly invokes a rhetoric of diplomacy between sovereign nations.
1763: British Royal Proclamation
European settlers arrive in waves throughout the 1700s. Indigenous communities resist
the extensive settlement and destruction of
their land. In response, the British issue the
Royal Proclamation of 1763, reserving all land
that has not already been colonized for Indigenous peoples. Indigenous rights to these lands
can only be revoked by treaties between Indigenous peoples and the Crown. In doing this,
the British seem to acknowledge that nationto-nation diplomacy is the only acceptable
way to extinguish aboriginal title.
Early 1800s: Civilizing Efforts
First Nations fight for their own independent state in the War of 1812. Soon afterwards, colonial administration in Canada
focuses on “civilizing” the Indigenous population through Christianization and attempts
to force them into permanent, agricultural
settlements. It is decided that Indigenous
peoples will fund these civilizing programs
themselves through the sale of their land.
1839: Crown Lands Protection Act
This act declares that all Indigenous land
is Crown property, effectively making all Indigenous peoples wards of the state.

RESISTANCE IS MEDICINE!

1850-54: Robinson Treaties
These treaties between the Crown and the
Ojibwe people create Canada’s first reserves.
Along with exclusive use of reserve land, Indigenous peoples are promised the right to hunt,
fish, and pursue their normal activities on
ceded territory as guaranteed in the Royal Proclamation. Settlement and exploitation of this
territory, however, quickly makes such traditional use impossible. Indigenous populations
become restricted to small reserves that cannot
support them. Allen G. Harper, an Indian Affairs official, later described reserves as “the
cradle of the Indian civilizing effort” and the
means of “securing the white man’s freedom to
exploit the vast riches of a young dominion.”
1857: An Act to Encourage the Gradual Civilization of the Indians
The parliaments of Upper and Lower
Canada create a process for enfranchisement
based on land ownership and loss of Indian
status. Upper Canada Premier John A. MacDonald imagines this will be a sought-after
honour, but 20 years later only one individual has become enfranchised.
1876: Indian Act
Nine years after Confederation, this act
consolidates and extends previous legislation,
making Indigenous peoples the most regulated in the country. Without consultation, it
defines who is an Indian and makes it particularly easy for women and children to lose this
status. Traditional leaders are not recognized,
and a Western electoral system is imposed, ignoring existing Indigenous processes. In 1887,
Macdonald (then prime minister) remarks,
“the great aim of our legislation has been to
do away with the tribal system and assimilate
the Indian people in all respects.”
1880s: Indigenous Resistance
During this time, many band councils simply refuse to use the limited authority granted
to them by Indian Affairs. Most bands refuse
to acknowledge property granted to enfranchised individuals, and resist any attempts to
alienate more of their land. Farming programs
are deemed a failure, and missionaries struggle
to make tangible progress. On the prairies, a
Cree and Métis ‘rebellion’ is brutally put down.
1885: Indian Advancement Act
This addition to the Indian Act creates a
process by which ‘advanced bands’ can be
granted the status of municipalities. In practical terms, this would grant a measure of
control over some of their affairs. But such a
change would also mean assimilation into the
bottom rung of the Canadian governmental
order, and an end to their status as distinct nations. A bare handful of bands decide to try
the process.
To be continued next issue...

Celebrating the Grassy Narrows blockade and the recent events of Idle No More
Emma Slaney Gose
This
past
December
marked the 10th anniversary
of the Grassy Narrows Blockade. Reflecting on this past
struggle, along with the most
recent escalation of Idle No
More (INM) and the hunger strike of Chief Theresa
Spence, gives us hope and
strength for the year ahead.
As the Harper government
ramps up fossil fuel extraction
by fracking in British Columbia, expanding operations in
the tar sands in Alberta and
Saskatchewan, and pushing
to build pipelines through
Southern Ontario, already
fragile government protection
of our forests, oceans, rivers,
lakes and Indigenous territory
evaporate before our eyes. The
INM movement has rallied
Indigenous peoples and settler allies into mass protests
against this government’s poli-
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cies. These protests have taken
a number of forms: round
dances in shopping centres,
blockades of passenger trains
in and out of Toronto, and a
temporary shutdown of the
Canada-US border at Cornwall in the heart of the Mohawk territory of Akwesasne.
The movement’s actions
carry with them a clear intent to interrupt business-asusual and disrupt a Canadian
economy that has profited
from the exploitation of Indigenous peoples and their
land for centuries. In so doing, INM has placed round
dances, drumming, button
blankets, smudging and other
cultural expressions on centre
stage, serving to interrupt bizarre yet accepted norms like
the mindless frenzy of Christmas shopping and imaginary
boundaries like the CanadaUS border. All the while, Attawapiskat Chief Theresa

Jon Schledewitz

Spence continues her hunger
strike in a tipi on Victoria Island, refusing to eat until the
prime minister and governor
general meet with Indigenous
peoples and cease to lock
them out of parliament and
decisions that affect the lives
of their people. Chief Spence
and other hunger strikers
have stated that they are willing to die for their people.
For centuries now, Indigenous peoples in Canada
have struggled to protect
their land and culture from
the rapacious greed of Canadian capitalism and a long-

standing government policy
of assimilation. Throughout
it all, there have always been
communities like Grassy
Narrows, that, in December
of 2002, faced a new wave
of logging from companies
including
AbitibiBowater
and Weyerhaeuser. Youth
from the community chose
to take action and block the
main logging road into their
territories. After more than
a decade of petitions, meetings, and protests, it was the
blockade that finally stopped
the logging trucks.
In 2008, AbitibiBowater

was forced to give up their contracts on Grassy Narrows territory. At present, only Weyerhaeuser continues to push the
issue, attempting to regain access to the land. Direct action
has served as a strategically
useful way for Grassy Narrows
to challenge the destruction
of their land, proving faster
and more effective in this case
than petitions or costly legal
challenges. When three young
people got onto the road
to prevent the logging, this
spurred on the broader support of their community and
other allies to help maintain
the longest running blockade
in Canadian history.
Like the actions of the
INM movement, the blockade saw traditional practices
incorporated with an aim towards social action. As such,
the blockade became a way
not only to reclaim land,
but reassert the right to one’s

cultural practice and selfdetermination as well. So
strong was the community’s
identification with the struggle that classes from the onreserve school were moved to
the actual blockade. As such,
the youth could maintain the
blockade while still engaging
in their education.
The Grassy Narrows
blockade and the INM
movement are among a series of actions that confront
Canadian colonialism. They
give us just enough room to
catch glimpses of new ways
to be in the world. This is
so for Indigenous peoples,
but also for allies seeking
to forge new paths into the
future. Such movements
have the ability to inspire
us to become who it is that
we need to be, to live up to
those moments of opportunity and the transformative
power they hold.
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Le Québec sonne le glas du nucléaire
La production d’électricité de la dernière centrale de la province cesse
François Picard
Sans faire grand bruit
à l’extérieur de la belle
province, le gouvernement
du Québec a annoncé à
l’automne dernier une décision pour le moins historique. Le Québec sort du
nucléaire en procédant à la
fermeture de sa seule centrale nucléaire, Gentilly-2.
Si la décision ne constitue pas une réorientation
majeure de la politique énergétique du gouvernement
québécois, le nucléaire ne
représentant que 2% de la
production électrique annuelle du Québec, elle n’en
revêt pas moins une valeur
symbolique importante.
Une polémique énergétique
Dans de nombreux pays,
l’avenir du nucléaire est
l’objet d’une polémique
importante. Les opposants
au nucléaire font valoir
que cette énergie engendre
des risques trop importants
tant aujourd’hui que pour
les générations futures. Les
impacts des radiations sur
les communautés vivant

près des centrales, le risque
d’accident nucléaire et la
question des déchets nucléaires sont les principaux
problèmes soulevés.

effet, peu importe la fiabilité
de la technologie, le “risque
zéro” n’existe pas et une erreur humaine, une catastrophe naturelle ou même

“Les déchets les moins radioactifs sont ceux dont
la nocivité radioactive est approximativement
égale ou inférieure à 300 ans.”

Si l’effet des radiations
sur les communautés avoisinantes fait l’objet d’un
débat au sein de la communauté scientifique, il n’en
demeure pas moins que ce
facteur a contribué à la décision d’un pays comme
l’Allemagne a tourné le dos,
de manière définitive, à cette
source d’énergie.
Les risques d’accidents
nucléaires sont aussi une
considération importante
et souvent celle qui résonne
le plus dans l’opinion publique. Il suffit de penser à
Tchernobyl en ex-URSS ou,
plus récemment, à la centrale de Fukushima au Japon
pour comprendre que ces
risques sont bien réels. En

une attaque terroriste ne
peuvent pas être complètement écartées. Le problème
est que lorsqu’il est question d’énergie nucléaire, les
conséquences sont énormes
et peuvent s’échelonner sur
des centaines d’années.
Un autre enjeu moins
discuté est celui des déchets
nucléaires. Ces résidus de la
production d’électricité nucléaire se divisent en deux
catégories selon la durée
pendant laquelle leurs radiations sont considérées
dangereuses. Les déchets les
moins radioactifs sont ceux
dont la nocivité radioactive
est approximativement égale
ou inférieure à 300 ans. Les
autres déchets peuvent avoir

une nocivité qui s’échelonne
sur des milliers d’années.
Par exemple, un an de production nucléaire en France,
un des leaders mondiaux de
l’énergie nucléaire, produisait
au tournant du siècle environ
3 000 conteneurs de 500 kg
chacun de ces déchets hautement radioactifs.
Considérant les centaines
voire les milliers d’années
pendant lesquels ces déchets
présentent un risque, il est
difficile d’imaginer qu’une
telle industrie puisse être
considérée comme durable.

Les Sans-culottes étaient les révolutionnaires
radicaux pendant la Révolution française (vers
1789). Leur nom émanait des pantalons qu’ils
portaient au lieu de la culotte courte et des
bas, portés par les nobles et les bourgeois.
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Une décision économique
Le collectif Sortons le
Québec du nucléaire se réjouit donc de la décision du
gouvernement du Québec
de procéder à la fermeture
de Gentilly-2. Toutefois,
malgré le travail effectué
par certains groupes communautaires,
force
est
d’admettre que cette décision ne découle pas d’une
mobilisation de masse comme le Québec en a vu autour
de l’exploitation du gaz de
schiste par exemple.
Malgré les questionnements légitimes quant à
la sécurité et la durabilité
du nucléaire mentionnés
précédemment, ce sont
des
arguments
d’ordre
économique qui semblent
avoir motivé la décision
gouvernementale. En effet,
la centrale Gentilly-2 nécessitait des investissements de
4,3 milliards de dollars pour
une durée de vie supplémentaire de 25 ans. Cela portait
les coûts de production à 9,7
cents le kilowattheure alors
que des projets hydroélectriques comme La Romaine,
dans le Nord du Québec, ont
un coût de production environ 35% inférieur.
L’équation était tellement claire que Claude
Garcia, un économiste lié
à l’Institut économique de
Montréal, un organisme
que nul n’oserait qualifier

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.
Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-nous à diversifier notre
contenu!
Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de textes
en français, contactez-nous!
d’environnementaliste,
a
salué la décision du gouvernement Marois.
Ailleurs au Canada et aux
États-Unis, l’énergie nucléaire
reste très présente et son avenir semble assuré. L’Ontario
produit 52% de son électricité par la filière nucléaire et le
niveau de production devrait
se maintenir d’ici à 2030. Aux
États-Unis, les 65 centrales en
opération fournissent 20% de
l’électricité consommée annuellement. Il semble qu’en
Amérique du Nord, le débat
autour des énergies non renouvelables se concentre autour des sables bitumineux
du gaz de schiste laissant
l’industrie nucléaire relativement tranquille.
À l’opposé, plusieurs mobilisations importantes ont
lieu dans des pays comme
l’Allemagne et le Japon où la
polémique entourant le sort
de l’énergie nucléaire fait régulièrement les manchettes.
Le gouvernement d’Angela

Merkel en Allemagne a
d’ailleurs annoncé la fin
du nucléaire allemand d’ici
2022. Au Japon, l’incident
nucléaire de la centrale de
Fukushima a engendré un
véritable débat de société et
le gouvernement s’est engagé
à fermer l’ensemble de ses
50 réacteurs nucléaires d’ici
2040. Il est à noter, toutefois, que le gouvernement
japonais nouvellement élu
considère la possibilité de
remettre en question la sortie
du nucléaire du pays.
Malgré la décision du
gouvernement
québécois de fermer Gentilly-2,
l’avenir semble radieux pour
l’énergie nucléaire en Amérique du Nord. Il est toutefois
légitime de se demander si
l’apparente indifférence de
la population face à cet enjeu relève plus d’un manque
de sensibilisation que d’une
acceptation
généralisée
des risques que représente
l’énergie nucléaire.

CAMPUS

GRADUATE STUDENTS DENIED CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE
City Council policy restricts eligibility for subsidies
Jessica Eritou
Student representatives
from Carleton University
and the University of Ottawa have sent City of Ottawa
councillors and Mayor Jim
Watson an open letter regarding City Council’s September 2012 decision to
remove child care subsidies
for full-time master’s and
doctoral students.
Previously, graduate students in Ottawa who fell
into a low-income bracket
were eligible to receive financial assistance through
child care subsidies provided by the city. However, the
new City of Ottawa policy
CCSU 4.9 indicates this is
no longer an option: “A
parent who demonstrates
progression through a full
time academic, language or
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training program excluding
Master’s and Doctorate level programs meets the criteria for a recognized need
for child care fee subsidy.”
Taiva Tegler and Anna
Goldfinch, executive members of the Graduate Students’ Associations of the
University of Ottawa and
Carleton University respectively, introduced their concerns in the letter to City
Council by stating how this
policy reform was implemented without student
stakeholder consultations.
“The City of Ottawa and
the provincial and federal
post-secondary education
systems have a vision of
the type of student they see
having access to graduate
studies,” Tegler declared in
a statement to the Leveller.
“This vision does not in-

clude student parents and
does very little to address
the many barriers to accessing [post-secondary education]. Graduate programs
are enriched by the diversi-

other difficulties such as
the lack of child-friendly
spaces, the absence of accessible and affordable
child care, rising tuition
fees, and massive student

“Graduate programs are enriched by the
diversity of students enrolled, and cutting
out student parents harms us all.”
ty of students enrolled, and
cutting out student parents harms us all. GSAÉD
[Graduate Students’ Association of the University of
Ottawa] will fight to have
this subsidy reinstated, but
we also need to go further
and continue to address

debt, to name a few.”
Goldfinch
explained,
“Pursuing higher learning
is something that should
be encouraged in Ottawa,
not penalized. Graduate
student parents in Ontario
are paying the highest tuition fees in Canada while

trying to better themselves
and the lives of their families, which makes this
child care subsidy so crucial to them.”
“It is important,” she
continued, “that while parents are studying, teaching,
grading, etc., their children
have access to safe and affordable child care. Time
and time again, studies have
shown that affordable child
care is beneficial to the entire economy, not just the
parents who use it. It’s time
for the City of Ottawa to
repeal this policy, and stop
targeting low-income graduate student parents.”
Former Ottawa City
Councillor and Member
of Provincial Parliament
(MPP) Alex Cullen agrees
wholeheartedly with the
student associations: “The

subsidies should be reinstated. Low income is low
income, and if on that basis a parent taking graduate studies qualifies for this
subsidy then they should
be provided with it.”
To back up their proclamation, the graduate association representatives drew
upon the City Council’s
2002 Equity and Diversity
Policy, which focused on
“grants to external agencies and other outwardly
focused activities,” arguing
that the exclusions implicated by CCSU 4.9 are not
consistent with the spirit of
equity and diversity.
Representatives
from
both student associations
wish to meet with Mayor
Watson to further discuss
the policy and their request
for its revocation.
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ved to impeach
Board of Governors
(BoG) representative
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C-31 REFORMS SNUB REFUGEES OTTAWA AXES EI BENEFITS
Canada refuses to do its part for global
asylum-seekers
Wairimu Gitau
Kon Marach is a refugee from South Sudan. He
smiles and looks away. He
briefly fiddles with his phone
and says he is not too conversant with Bill C-31, known as
Protecting Canada’s Immigration System Act.
Though uncertain of the
details, Marach has heard
C-31 will have a detrimental
impact on refugee claimants.
“I am thankful I am still alive
and have a chance to study,”
23-year old Marach says.
He’s in his third-year
studying business at Carleton University.
Looking his interviewer
straight in the eyes, Marach
says, “we had to dig trenches
near our houses to hide out
during shelling and shooting as the government military fought the rebel group.”
He takes me down a painful
memory lane. A feared militia group called muarleen was
vicious in abducting children
and killing young men.
Marach’s father organized
for his departure to the Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya.
Life at the camp, he says, was
“crap.” His most tragic moment came when he was 14.
“There were ongoing rifts between the locals and the refugees. With high levels of poverty, unemployment, lack of
food and shelter, the locals
accused the UN of providing
food for encamped refugees
whilst they were going hungry. One night, the locals
raided a tent and this alerted
the security guard, who fired
a shot. My friend, Tong Anei
was hit, and he passed away.
It was tragic, sad.” He pauses.
Marach hopes to go back
and help rebuild his country
torn apart by a two-decade
civil war. As a refugee, he understands how important his
entry to Canada was.
But Jason Kenney, Canada’s minister of citizenship,
immigration, and multiculturalism, has been scheming against asylum seekers
for some time now. In mid
February, Kenney tabled Bill
C-31, which was rammed
into law under the Conservative majority House of Commons in June 2012.
Warren Creates, an immigration lawyer in Ottawa,
argues that the government
intends to keep away asylum seekers and says that

the Conservatives are “sending a signal to the world and
to those who might be inclined to come here to make
a refugee claim that the bar
is much higher, the barrier
much greater, and that it is
unlikely that even if they
come to Canada that they
will be treated with the same
fairness as their relatives and
community members who
came before them.”
The Tories have reduced
the amount of time allotted to
gather information needed to
file successful asylum applications from 28 to 15 days. They
have reduced the hearing period of cases from 90 days to
30 and 45 days for Designated
Country of Origin (DCO) and
non-DCO, respectively.
Critics say this means refugees can be kicked out at a
much faster rate as they may
not have sufficient time to
fill in the new and lengthier
Basis of Claim form that has
replaced the Personal Information Form.
Francisco Rico-Martinez,
a co-director at FCJ Refugee Centre in Toronto and a
strong opponent of the bill,

nated to be a safe country,
her claim could be denied.”
In a phone interview with
the Leveller, Jaffer expressed
outrage that the bill allows
for the detention of young
children and refugees termed
“irregular arrivals.”
“When I came as a refugee, I was welcome. But now
when a new refugee comes
they will not have the same
reception. My major and
biggest concern is we’ll be
sending especially young African boys and girls to prison
when they come here without documentation.” In both
examples, Jaffer adds that the
reforms violate the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms and
article 34 of the 1951 Refugee Convention.
Refugees in Canada come
through one of three channels: self-sponsored refugees,
sponsored refugees (including many like Marach from
East African refugee camps),
and refugees who come
as irregulars. This includes
groups such as the Tamils
who fled genocide from Sri
Lanka in 2010.
James Milner, an associ-

“When I came as a refugee, I was welcome.
But now when a new refugee comes they
will not have the same reception.”

calls the reforms discriminatory and a double standard as
the Conservatives aim to raise
the number of temporary
workers in the country at the
expense of refugees. “The former policy in the BRRA [Balanced Refugee Reform Act,
amended under Bill C-31] allowed refugees to stay in Canada somehow. Kenney does
not want refugees, in practical
terms he does not want poor
immigrants.”
A former Ugandan refugee and current Liberal senator, Mobina Jaffer, told the
House of Commons in June
that such a mandate is onerous. “The unfortunate reality
is that gender-based persecution occurs even in countries
deemed to be safe. Under
this bill, if a woman faces
gender-based
persecution
but comes from a country
that the minister has desig-

ate professor in the Political
Science department at Carleton University, points out
that the changes to Bill C-31
are a continued response to
a boat load of 492 asylum
seekers from Sri Lanka who
arrived on board MV Sun Sea
in August, 2010. Milner calls
these reforms “hypocritical.”
“Canada was saying we
are being overrun by asylum
seekers,” and “At exactly the
same time, Kenya was receiving tens of thousands from
Somalia. And Canada was
saying to Kenya, ‘you have an
obligation to keep your borders open to provide protection to these people who are
in need.’”
As the reign of Stephen
Harper enters its seventh
year, his party’s stain on Canada’s immigration and refugee policies are more visible
than ever.

FOR MIGRANT WORKERS

Workers pay in but can’t cash out
Alexa Keeler
Junior Sylvester of Trinidad & Tobago is a 12-year
veteran worker employed
under the Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program. He
thinks of himself as an honorary citizen. The 48-yearold father of six works long
hours picking apples in
Ontario when they are in
season – tobacco in the offseason – for minimum wage.
He pays his taxes, contributing to Canada’s social safety
net programs in spite of the
struggle it was to get to Canada in the first place, and the
often dangerous living and
working conditions therein.
When Sylvester’s youngest son, Hasani, was born
on Christmas Eve in 2009,
he was grateful to have received $377 in monthly
support while on parental
leave, allowing him to purchase diapers, clothing and
supplies when the need was
paramount. The federal government’s recent decision
to exclude migrant workers,
like Sylvester, from special
Employment Insurance (EI)
benefits will have a drastic
effect on how these families
will make ends meet.
These special EI benefits
include parental, maternal
and compassionate (caring for terminal relatives)
benefits. While seasonal migrant workers were always
ineligible to collect full EI

After introducing regulations that decreased migrant workers’ minimum
wage by 15 per cent earlier
last year, migrant worker
advocates were appalled to
discover Ottawa is attacking these vulnerable workers
once more by stripping their
rights to EI benefits.
The federal government
expects to save an annual
$18 million by cutting benefits from 1,900 temporary
migrant workers who the
government claims are no
longer eligible to remain in
Canada. Government officials explained that even
regular EI benefits typically
end once the applicant has
left the country, so the issue is not so much one of
people abusing the system,
but rather a matter of program integrity.
Marian Ngo, spokeswoman for Diane Finley
told PostMedia News, “Our
government is intent on
making sure the EI program
remains fair and consistent.
The intention of the EI program is to help transition
individuals back into the
Canadian labor force, so it
makes sense that only those
who are authorized to be in
Canada should be eligible
for EI benefits.”
Critics of this decision
say that it is not fair because these are often seasonal workers who have
contributed to the system,

Migrant workers often undertake some of the most
grueling and hazardous jobs offered in Canada,
doling out a portion of their hard-earned cash –
an estimated $3.4 million annually – to social
protection programs like Canada’s EI system.
allowance, they were able to
access these special benefits,
even during the off-season.
As of Dec. 9, this is no longer the case, despite the fact
that migrant workers are expected to continue paying
into this fund.
On Dec. 6, Minister
of Human Resources and
Skills and Development
Diane Finley dealt migrant
workers another tough
blow by eliminating special Employment Insurance
benefits for those employed
under Canada’s Temporary
Foreign Worker Program.
“All of us are still paying
into Canada’s EI system,
but we are not allowed to
collect any of the benefit
we help contribute to,” Sylvester told the Toronto Star.
“Canadian workers can access the special benefits and
spend time with their children, but how about our
children back home?”

have worked the required
number of hours to qualify
for benefits, and who are in
most cases planning a return
to Canada on a new work
permit the following season.
“These are workers who
have a long term attachment to Canada,” Chris
Ramsaroop of Justicia for
Migrant Workers (JMW),
a workers’ advocacy group
told Postmedia News.
“These are the workers who are working eight
months of the year and
go home for three or four
months, and that’s where
they use the money to take
care of family members
back home and then they
would return the following
year,” he continued.
Some Canadians complain of the influx of
migrant workers, but according to Citizenship
and Immigration Canada,
Canada receives approxi-

mately 180,000 temporary migrant workers in a
single year to fill labour
shortages in occupations
that Canadian citizens apparently do not want.
Migrant workers often
undertake some of the most
grueling and hazardous
jobs offered in Canada, doling out a portion of their
hard-earned cash – an estimated $3.4 million annually – to social protection
programs like Canada’s EI
system. These workers only
gained access to EI in 2002,
and even then, only a small
quantity of migrant workers
were given access.
According to Sylvester,
“The elimination of these
special benefits violates the
nature of the Employment
Insurance Act that was put
into place to protect our
families and our children
from falling into poverty.”
At a JMW meeting organized in Windsor on
October 21st, Ramsaroop
told the Toronto Star that
migrant workers were
“shocked
and
angry”
about the amendment. He
went on to explain that
as a result of this change,
30,000 migrant workers
employed under the Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program can no longer
take leave from work and
collect a fraction of wages
while caring for a newborn
or a sick child.
“They felt they were being treated like second-class
citizens. This is the money
some of them were depending on when they can’t
work because they have to
stay home and look after
an ailing child,” continued
Ramsaroop.
The federal government’s
defense was that the old
practice was “inconsistent”
with the point of EI, which is
to help individuals transition
back into the job market.
Adriana Paz Ramirez, an
organizer for JMW, told the
Toronto Star, “For over 40
years, migrant workers have
been subsidizing Canada’s
EI fund yet have been ineligible to receive full benefits, and now they are being
completely stripped away
from the few special benefits
they were able to access.”
Advocates for migrant workers are merely requesting a restoration of the
special benefits. Paz Ramirez
argues that “the fight right
now should be to restore
this benefit and to fully include migrant workers into
social protection programs
rather than eliminating access and reinforcing a system that perpetuates exclusion and marginalization of
migrant workers.”

SEND US YOUR LETTERS.
editors.the.leveller@gmail.com
Illustration: LCO Toronto
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NOTHING WASTED

Ottawa Food Not Bombs launches war on hunger
David Koch
Jonah Aglak wears a light
coat and eats a plate of spaghetti near Rideau Street.
I ask if he’s homeless.
“I have a home in Nunavut, but not in Ottawa,”
Aglak says, before suddenly
standing and limping away
into the night.
“Good food,” he adds, returning his plate to the spot
where Tupperware bowls of
stew and steamed veggies sit
on blocks of concrete.
I’m with Food Not Bombs
in the covered walkway near
the Rideau Canal in downtown Ottawa. I eat two bowls
of hearty stew and some
sweet fried banana cakes.
The food is good and it’s free.
Loose Ends
Organizers trace the origins of the loose-knit Food
Not Bombs network, which
spans North America, to
the anti-nuke movement
in New England in 1980.
It has existed in Ottawa for
years, on and off.
It re-emerged with the
Occupy movement, says volunteer John Bainbridge. But
when police evicted Occupy
Ottawa from Confederation Park in November 2011,
some activists found themselves at loose ends. So they

got together again.
For seven or eight weeks,
the group has been here each
Sunday, serving free vegetarian or vegan suppers to anyone who’s hungry. It is a protest against hunger and war,
which members call twin
excesses of capitalism.

sters.
“Maybe it’s a little bruised,
it doesn’t look pretty enough
to sell, and most places just
throw that out, even though
it’s perfectly good food,” Bainbridge says. Members cook the
goods in their kitchens and
bring it to the underpass.

“It is a protest against hunger
and war, which members call
twin excesses of capitalism.”
Damaged Goods
The city is a case study.
We’re just across the street
from the Rideau Centre’s food
court, a huge warm room that
smells like vinegar, where
eight pieces of fried chicken go
for $14.99 with a side of fries
(a deal that that KFC calls the
“Streetwise Bucket”).
Garbage bins in the mall
fill quickly with plastic utensils, foam plates and greasy
paper boxes, some still bearing food.
“There’s so much waste in
our society,” says Bainbridge.
The group gets their produce donated from local markets or salvaged from dump-

War Measures
Food Not Bombs volunteer Jeremie Lavoie says it’s
“disturbing, sickening” to
see the Conservative government spend millions on
glorifying the War of 1812
while people on the streets
go hungry.
“I think war is being increasingly celebrated,” he says.
We’re just one block
from the National War Memorial, where larger-thanlife bronze statues of 22
military personnel appear to
be marching through an immense granite arch crowned
by two winged figures,
meant to symbolize the tri-

umph of Peace and Freedom
after war.
Serving food at the underpass represents another
kind of struggle.
A volunteer identifying
herself as Jenna says she
lived on the street after slipping on water from a burst
pipe in her cockroach-infested social housing project, an
injury that pushed her towards a mental breakdown.
“You could easily be put
into this situation,” says Jenna, who was homeless for
about six years.
She used to sleep beneath this downtown underpass. Back then, a water hose
was her alarm clock.
“I used to wake up and
the street cleaners would be
spraying the brick that we
were sleeping on,” says Jenna, gesturing toward a sloping corner that’s now offlimits, blocked by a fence.
“I feel like I’m paying my
dues to be here again,” says
the mother of two, who now
cooks for Food Not Bombs.
Write a Book About it
As the rain stops, we
pack up. I offer to help with
dishes and we walk through
Byward Market.
Our route is designed to
reach people too spaced-out
on drugs to make it to local

soup kitchens for dinner.
“These people get caught
up and they forget about
dinnertime,” says Sue-Lynne
Manone, a Food Not Bombs
volunteer who’s been homeless for about 14 weeks.
We pause outside the
Salvation Army, where twodozen people looking hard
up are talking and smoking
on the sidewalk.
Manone hands out leftover fruit salad and the
last few banana fritters to
people who gather around
the small red wagon that we
carry the food in.
Some people mutter or
suddenly yell.
“You wanna write a book
about it?” slurs one man in
my general direction as I
hold out my voice recorder, a
slick-looking mobile phone.
Someone
sings
the
words, “I wish you a Merry
Christmas,” then trails off
with an incoherent line that
may reference fruit salad.
“Well I’m singing the
melody!” she exclaims to
nobody in particular.
Mutual Bafflement
We walk through Byward
Market to the home of volunteer Chris Brown, whose
kitchen is frequently the
site of meal preparation for
Food Not Bombs. We put

away the remaining leftovers
and wash the plastic cutlery
and plates.
I mention the Rideau
Centre food court. The pricey fast food. All those trays
of plastic and paper, thrown
away. The waste.
Brown says two homeless
people, filled with enthusiasm, entered the food court
last week and announced to
the people they could eat at
Food Not Bombs for free.
“Everyone just looked
at them really weirdly,”
Brown says.
It suggests the relationship between Food Not
Bombs and the world: one of
mutual bafflement.
The existence of Food Not
Bombs implies unrest, malaise with the social system.
But it also implies a sense
of community and progressive change among the disaffected and displaced, says
Manone. And that’s what
appeals to people.
“We’re not just sitting
there doing nothing, we’re
actually talking to each
other about solutions,”
says Manone.
Food Not Bombs now
serves free vegan or vegetarian food every Sunday at 4
pm at Ottawa’s City Hall
(110 Laurier Ave. West).

Gypsy & Company
Vintage Boutique

RISE OF THE RANK-AND-FILE

One of a kind finds
For guys and gals

Union members’ role pivotal in opposing austerity
Doug Nesbitt
In the early hours of
Jan. 11, the Ontario Labour Relations Board ruled
that the planned walkout
by the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario
(ETFO) would be an illegal
strike. ETFO quickly called
off its action for that day,
with the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF) following
suit with regards to its Jan.
16 walkout. It appears that
the months-long struggle
by teachers and education
workers against Bill 115―the
Putting Students First Act
2012―will now shift from
the workplace to the legal
and electoral realms.
ETFO and OSSTF are
challenging Bill 115 in the
courts, arguing it is a violation of charter rights that
protect collective bargaining. Bill 115 was recently
used by Ontario’s Minister
of Education Laurel Broten
to impose concession-laden
contracts on these unions
and stop strikes without
legislative oversight―a convenient provision when the
same government prorogues
the legislature on dubious
grounds.
Bill 115 also bars unions
from appealing decisions
made under the bill through
human rights legislation or
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the Ontario Labour Relations Board -―the very body
that the government turned
to in order to declare the
teacher walkouts illegal.
Government and media
continue to call the imposed
contracts “collective agreements” despite there being
no bargaining involved, let
alone ratification from the
union membership.
With the help of a sometimes hostile, sometimes
stupid mainstream media,
the government has also
continued to claim that
this is about getting a wage
freeze. It’s not. ETFO and
OSSTF leaders and members have been extremely
clear that this about the
right to collective bargaining, not wages. All teachers’
unions agreed to a freeze
early in 2012, long before
Bill 115 was introduced in
September.
The final insult has been
Laurel Broten’s announcement that Bill 115 would be
repealed once the contracts
were imposed. The obscene
absurdity of this move is reflective of how unjustifiable
Bill 115 is with regards to basic democratic principles.
From now on, OSSTF and
ETFO will stick to their workto-rule campaign. This simply means a strict adherence
to what responsibilities are
outlined in the contracts. For

all the whining about extracurriculars being lost, thousands of high school students
have walked out against Bill
115 in support of their teachers at dozens upon dozens of
high schools. They were clear
with their message: repeal
Bill 115 and extracurriculars
will return.
Work-to-rule will be a
largely symbolic protest action and have no immediate effect on Bill 115 at this
point. The unions are now
counting on the courts to
repeal Bill 115. Given precedent, this is very likely. Such
challenges, however, take
many years to reach a conclusion. Court challenges
also have the effect of demobilizing the membership.
The biggest untold story
about this struggle has been
the re-emergence of rankand-file opposition within
the teachers unions, opposition which holds the promise of democratic renewal
and a reorientation of the
unions towards more effective mobilization strategies
against employers and the
government.
This is most apparent
within OSST, as the leadership would not follow
ETFO’s more active lead
until its members revolted
against a number of tentative agreements within the
framework of Bill 115 in

November. Dissenting OSSTF members took their
leaders to task, arguing that
tentative agreements with
school boards within the

Meanwhile, there is a
reckoning in order for the
Ontario English Catholic
Teachers’ Association (OECTA). In early July, OECTA

The biggest untold story about this struggle
has been the re-emergence of rank-and-file
opposition within the teachers unions...
framework of Bill 115 was
the antithesis of the union’s
stated opposition to Bill
115. Caught between ETFO’s
lead and a rank-and-file rebellion, OSSTF leaders reluctantly followed a course
of escalation.
As a result, OSSTF may
witness the healthiest renewal
of rank-and-file organizing
and democracy amongst the
teachers unions. Their convention in March will demonstrate how extensive this
renewal is. ETFO, whose leaders were far more focused in
confronting Bill 115, saw a
much more cohesive union
and very little reason for rankand-file members to organize
in opposition or simply independently of the leadership.
Such rank-and-file engagement is absolutely necessary if unions are to have the
bargaining muscle to take on
austerity-driven governments
and greedy employers.

leaders sold out their members and allies in ETFO and
OSSTF by signing a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the McGuinty
government. The MOU was
the framework for the concessions in Bill 115 that have
now been imposed on OSSTF and ETFO. Not only did
the OECTA lend the government the legitimacy to pass
the authoritarian bill, but the
OECTA leaders did not even
put the MOU to a ratification
vote by its 55,000 members.
With job action limited
to symbolic work-to-rule,
and Bill 115 now facing a
court challenge, the unions
have only the electoral field
to work with. Prospects are
grim. While the Liberals will
likely lose the next election,
Tim Hudak’s Tories have a
lead in the polls. They are
keen on pushing thoroughly
anti-union
right-to-work
laws that have devastated

workers’ rights and amped
up inequality and poverty in
so many American states.
Labour’s traditional political allies, the NDP, are a
few points behind Hudak.
However, Andrea Horwath
and the party caucus of 18
have been remarkably silent on Bill 115 despite the
party’s Provincial Council
passing a motion in favour
of repealing Bill 115. Horwath says she is still willing
to work with the Liberals and
wants to avoid an election
this year. In such a situation,
the unions ought to be placing demands on the NDP to
make Bill 115 central to their
campaign as a condition of
electoral support.
Hopefully, the struggle
against Bill 115 has done
enough to stoke the fires
of democratic renewal and
reform within the teachers
unions, which will in turn
sharpen and reorient the
labour movement towards
mass mobilization and popular education campaigns.
With austerity measures being rammed through our archaic “representative” democratic structures through
increasingly unjust and
undemocratic means, the
future of labour requires a
return to the time-honoured
principles of democratic,
membership-led unions and
a willingness to defy the law.
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CIDA NO EVIL, FUND NO EVIL
The domestic politics of foreign aid
Adam Kostrich
Last month, Minister of
International Cooperation
Julian Fantino stated Canadian foreign aid should “promote Canadian values, Canadian businesses, and the
Canadian economy” abroad
and produce “benefits” for
Canada at home.
Seemingly
antithetical
to the notion of foreign aid,
Fantino’s comments have
sparked some interesting debate about what Canadian
foreign policy should be like.
Rather than ask why foreign
aid should be concerned
with improving the ostensibly robust economic health
of the nation providing it,
we should look at our recent
history to determine just
how our tax dollars promote
our “values, businesses, and
economy” already so that we
can chart a better trajectory
for our foreign aid policy.
What’s a CIDA?
Any decision about the
allocation and amount
of foreign aid is rubberstamped by the Canadian
International Development
Agency (CIDA). Although
the Harper Government did
pass a piece of legislation in
2008 that mandates all CIDA
projects to work to alleviate
poverty, be consistent with
international human rights
standards, and respect the
perspective of the poor, it ne-

glected to provide or develop
a rubric with which we can
measure its performance.
Investigation into CIDA’s
partnerships with private
business over the last decade show that our government uses CIDA as a means
to support some of Canada’s
largest mining corporations
as they engage in lucrative
(and destructive) extraction projects in Africa and
South America. Rather than
fulfilling its legislative obligations, it seems as if CIDA
funds are used to retroactively put a human face onto
these companies whilst they
undermine the fragile infrastructure and cause irreversible damage to the ecosystems of their host countries.
It’s Mine(s)!
Throughout the 2000s,
CIDA helped to draft mining law and administrative
reforms in many developing
countries. Under the guise
of providing technical expertise towards the provision
of more effective self-governance and better protection
of a state’s natural resources,
the general outcome has
been the weakening of state
control, the privatization of
state industries, and the reduction of state royalties and
taxes to attract foreign investment. CIDA’s role in drafting such legislation not only
helped some of Canada’s
largest mining corporations

get a foot in the proverbial
door, but left these companies unaccountable for environmental degradation and
destruction.
In 2010, the mining industry successfully lobbied
to defeat Bill C-300, which
would have introduced minor regulatory controls on
Canadian mining corporations’ overseas operations.
The following year, three
industry giants – IAMGOLD
(2010 gross profits = $597
million), Rio Tinto Alcan
(2010 net profits = $726 mil-

words, these jointly funded
“corporate
responsibility projects” (CSRs) give the
Harper government a license
to brand the Canadian mining industry as a productive
engine of economic growth
at home that simultaneously develops and fosters
economic self-sufficiency in
communities abroad.
In reality, the lack of legal
oversight damages these communities in two ways: first,
through the vast environmental devastation wreaked
by mining operations, and

But if the aid that Canada provides a given
community is dependent upon a nearby
mine’s and economic viability, and that
mine is no longer useful, what then?

lion), and Barrick Gold (2010
net profits = $3.279 billion)
– teamed up with CIDA to
jointly fund development
projects on the site of mining operations in places like
Burkina Faso and Peru.
These projects often targeted problems which were
in many cases grossly exacerbated by the presence of
these companies: a community’s lack of access to potable water, eradication of arable land, and displacement
of people due to related environmental factors. In other

second, through the abysmal conditions forced upon
workers in these communities (yes, the mining industry
provides them with jobs, but
these jobs are dangerous, undignified, and poorly paid).
The hypocritical nature of
such policy has led Catherine
Coumans of MiningWatch
Canada to compare this practice to “putting a Band-Aid
on an open wound.” To me,
it seems more analogous to
pushing a baby down a well
so that you can get some moral credit for saving it and ad-

vertise the merits of your new
rope and pulley in the process.
Aside from the troubling
investment of taxpayer dollars in CSRs, critics of the
Harper government say that
its foreign aid policy is increasingly directed towards
resource-rich countries. Last
November, the House foreign affairs and international
development committee released a report titled “Driving Inclusive Economic
Growth: The Role of the Private Sector in International
Development.” The report
recommended that CIDA
should develop “an updated
and comprehensive policy
position on the role of the
private sector in achieving
Canada’s international development objectives.”
To this end, CIDA has
accelerated the shift of Canadian foreign aid towards
resource-rich countries by
allocating $25 million to the
new Canadian International
Institute for Extractive Industries and Development – a
partnership between private
industry, the University of
British Columbia and Simon
Fraser University. In addition
to developing economically
and environmentally sustainable mining practices,
the program is intended
to guide the investment of
Canada’s mining industry for
maximum profit.
It is not just the character
but the sheer volume of for-

eign aid spending that has
been overhauled recently.
Last spring, the Harper government decided to cut CIDA’s funding by some $377
million by 2014-15, a seven
per cent reduction. The cuts,
Fantino said, aim at more
efficient government spending. He said that the government doesn’t intend to “fund
NGOs for life” because doing
so would create a number of
dependent relationships. Better, he said, to set up industries that can grow and profit
on their own and provide aid
recipients with a measure of
economic self-sufficiency.
But if the aid that Canada
provides a given community
is dependent upon a nearby
mine’s economic viability,
and that mine is no longer
useful, what then? These
questions go unanswered by
our current government.
This might be because it
is not just the current government that is cutting aid. Adjust for inflation and you’ll
find that Canada’s total foreign aid spending is down
25 percent over the last two
decades. This wider trajectory begs some tough questions of us as Canadians. We
should judge ourselves on
how we treat those who can
do nothing for us. When our
government promotes our
values abroad by passing off
the corporate ethic as our
own, we are all to blame for
remaining silent.

A TIP FOR ATIP: LOOK TO NEW ZEALAND
In 1982, a country passed
the Official Information Act,
which states that information
concerning state-owned enterprises, public institutions, and
governmental agencies should
be made available if citizens
demanded it. Non-disclosure
of information results in a
review from the Office of the
Ombudsman―a non-partisan,
independent authority that
ultimately oversees the government. Cabinet documents
and discussion among members are routinely released on
the government’s official website for public perusal.
I would like to say this
country is Canada, but it’s
not. It’s New Zealand.
New Zealand’s freedom
of information laws have
made it a global leader in
transparency,―a fact that Canadian Information Commissioner Suzanne Legault
acknowledges when discussing proposed changes to
Canada’s 30-year-old Access
to Information Act.
From the eyebrow-raising
cost of orange juice purchased by then Minister of
International Cooperation
Bev Oda to the continuing
scandal of the robocalls case,
stories have been―and will
continue to be―broken by access to information requests.
Despite the accomplish-

ments made possible by the
legislation, the government
has been involved in the delay or obstruction of important documents. A notable
example is the infamous and
shameful 1993 Somalia Affair,
which resulted in the modification of documents following an access to information
request. While the government deplored the destruction
of essential documents, not a
single person was prosecuted
for altering information. Notwithstanding a 1998 clause
making the destruction of
public documents a federal offense, the act was not revised
in any significant way that
would guarantee more transparency and a more efficient
way to keep records.
Until now.
In September 2012, Legault opened up the discussion of Canada’s information
laws to the public, answering
questions and posing some
of her own to generate recommendations until the deadline on Jan. 31, 2013. One of
the most galvanizing of her
recommendations involves
cabinet secrecy.
Section 69 of Canada’s Access to Information Act states,
“the Act does not apply to
confidences of the Queen’s
Privy Council,” meaning the
cabinet and individual cabinet members do not have to
disclose information about
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their meetings. On its official
website, the Department of
Justice argues that if cabinet
documents are released to the
public, it may undermine the
decisions made by the cabinet
and may even harm ministerial collective responsibility.
Canada is among over 30
countries worldwide whose
Westminster parliamentary
system of government is modelled after that of the United
Kingdom’s. In support of her
recommendation, the information commissioner pointed to the example of other
Westminster parliamentary
democracies―such as New Zealand―that have still managed
to uphold collective responsibility among the ministers
while following less restrictive
rules on cabinet confidences.
Canada, in particular, has
seen cases in which cabinet intransparency played a crucial
role in stonewalling attempts
made by either journalists
or public watchdogs in conducting an investigation. For
instance, Pierre Daigle, Ombudsman for the Department
of National Defence and the
Canadian Forces, was denied
information about a soldier’s
2008 suicide because the requested documents were from
the defense and treasury departments, said the CBC.
Facilitating the release of
cabinet documents to the
public encourages individual

ministers and the civil service
to improve how records are
kept, while increasing their
accessibility. Like in New
Zealand, departments should
post important documents
from official audits or meetings that would be in the public interest. Moreover, revealing cabinet documents would
get rid of what The Walrus’s
David Berlin called Ottawa’s
“infinitely variable and mutable oral culture.” For working journalists, updated and
extensive records of cabinet
meetings would mean less reliance on leaked information
and questionable sources.
Any alteration or obstruction of documents would be
avoided since the information commissioner would
have authority to review cabinet confidences to determine
their alignment with proper
documentation guidelines.
The information commissioner should also be entrusted with the responsibility to
review any refusals made by
governmental departments
following an access to information request -―yes, just like
in New Zealand.
Currently, the information commissioner’s role is to
handle complaints, to make
recommendations in existing
transparency legislation, and
to compel the government to
release documents, according
to The Walrus. This past Feb-

Government transparency

Francella Fiallos
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In comparison, Canada’s information laws are like the Cracks of Doom

ruary, the Ottawa Citizen said
Legault was subject to disregard by Minister of Finance
Jim Flaherty, which means
that the information commissioner does not wield and
command enough authority.
An amendment to the Access
to Information Act in which
the information commissioner could oversee more areas of the government would
remedy the information
commissioner’s lack of influence. Government ministers
would then comply with her
demands, thereby making
government more open and
transparent.
But, for that to happen, Ottawa should look no further
than New Zealand for a sterling example of efficient yet
accountable legislation guiding government transparency.
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LOCAL PUNK SCENE ALIVE AND WELL
Leveller exclusive interview
Darryl Reid

as being a record label.

within that context at all?

The Leveller’s Darryl Reid
sat down with local punk
guru Ska Jeff. A legend in
the local underground scene,
Ska Jeff plays, promotes, and
fundraises, all in the name of
punk rock. His dedication to
local music and social justice
is detailed in this Leveller exclusive interview.

DR: I’ve always been
amazed at not only the level
of talent in Ottawa, but the
diversity of styles and tastes
within the scene. What is it
about this fairly conservative
government town that seems
to breed this?

SJ: I don’t see my label
within that context at all. I see
it as part of the underground
and do-it-yourself punk, hardcore, and indie community if
anything. Most small labels
within punk and hardcore
or indie have the same goal,
which is promoting and
helping good small and local
bands, releasing their records,
trying to get them on shows
and out on tour, by distroing records they love, making
zines, doing college/university
radio shows or podcasts, and
so forth. It’s a love for the music, and of course doing it in
a way that will not make you
completely broke, and even
make somewhat of a profit,
which is usually put into releasing more records and being able to continue on, which
everyone would love to do.

DR: Who are you and
what do you do?
SJ: My name is Jeff, or
some people call me Ska Jeff.
I run a record label/show promotion/youth initiative/zine/
etc. called Finish What You
Started and have played bass
in various bands, currently in
the band Shot Nerves.
DR: How did you come
about running a record label
and what drew you to that
aspect of the scene?
SJ: I’ve always been passionate about music and
loved music. When I was 13
or 14 and discovered punk
rock, it changed my life. I
started going to shows when I
was 15 and it seemed like sort
of a calling, or at least something I knew would stick with
me. Eventually I started promoting shows, and the next
step was starting a record label. I’ve always wanted to release and support music that
I love, especially music that’s
coming out of my own city,
which is why every release
(except one) is from local Ottawa bands. So much good
talent in Ottawa. I want to engage youth at the same time

SJ: It’s a breeding ground
for anger, frustration, anxiety, everything. People need
an outlet for their frustrations, and in general people
get bored in this small city
and need excitement in their
life. A passionate minority in
this apathetic majority. People use music as an outlet to
cure their boredom and to let
their anger out, and it creates
amazing bands, record labels,
festivals (Ottawa Explosion,
Finish What You Started Fest,
etc.) I’m proud to have such a
great independent/punk/underground music community.

My friends got
evicted from their
house and threw an
eviction party show
with five local bands
the other night!
People went apeshit.

DR: Where do you see
your record label in relation
to the larger music industry?
Do you see yourself as not
part of it or as a part of a separate self-contained industry,
or do you even see your label

DR: Earlier you said punk
changed your life. This is a
common statement by punks.
What about it changed your
life? In what ways did it
change your life? What is it
about punk that drives such
dedicated passion?
SJ: It’s offered me an outlet of expression, introduced
me to life-changing ideas and
has given me the opportunity
to do and see some righteous
stuff, like travelling coast to
coast playing music and making friends from all over the
world. It’s also made me a
positive person, wanting to
make positive change in myself and in the world around
me. Punk rock introduced me
to so many ideas, and led me

to question things around
me. I can quite literally say it
made me who I am. I really
don’t know where I would be
without it.
DR: Some writers and
music critics have made the
argument (and many punks
say this as well) that punk
music/culture has stagnated
– that the so-called glory
years are gone. Do you agree
with these sentiments? If not,
how is punk moving forward? How is the music and
scene moving forward?
Photo: Darryl Reid

SJ: Music critics are lame.
The only music critics that have
said punk music and culture
has gone stagnated are some
old farts working for Rolling
Stone who saw Black Flag or
something back in the day and
tell everyone “Ya, I was around
for punk you know!”
So was I - my friends got
evicted from their house
and threw an eviction party
show with five local bands
the other night! People went
apeshit. You were probably
at some shitty bar in New
York City that same night
talking to people about how
you met Joey Ramone once
and work for Rolling Stone
magazine. Nobody cares!
Punk is still alive and well
and as relevant as it was 30
years ago. Until everyone in
the world is free, bands and
people will still be angry and
have something to say. The
spirit will never die.
People do come and go
however, but that happens.
Some people stick with it,
some others hang it up, get
a government job and move

on. Things might be slow
right now in Ottawa, but
give it a few years and a new
batch of kids will start coming out and building the
community.
DR: Punk and politics tend
to go hand-in-hand. A lot of
the gigs that you organize tend
to fundraise money for local
causes. What is it about social
justice and punk activism?
SJ: Punk and hardcore
has made a huge impact on
my life and shown me to a
worldwide community of likeminded people who are trying
to make a positive change in
the world. Activism and social
justice are key to punk rock
and always have been. All the
way back to the early 1980s
when bands like Dead Kennedy’s, MDC, Minor Threat,
Discharge, and Anti-Cimex
among many were challenging the status quo and pissed
about a lot of things from
war to racism to animal cruelty. I try to make my shows
not only a place for music

and friendship, but a place
to think and learn about the
world around you. I always try
to have social activist groups,
infoshops like Exile and other
organizations bring literature,
zines, and pamphlets to hand
out and get people thinking or
get involved in activism and in
their community.
One thing I try to do
is organize fundraisers for
non-profit organizations and
causes. I do a lot of fundraising for the Ottawa Food Bank
who supply those in need
with food boxes. They’re always in need of funding and
canned food. I’ve done fundraising shows for many other
organizations and causes
including Kids Help Phone,
Westminster Pet Sanctuary,
SPCA of Western Quebec,
Teja’s Animal Refuge, Pussy
Riot, The Tool Shed/AIDS
Committee of Ottawa, G20
Legal Defense Fund, Algonquins of Barriere Lake, and
Exile Infoshop. When we
have the means to help those
in need, we should do it! Get
involved. Get active. Educate.

LONDON’S ACHILLES (IRON) HEEL
Century-old dystopian vision still relevant today
Alana Roscoe
Famous for his adventure
stories The Call of the Wild
and White Fang, Jack London
also wrote a number of dystopian novels and novellas.
The first of these, The Iron
Heel (1908), is considered by
some devotees of the genre
to be the earliest modern
dystopian novel.
Set in the United States
between 1912 and 1932—
the author’s near future—the
book poses as an autobiographical manuscript written
by a fictional labour leader’s
wife and presented by a
scholar from the 27th century. The manuscript’s author,
Avis Everhard, describes how
her relationship with selfeducated and charismatic sociologist Ernest Everhard led
to her transformation from
upper-class society girl to socialist revolutionary.
The manuscript reveals
how Everhard’s efforts to
teach and organize the American public culminate in widespread socialist uprising and
revolt against an increasingly
fascist dictatorship (the Iron
Heel) that serves only the interests of a wealthy elite. Two
spoilers are given early on in
the book: first, the efforts of
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the Everhards and their comrades will ultimately be unsuccessful in their lifetimes.
Second, the brutal dictatorship reigns for three more
centuries before it is overthrown and humanity enters
a more “enlightened” era that
does not employ a capitalist
system of production.
The story’s grim trajectory
may reflect London’s own
working class background
and his experience living in a
time where a growing labour
movement endured numerous bloody struggles to secure
many hard-won rights workers take for granted today. He
employs a number of Marxist
teachings to demonstrate the
inherent unsustainability and
exploitative nature of capitalism, and draws attention
to several issues that remain
prominent over a century
later—far-reaching corporate
power, social control through
mass media, suppression of
dissent, the erosion of the
middle class, and increasing wealth inequality with
the lion’s share concentrated
among a few elites.
From 1913 forward, the
story takes a more pessimistic
turn. The Iron Heel becomes
more brutal in its suppression of dissent and labour

solidarity is crippled by the
betrayal of the most powerful unions for the interests of
their own members. A growing, desperate proletariat
(the so-called “people of the
abyss”) is too wretched to engage appropriately in revolution and takes to the streets
with animalistic, murderous
intent, but virtually no ideological underpinnings.
Blatant widespread and
forceful state suppression has
not yet come to pass as London envisioned—at least not
here, not yet. The course of
events in London’s fictional
revolution is as messy as can
be expected as sectarian alliances and conflicts arise between socialists, mercenaries,

labour castes, and oligarchical factions before the movement climaxes in a bloody
failure.
While thought-provoking
and often educational, The
Iron Heel should be considered critically as a socialist
handbook. Despite a fascinating and unusual life story and
his ability to craft eloquent,
scathing dissections of capitalist ideology, London was
accused by some critics, including Mark Twain, of being
an elitist, convenient socialist
who paid lip service to working class struggle while maintaining an increasingly indulgent lifestyle dependent on
the very system he criticized.
The book’s hero champi-

The book’s hero champions the equality of all
human beings, but London himself may have
believed some people are more equal than others.

ons the equality of all human
beings, but London himself
may have believed some people are more equal than others. The narrative pretentiously
teaches that true understanding of the way the world works
is reserved only for those privileged, enlightened, or plucky
enough to properly educate
themselves, and London’s activism and other writings arguably reveal a troubling selfaware assumption of his own
racial superiority.
The Iron Heel is recommended reading for those

who wish to examine some
well-reasoned and relevant
arguments for reining in corporate political power and for
the importance of a popular
engagement in political life.
The average reader interested in such things will likely
find a mélange of elements
they agree with and some
they don’t, but it will leave
most examining their own
thoughts on the potential effects of unhindered capitalism, corruption through power, the nature of social change,
and human nature itself.

CHUO - 89.1 FM
Jazz • Metal • Punk •
Ska • Alternative • Latin •
Spoken Word • Country •
Folk • Blues • Electronica •
Oldies • Comedy • Acoustic

• Caribbean • Hip-Hop •
East European Hip-Hop •
British • News • Psy-Trance •
African • and much more!

go to CHUO.fm to stream the
station, see the schedule,
and find out about volunteer
information.
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HOROSCOPES
XL Petite

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.

19) Well Capricorn, the Mayan apocalypse didn’t quite
go the way you thought it
would. I tried to tell you that
painting wings on your junk
and doing the robot on your
boss’s desk while singing
“Give Up the Funk” on Dec.
20 was premature. At least
it’s your birthday … try to
keep it in your pants, friend.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

A seed bomb is a compressed bundle of soil containing seeds or live vegetation, often
contained inside a hollow ball of clay. Seed bombs can be launched at any target
(save concrete), where the clay breaks and forms a bedrock for the soil, resulting in the
sprouting of new plants!
Plant your question in Chrisanthemum’s garden (care of: editors.the.leveller@gmail.
com) and he’ll cultivate a response for you to harvest next edition!

You’ve been asking me this
question for a long time,
Aquarius, and you’ve really
cornered me into answering your inquiry: If unicorns
are real, why didn’t Noah
bring any of them with him
onto his ark? The answer,
of course, is that they didn’t
want to go. They swim.
They’ve been holed up in
Northern England ever since.
Just ask my boy Craig Ferguson if you don’t believe me.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

Meet Chrisanthemum, a local gardener. Chrisanthemum’s Seed Bombs is the Leveller’s
new year-round garden column, where Chrisanthemum will be fielding your questions
relating to any aspect of gardening you might have.
Hey Chrisanthemum,
With winter wearing down my immune system, I’m beginning to fear it may be doing the
same to my beautiful Dragon Tree! Although it isn’t dying, it’s dropping a lot of leaves and
just sort of looks tired and bedraggled. What can I do in my little apartment to keep my tree
thriving into the glorious spring?
Much affection,
Dragon Drops

Dear Dragon Drops,
Having house plants indoors during the winter is a great way of feeling more
alive and connected to our Mother Earth while the world around us appears so
dead. Germanic pagans started bringing fir trees into their homes for the winter
solstice for likely the same reason, which has continued to this day with the English
and American tradition of having Christmas trees. Popular house plants, like smaller
members of the Dracaena genus (Dragon Tree), are fantastic filters for environmental toxins in the house found in our furniture, paint, and flooring.
Your Dragon Tree could be experiencing a few different problems. Droopiness
can be caused by how much water it receives. If the woody stem seems a bit soft
you may be overwatering. Try slowly changing how much you water the plant, and
observe what happens. The soil should be slightly damp, never wet and never dry.
Make sure you keep the room temperature consistent and above 18ºC, so it is best
to avoid placing it near your main entrance. Consider that Dragon Trees need to
spend between 60 to 75 percent of the day without direct sunlight, so avoid south
facing windows. Dragon Trees do not typically need fertilization, and only require the
typical garden store variety potting soil. They are very resilient plants, and should
not die on you even if it droops a bit.
See if it does better in the spring. It might just have the winter blues like you.
Finally, try talking or singing to the plant. When you come home tell it about your day.
They are incredibly good listeners. Maybe the plant is just lonely.
Dear Chrisanthemum:
I live closer to the grocery store than the gardening store, and I like the idea of growing
something from food I’ve bought anyway. What are some things I can plant at home that
can be found in the produce aisle?
Faithfully yours,
Eager to Produce Plants

Hello Eager to Produce Plants,
There are certainly many ways to grow food from what you find in the produce
aisle. The easiest one is to make your own sprouts. Some stores carry seeds specifically for sprouting, but a bag of dried black beans or chickpeas does just fine. Let
them soak for three hours in a few inches of water then drain and seal them in a
jar, placed out of the light. Rinse them daily, and soon you will have highly nutritious
sprouts for a salad or sandwich. Beyond this, nearly any seed can be gleaned from
produce to grow your own food, with the exception of roasted seeds, beans and nuts.
Some nuts and beans are coated in chemicals or waxes to prevent sprouting. Apples
will sprout, but do not produce the same kind of apple you enjoy eating. They always
produce small, bitter apples.
Squash seeds are the easiest to collect and grow. I recommend trying to grow
squash first. However, be careful where your seeds come from. It is best to use organic and non-genetically modified produce for your experiment. I cannot guarantee
the safety or success of growing produce from non-organic or genetically modified
plants. Something I have never had success with is growing green onions from remaining root bottoms, or carrots from their top stubs. Apparently if you change the
water enough they will grow back into new onions or carrots. All I have ever gotten
were pools of mouldy slime. If you succeed, let me know what you did. Best of luck
with your kitchen garden!
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Remember when Zane Colt
tweeted about the keffiyeh and
then half-took it back after a
petition to impeach him on
grounds of racism from the
Carleton Board of Governors
was launched? The Leveller
wasn’t sure about how to report on it and wanted me to
ask you if you had any ideas.
ARIES (March 21-April 19)

Aries, my old friend! How are
you? You needn’t answer that
question, for I know precisely how you are. I’ve looked
into your future and learned
that your new muppet dance
moves will win you first prize
at the hop! Don’t be shy. It’s
time to put on makeup. It’s
time to dress up right! It’s
time to get things started!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Taurus! Thou art the recipient
of this month’s Haikuroscope!
Twenty-dollar cheques
Imaginary savings
Don’t be lied to, friend

Track 4, Bon Jovi (1984).
Enough said.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

At least I know where I stand
with you Gemini … sorry
about the toothbrush ...
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

What does the new moon
mean to you, Cancer? I know
you’re all up in arms about
the fact that I was slightly off
base when I told you what
I thought the new moon
meant for you last month,
but this is a really unidirectional relationship you and I
have. Why don’t you try sharing the load a little, huh?
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Leo

Leo, do you have three friends?
Are you intelligent, creative,
psychologically stable, physically healthy and looking for
a change of scenery? Perhaps
you are an avid Arnold Schwarzenegger or Colin Farrell fan? If
so, you and your mates should
consider colonizing Mars! After all, the (in)action of world
governments here on Earth
pretty much guarantees there’s
no future here anyway. All you
need to do is win a televised
popularity contest and have
faith in humanity’s desire to
watch you struggle to survive
on a distant planet! The future
is red, Leo ...

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Scorpio, I respect your everincreasing skills as a yoga
teacher. Your path-breaking
efforts to translate the wisdom of India into something
that Western undergraduate students can apply to
their daily lives is much appreciated. I found it helpful when you adjusted my
downward dog pose with the
suggestion, “be as crooked
as a 20-dollar bribe.” That’s
something everyone can relate to these days.
SAGITTARIUS

(Nov. 22Dec. 21) I sense a disturbance
in the force, Sagittarius. I’m
looking into your recent past
and I see paint. And something else … I think it’s the
hardened figure of a dead
Scottish colonialist ... in a
town flanked by jails … And
you’re about to―oh my! Wash
your hands, Saggi! I won’t tell.
Twenty
dollah
bill
ya’ll!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Happy New Year, Virgo! Let’s
hope things get off to a better
start than they did in January
2012. Who could forget when
you thought you’d ring in
the new year by wearing your
neighbour’s cat, Sir Ruggles,
as an avant-garde live sombrero? Hope those scars have
healed up by now.

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10 off toys and great discounts on workshops!
%

320 Lisgar Street, Ottawa

To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

www.leveller.ca

LISTINGS
TUES JAN 15

THURS JAN 17

SAT JAN 19

WED JAN 23

Allan Gardens, Toronto. 1pm.

FRI FEB 1

FILM FEST: OPIRG-Ottawa Resistance on Reels. All week.

FARMER’S MARKET: UCU
Main Flr, UOttawa. 9am-4pm.

MUSIC: Organ Recitals. St. Andrew’s Church. 12:15. Every Tues.

FILM: United in Anger: A History of Act Up. OPIRG-Ottawa
Resistance on Reels Film Fest
w/ Pride Centre. Arts Court Theatre, UOttawa. 4pm.

WORKSHOP: Volunteer Training. Sustainable Development
Centre, Rm 215 UCU, UOttawa.
10am-3pm.

EXPO: Aboriginal Art and Food
Expo. Porter Hall, Carleton.
10am-7:30pm.

MUSIC: The Jesse Greene
Band Live. Irene’s Pub, 885
Bank St. 8pm.

SYMPOSIUM: Conflict Resolution. R.A. Centre, 2451 Riverside Dr. 8am-7pm.

TALK: World Social Forum special session on Palestine. Under
One Roof, 251 Bank St. 12pm.

MON JAN 28

FILM: Rent. Pride Centre, UOttawa. 6pm.

FUNDRAISER:
Winternude.
Saint Brigid’s Centre for the
Arts. 8pm.

GREEN WEEK: Sustainable Development Centre, UOttawa.

FILM: GSA Movie Night. GSA
Lounge, Carleton. 7pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Pluralism
and National Identity in Diverse Societies. Rm 5028 Social
Science Bldg, UOttawa. 12pm.

TAKING BACK THE UNIVERSITY: Students, Faculty, Staff for a
Democratic Campus-Community. Rm 2017 Dunton Tower,
Carleton. 9:30am-6pm.

SUN JAN 20

WORKSHOP: Two Spirit.
Pride Week. 427 UniCentre,
Carleton. 2pm.

FUN: Games Night. Pride Centre, UOttawa. 6pm.
DISCUSSION: Queers in the
Media. Pride Centre, UOttawa.
Pride Centre, UOttawa. 6pm.
FILM: Roadmap to Apartheid.
OPIRG-Ottawa Resistance on
Reels w/ Just Investment Coalition. 90U Residence Lounge,
UOttawa. 7pm.
BOOK LAUNCH: Feminisms
Matter. Octopus Books, 251
Bank St. 7pm.
WORKSHOP: Atelier Denu.
UQO. 7pm. Every Tues.

WED JAN 15
IDLE NO MORE: Day of Action.
WORKSHOP: Volunteer Training. Pride Centre, UOttawa. 1pm.
FILM: Attention Féministes.
OPIRG-Ottawa Resistance on
Reels Film Fest w/ avec le Centre de Ressource des Femmes
(WRC). UCU Agora, UOttawa.
2:30pm.

FILM: Breaking the Taboo. OPIRGOttawa Resistance on Reels Film
Fest w/ Campaign for Safer Consumption Sites (CSCS). Arts Court
Theatre, UOttawa. . 7pm.
FILMS: Indigenous Movie Marathon. 2200 River Bldg, Carleton. 7:30pm.
WORKSHOP:
Know
Your
Rights. Fundraiser for Books 2
Prisoners. Umi Café. 9:30pm.
R&B: Latin American Cultural
Art Series - Mambo Restaurant, 77
Clarence St. 9:30pm. Every Thurs.

FRI JAN 18
FILM: Is The Crown At War With
Us? OPIRG-Ottawa’s Resistance
on Reels w/ The Leveller. UCU
Agora, UOttawa. 2:30pm.

PANEL: Pow-Wows, First Nations Dance and Song Public.
Aboriginal Service Centre, Carleton. 6:30pm.

FILM: Le Temps Qu’il Reste.
OPIRG-Ottawa’s Resistance on
Reels Film Fest avec Solidarity
for Palestinian Human Rights
(SPHR). 4pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly environmental choir rehearsals. Bronson Centre 222. 7pm. Every Wed.

WORKSHOP: Atelier Denu.
UOttawa. 7pm. Every Fri.

TALK: The Future of Archives
and Archivists in Canada. Rm
115 City of Ottawa Archives,
100 Tallwood Dr. 7pm.
TOWN HALL: Idle No More.
Centretown United Church,
507 Bank St. 7:30pm.

OPEN MIC: Umi Café. 8pm.
Every Fri.
MEDIA:
Herd
Magazine
Launch Party. Fall Down
Gallery, 288 Bank St. 8pm.

ART: Dean’s House Concert. 49
Louisa St. 7:30pm.

ART: Dusty Owl is Going to Jail.
Mugshots, 75 Nicholas St. 3pm.
JAM: Earth*tones Drum and
Dance Circle. Arts Court, Studio
B, 2 Daly Ave. 8pm. Every Sun.

MON JAN 21
PRIDE WEEK: GLBTQ Centre,
Carleton. All week.
WORKSHOP: Communication
and Consent. GLBTQ Centre, Rm
427 UniCentre, Carleton. 2pm.
YOGA: Free for Grads. GSA,
Carleton. 5:30pm. Every Mon.
POETRY: Ottawa Youth Poetry
Slam. Pressed Café, 750 Gladstone St. 5:30pm.

MEET UP: Transition Ottawa.
Montgomery Legion, 330
Kent St. 7pm.
OPEN MIC: EGSA-AÉDÉ Social. Pub 1848, UniCentre,
UOttawa. 8pm.

THURS JAN 24
CONFERENCE: Smart Remediation Ottawa. Courtyard Marriott Ottawa, East 200 Coventry
Rd. 7:30am-1pm.
LUNCH: Beyond Pride Discussion. Pride Week. Rm 427 UniCentre, Carleton. 12pm.

IDLE NO MORE: Day of Action.

TUES JAN 29
MENTAL HEALTH: Resource
Fair. UCU Concourse, UOttawa.
10am-2pm.
FORUM: The Fresh Thinking
Series. Rm 608 Robertson Hall,
Carleton.12pm.
SHOWTIME: Tony Lee XXX
Hypnotist. Algonquin College
Commons Theatre. 7:30pm.

WED JAN 30
BOOK LAUNCH: Women in Israel. Under One Roof, 251 Bank
St. 4:30pm.
SEMINAR: Political Café Series.
UOttawa. 7pm.

TUES JAN 22

LAUNCH: Socialist Register
2013. Under One Roof, 251
Bank St. 7pm.

LECTURE: Building Peace in
the 21st Century. First Unitarian
Church, 30 Cleary Ave. 7:30pm.

FUN: University of Ottawa
Snow Festival. Park across from
Tabaret Hall. 11:30am.

MEDIA:
Independent Music News Magazine. Mercury
Lounge. 8pm.

THURS JAN 31

GAME SHOW: Queer and Interesting. Atrium, Carleton. 3pm.

FRI JAN 25

WORKSHOP: Women’s Self
Defence. Rm A117, Algonquin
College. 6pm.

LAUNCH: Ontario Civil Liberties Association. Rm 1160 Desmarais Bldg, UOttawa. 7pm.

TALENT SHOW Amnesty International. Café Alternatif, UOttawa. 6:30pm.

WORKSHOP: BDSM 101. Pride
Week, Rm 427 UniCentre, Carleton. 7pm.

TALK: Robert Fisk. Arab Awakening, but are we hearing the
truth? Porter Hall, 231 UniCentre, Carleton. 7pm.

SAT JAN 26
RALLY: Rights and Democracy.

TALK: Café Féministe. Rm 4006
Social Science Bldg, UOttawa.
3pm.

WRITE: Creative Nonfiction
Prize
Deadline.
Canadian
Council for the Arts.

SAT FEB 2
SHOWTIME: Sassy Saturday
Night Drag - The Lookout Bar,
41 York St. 9pm.

SUN FEB 3
FESTIVAL: Winterlude meets
International
Development
Week. National Arts Centre
Foyer. 11am-2pm.
FOOD: Green Earth Meet-up.
Green Earth Restaurant, Preston St. 2pm.

TUES FEB 5
LABOUR: National Bargaining Conference. CUPE. Ottawa Convention Centre.
Tues-Fri.
READING: An evening with
Rawi Hage. Octopus Books, 251
Bank St. 7pm.

WED FEB 6

TALK: Treaties, the Indian Act,
and the Algonquin Land Claim.
Bonita Lawrence. SITE H 0104,
UOttawa. 4pm.

LECTURE: Madness in Morocco. Rm 43 Paterson Hall,
Carleton. 1pm.

SYMPOSIUM: Conflict Resolution. Saint Paul University, 223
Main St. 6:30pm.

FRI FEB 8

SPOKEN WORD: Punk Rock
with Kimmy Rocks. Borderlands
Collective. 9pm.

AWARD: GSA Part-time Student
Academic Excellence Award
Deadline. 4pm.

Whodunit?

Match these words of wisdom to the public figure!

a) “Life is not measured by how many breaths we take, but by those
moments that take our breath away.”

1.) Louis C.K., comedian

b) “Po-tae-toes? Boil them, mash them, stick’em in a stew?”

2.) Gayatri Spivak, social theorist

c) “Can a nation be free if it oppresses other nations? It cannot!”
d) “No society can surely be flourishing and happy, of which the far
greater part of the members are poor and miserable.”
e) “I don’t stop eating when I’m full. The meal is not over when I’m
full. The meal is over when I hate myself.”
f) “To be a poor man is hard, but to be a poor race in a land of dollars is the very bottom of hardships.”
g) “When and how does the love of mother tongue, the love of my
little corner of ground become the nation thing?”
h) “Flags are bits of coloured cloth that governments use to first,
shrink wrap people’s brains and then as ceremonial shrouds to
bury the dead.”

3.) Vladimir Lenin, Soviet revolutionary
4.) Arundhati Roy, Indian novelist

I’m5.)
a George Carlin, comedian/philosopher
Leveller!
6.) Comandante Ramona, Zapatista activist
7.) Mary Wollstonecraft, 18th century feminist philosopher
8.) Adam Smith, Scottish philosopher

i) “The being cannot be termed rational or virtuous, who obeys any
authority, but that of reason.”

9.) Samwise Gamgee, gardener of the Shire

j) “Our hope is that one day our situation will change, that we
women will be treated with respect, justice, and democracy.”

10.) W.E.B. Dubois, American intellectual

Answers: a) George Carlin b) Samwise Gamgee c) V.I. Lenin d) Adam Smith e) Louis C.K. f) WEB Dubois g) Gayatri Spivak h) Arundhati Roy i) Mary Wollstonecraft j) Commandante Ramona
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Staff, faculty, and students
working together to build a
community for all of us
See inside back for Listings

